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Fall is here and things are moving fast with only three 
months left of 2021. As we head into the bustling holi-
day season I look forward to a fire-free, rain-filled fall! 
My rain boots are sitting on my porch waiting!

By now, you should be doing your final hive manage-
ment routine. I hope many of you got a chance to 
attend the fabulous member presentation "Preparing 
your bees for winter". (If you were not able to attend 
you can find it on the members website) Thank you, 
Nikki Hull-Campbell.

As we wind down in 2021 and wind up into 2022 there 
is a lot of action taking place in SCBA:

The Bee Share and Swarm group are busy working 
on 2022 swarm and bee share protocols and proce-
dures. You will be hearing more about that toward the 
end of the year.

You should have received the "Membership Letter" 
that was emailed to members last Wednesday. If you 
have any questions please feel free to email me or 
one of your Board members. You will also be able to 
ask questions at our next General meeting.

We are looking for volunteers for some Board and 
Cluster positions. These are really great opportunities 
to not only serve this amazing organization but also to 
meet other folks dedicated to our mission.

As most of you know I will not be serving as President 
next year and am actively looking for my replacement. 
For many years this has been a hard role to fill but the 
job responsibilities have changed considerably. With 

SCBA General Meeting
In Person!

Date: October 11, 2021, 6:00pm - 8:30pm
Location: Druids Hall - 1011 College Ave, Santa 
Rosa

We are all SUPER excited for our first in-person 
General Meeting in a year and a half! Our theme - 
Gadgets and Gizmos!

Do you have a special gadget or gizmo that you use 
for beekeeping? Gardening? Making products from 
your hive? Bring it! Share it! It will be loads of fun to 
see all the interesting tools our members use for the 
different aspects of beekeeping. If you are bringing 
something, be sure to let our volunteer coordinator, 
Shannon Carr, know at volunteercoordinator@son-
omabees.org so we can make sure to have a table 
ready for you.

We still have to follow Covid protocols: We will be 
wearing masks inside, and we cannot serve snacks. 
We will, however, have plenty of bottled water, and 
we know it is dinner time, so bring a snack if you 
need one. 

We will also be putting together some door prize 
raffle items. If you have something to contribute, 
please let Shannon know.

We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Continued page 2
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the addition of a Volunteer Coordinator (also known 
as Shannon Carr), the President's role is going to be 
far less demanding. Please let me know if you are 
interested.

The structure of SCBA has changed over these last 
years to accommodate the ever-growing association 
and to meet these new times of climate change and 
increasing hive density in our county. With Covid 
came Zoom and the potential to do more. We are 
understanding that we have a responsibility to edu-
cate our Sonoma County community about the honey 
bee and the pollinators and with our climate crisis, 
do more than just keep bees! Rather, begin planting 
forage for bees and encourage the Bee Tenders.

More than ever we need strong Clusters! So, we also 
need Cluster Coordinators. Rorie Sweeney has been 
SCBA's dedicated Regional Cluster Coordinator and 
Central Cluster support for three years. Thank you, 
Rorie, for your tremendous work and support. Next 
year, I will be stepping into the Regional Cluster Coor-
dinator role. We currently have our lead Coordinators 
for the South, Central and West Clusters. We are 
looking for Co-Coordinators for those Clusters, as well 
as coordinators for East and North. If you are inter-
ested, let me know and I can email you the Cluster 
Coordinator Job description.

I am really looking forward to seeing as many of your 
faces as possible at the General Meeting on October 
11 at the DRUIDS HALL. It's Gadgets and Gizmos 
night! That means we can schmooze and look at any 
fun "Bee Related" things you'd like to share.

We are going to stick to Covid Protocol so we will not 
be able to have snacks. We will have bottled water for 
you but please feel free to bring your own snack or 
make sure you've eaten!

We will also introduce new beekeepers to SCBA and 
have time to discuss membership and our organiza-
tional changes. It will be 
a great time to meet your 
fellow beekeepers and see 
what 2022 is going to look 
like. Looking forward to 
seeing you soon,

Kelli Cox
SCBA President 2021
president@sonomabees.org

President's Message, continued
From the Desk of our 

Volunteer Coordinator
By Shannon Carr

As we move into fall and start getting things ready for 
winter, things are buzzing here at SCBA. We have 
been super busy behind the scenes working on old 
and new projects and the programs SCBA offers our 
members and community.

Thank you Ettamarie Peterson, who has been a mem-
ber of SCBA since before it was SCBA, when it was 
still the Sonoma County Bee Club. She is a wealth of 
knowledge and experience and gave a great presen-
tation at our last general meeting on the history of 
beekeeping in California. It is hard to believe the first 
bees came to California via boat and then crossed 
Panama, before there was a canal, on the backs of 
donkeys in 1853. Crazy!

What have our volunteers been up to this month? 
Thea Vierling and I went out to Prickets Nursery for 
their annual customer appreciation event and had a 
great time talking to folks about bees and our associ-
ation. Thank you to Christine Kurtz, who made a pre-
sentation at the Petaluma Rotary Club.  And …Thea 
will be giving another presentation in October to the 
Santa Rosa Gardening Club. It is good to be getting 
back into the community again!

Our Gardening for Bees (G4Bs) program has been 
busy! They hosted their latest workshop – lavender 
propagation – as well as their last plant sale for the 

Thea Vierling ( right) and Shannon Carr at Prickets Nursery's 
customer appreciation day.

year. Everyone at the workshop had a great time, lots 
of lavender -- and a few other plants -- was propagat-
ed, and we all learned a lot! I am excited to work with 
the G4Bs program with the hopes of developing a 

Continued next page
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variety of propagation workshops for members inter-
ested in creating more forage for our pollinators in 
2022. More details to come

Most of our clusters were able to get together this 
past month for their Cluster Cafes with topics from 
gardening to products of the hive. I joined Central’s 
this month, and next month I am hoping to make it 
to a few others. It is so rewarding and educational to 
hang out with our members in these settings, if you 
have not done so yet, I highly recommend it. 

I am working on building an SCBA Treasure Chest 
with products from, and made by, SCBA members. I’d 
love your help building it. I am looking for handcraft-
ed and homemade goods.  A jar of 
honey, jam, salsa, sauce, candles, 
lip balm, or some other handcrafted 
gem you made.

This treasure chest will be used for 
packages to be raffled off to our 
members at in person cluster events and general 
meetings. It will also be used to create thank you 
packages to large donors to thank them for their sup-
port and generosity. Please let me know if you have 
something to share.

Have you been thinking of being more active within 
SCBA? There are lots of opportunities out there! You 
could be a part of the inner workings of SCBA and 
help drive this association forward by serving on the 
board, as a cluster coordinator or helping coordinate 
smaller projects within gardening or education. The 

opportunities are endless and rewarding. There is 
so much we can do; we just need you to help us get 
there. If you have an idea or vision, reach out, let’s 
talk, I want to hear it and see how we can make that 
happen! 

We have quite a few events coming up this month. 
But the two I am most excited about is our upcoming, 
in person, General Meeting and our first New Member 
Social.  

October 11 will be our first in person general meeting! 
Our theme will be Gadgets and Gizmos of Beekeep-
ing. So much fun! 

It has been over a year and a half since we have all 
gotten together for a general meeting, longer than I 
have been a part of this amazing association, and I 
cannot wait to see everyone in person and meet our 
members, seasoned and new!

October 30 we will have our first New Member Social!   
I am really looking forward to meeting our new 
members who have joined in this last year. We will 
be discussing the past, present, future and heart of 
SCBA and I cannot wait! While “officially” this is for 
new members, and we are inviting those who have 
joined in the last year (more than 150 since January! 
Love it!) I do consider those who joined in 2020 new, 
as well, since there have not been the same opportu-
nities for our members as a normal year would pro-
vide. Reach out if you are interested in attending and 
you can RSVP here (https://www.sonomabees.org/
event-4468587).
See you all soon!

SCBA October 
Calendar of Member Events 

Oct. 10 – North Cluster Café
Oct. 11 – General Meeting
Oct. 16 – South Cluster Café 
Oct. 16 – West Cluster Café
Oct. 18 – Beginning Beekeepers Forum
Oct. 25 – Seasoned Beekeepers Forum
Oct. 30 – New Member Social

From previous page

Susan Kegley gave Central Cluster members an update 
on forage for pollinators at it's Cluster Cafe.

https://www.sonomabees.org/event-4468587
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Bee Plant of the Month October 2021
                                 By Alice Ford-Sala

Hawthorn, Thornapple Crataegus  Family: Rosaceae

I wrote about this valuable plant in 2019, when I did 
a year of hedgerow plants. Indeed, the native Haw-
thorn, C.douglasii, makes a very beneficial addition to 
a hedgerow.  It can be a good barrier, as it is thorny.

The foliage is dark apple green in summer and rosy 
orange in fall. The flowers are white clusters of tiny 
flowers that bees happily visit throughout the spring. 
They look like small bouquets of white roses. The tiny 
red apple-shaped berries 
are nutritious and highly 
attractive to our feathered 
friends. The tree or shrub 
grows 6-20 feet tall. Peo-
ple also eat the berries: 
they were an important 
food source for native 
peoples. The fruit can be 
eaten raw or cooked as in 
pies or preserves. 

Another interesting Haw-
thorn is C. laevigata, 
English Hawthorn. 

There are several very 
attractive varieties, most 
growing to 18-25 feet tall 
and wide.  We have an old 
one here at our new home 
in Humboldt County. It has been trained as a small 
tree. I believe it is ‘Crimson Cloud;’ it has bright red 
single flowers with white centers that the bees were 
all over in the spring, and now it has red berries. 

‘Paul’s Scarlet’ has double pink to red flowers, but it is 
still said to be attractive to bees.
C.viridis, Green Hawthorn, is native to eastern North 
America, grows 25-30 feet tall and wide.  White blos-
soms, then red fruit.  It is said to be very trouble free 
and have orange or yellow fall color.

Hawthorns in general are easy to grow, I haven’t 
watered ours at all and it’s quite healthy. It’s actually 
better to grow them without too much irrigation and 
in lean soil, as too rich of soil and water makes them 
susceptible to fireblight.

The fruit, leaves and flowers 
have been used in traditional 
medicine as a tonic for stomach 
upset, or heart problems. It is 
said to be safe to use for those conditions, but please 
check with a health professional if you have any 
chronic health issues.  Herbalists often recommend 
teas made from leaf, flower or berry.

Note: I will be finishing up 
my Bee Plant of the Month 
Column in December 2021. 
It has been 10 years since 
I started the column. I have 
really enjoyed learning about 
the wonderful variety of plants 
that our bees, our planet, and 
we depend on for health and 
beauty. However, I think I am 
done. I hope someone else 
will want to write a column, 
and I know there are several 
amazing gardeners-beekeep-
ers-nature lovers out there 
who can do a great job.

Thanks for all the positive 
feedback over the years.

Alice Ford-Sala

Photo credit:  Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
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Gadgets and Gizmos Night is Back Again!
It is always fun to see what kind of gadgets and gizmos our members have either designed or found useful in 
their beekeeping. You can bring what you want to share. Just this past week Leonard Riepenhoff sent in direc-
tions for a gadget he feels keeps the bees at a good temperature. Here are his directions and a photo of his 
inner cover. Don’t be shy about bringing something. I know some of you have some clever things to guard your 
entrances, keep notes on your hive inspections, clean your equipment and other things.

KEEP YOUR BEES WARM
BUILD A DUAL-PANE WINDOW INNER COVER

We install dual-pane windows in our homes to more 
efficiently keep our homes warmer. Why not do the 
same for our bees?

Build a wood frame 1” or thicker to fit on top of your 
brooder super and install a piece of plastic or glass 
on top and bottom of the frame. Glass is heavy and 
breaks easily, so I recommend acrylic plastic thick 
enough to support a quart feeder jar for syrup, which 
weigh about 4 pounds each when full.

Acrylic will not discolor like cheaper styrene plastic. 
Install the lower lens about ¼” from the bottom of your 
frame so the bees have room to move under it. You 
can make one or two holes in the lower plastic lens 
so you can top feed your bees with syrup or paddies. 
Build it so you can remove the top plastic when the 
weather is warmer or when feeding.

Quality inner covers are for sale locally, listed on 
Craig’s list, together with a full frame solar oven 

Recommended by Leonard Riepenhoff, a bee club member for 
more than 40 years and winner of SCBA “Best of Show” trophy 3 

years in a row.

Michaelmas daisy will make your bees happy in October! -- 
Photo by Ettamarie Peterson

Honey Extractor Rental
One of the benefits of SCBA membership is access 
to our honey extractors.  We currently have a honey 
extractor for each cluster as well as one fruit press 
shared across all regions.  Members can find the 
terms of this rental, as well as the necessary contact 
information, in the "SCBA Members-Only Info" sec-
tion of the website.  To see this section you will need 
to be logged in.  Happy spinning and crushing!
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tion3 has been encouraging people to plan, plant, and 
maintain wildlife habitats in their own backyard. Their 
Wildlife Habitat Certification program extends beyond 
pollinators. The certification process is informative, in-
expensive and can be applied to backyards, schools, 
farms, and other groups.

Sources:
(1) https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discov-
er-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may
(2) https://www.pollinator.org/ 
(3) https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/Certify

If you’d like to suggest a topic of research to explore, 
you can email me: boragelane@comcast.net

Research Buzz   
By GINA BROWN 

Is there awareness in the general public about the 
importance of pollinators?

I received a late swarm call a couple of weeks ago. 
Apparently, there was a swarm reported at a nearby 
local coffee shop. I grabbed my gear and made a 
beeline to the premises. When I arrived on site to in-
quire, sadly, the barista reported that he had “poured 
hot water on the bees to make them go away”. Oh no, 
wretchedly, another swarm lost! My attempt to turn 
that into a “teachable moment” was also rejected, as 
either he was too stoned or just in a hurry to close up 
shop. He could not be dissuaded from his perception 
that the bees were a minus to his customers. That 
experience made me curious about public awareness 
campaigns in support of pollinators.

I was pleased to find some well-established initiatives 
in support of pollinators.

“No Mow May”1 is a simple, yet effective, slogan that 
originated in the UK. A conservatory group, Plantlife, 
started the campaign, which has spread throughout 
England and North America. Wisconsin has robust 
participation. Municipalities loosen their ordinances 
and property owners can let lawns and meadows 
grow with abandon in the month of May. They fol-
lowed the campaign with an “Every Flower Counts” 
survey. They provided simple instructions and bloom 
identification guides, then asked the public to refrain 
from mowing and in the last week of May, count the 
flowers they find in just one square meter of their lawn 
or meadow. The results were astonishing! Every Flow-
er Counts found that 80 percent of lawns supported 
the equivalent of around 400 bees a day from the 
nectar sugar produced by flowers such as dandelion, 
white clover and selfheal. But 20 percent of lawns 
(dubbed “superlawns”) were found to be supporting 
10 times as many – up to 4000 bees a day. That cam-
paign has since expanded to “Let it Bloom in June!”

“Pollinator Partnership”2  is a non-profit dedicated to 
supporting pollinators, primarily through public ed-
ucation and pollinator research. This group brought 
us several programs you might recognize, such as: 
Bee-friendly farming certification, Pollinator Week, 
the Bee MD, School Garden kits, the Million Garden 
Challenge, and Regional Planting Guides. 

For more than 45 years, The National Wildlife Federa-

SCBA's - Bee Book Nook
By SHANNON CARR

The Bee-Friendly Garden: 
Design an Abundant, Flow-
er-Filled Yard that Nurtures 
Bees and Supports Biodiver-
sity
By Kate Frey

Description
There are numerous bene-
fits to having a bee garden, 
both personal and global. 
Not only are bee gardens gorgeous, they are organic, 
pesticide-free, and ecologically sustainable. In The 
Bee-Friendly Garden, award-winning garden designer 
Kate Frey and bee expert Gretchen LeBuhn provide 
everything readers need, from "super blooming" flow-
ers to regional plant lists and plants to avoid. 

We have more than 250 books and DVDs in the 
SCBA Library. Kate Frey’s, The Bee-Friendly Garden 
is just one book in our collection. You can view all our 

books available to you at 
SCBA-Library (https://www.
librarycat.org/lib/SCBA-Li-
brary). Come to our in-per-
son meeting on October 11, 
at the Druids Hall, to check 
out and take home any of the 
books and DVDs available to 
SCBA members. 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may
https://www.pollinator.org/
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/Certify
mailto:boragelane%40comcast.net%20?subject=
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/SCBA-Library
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/SCBA-Library
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/SCBA-Library


Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2021 Page 7

General Meeting Update
 We plan to meet in person for our October General Meeting.  Our location has changed to the 

Druids Hall in Santa Rosa, 1011 College Ave. See the map below. 

This Donation Doesn't Cost 
You a Thing!

Did you know you can DONATE to SCBA without 
spending an extra dime? When you shop on Amazon, 
be sure to “Smile” and choose Sonoma County Bee-
keepers Association as your nonprofit of choice with 
Amazon Smile. There is also eScrip!  eScrip works 
with lots of different stores, most commonly here in 
Sonoma County is Oliver’s through their Community 
Card. If you are a 
frequent shopper at 
Oliver’s, be sure to 
sign up! Then keep 
your eye out for other 
stores that donate 
through eScrip. By 
choosing Sonoma 
County Beekeepers 
Association you are 
helping Sonoma 
County pollinators!
 

Click Here
for the Up-to-Date

Roster of SCBA Resources

2021 Board Members 
and Other Helpful People

https://www.sonomabees.org/members-only/scba-staff-directory
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https://www.monte-bellaria.com

