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This is our newsletter that reflects the various
techniques, theories and art of sustainable
beekeeping. Articles are contributed by our
members.

September Calendarr

President's Message

General Meeting -- September 13, 2021
Time: 6:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Dear Fellow SCBA Beekeepers,
As Fall quickly approaches I hope you and your
bees are all doing well. I always know when this
season begins, as the pink ladies appear out of
nowhere followed by falling leaves and cooler
nights.
There are many exciting things happening behind
the scenes that I want to share with all of you.
The first being that we are excited to be able to
have our first in-person General Meeting in October. It will be held at the Druids Hall in Santa
Rosa (address can be found at the end of the Extractor) and we will have some fun things planned
for all of you. More details, which will include
Covid precautions, will be in the October issue of
the Extractor.
Gardening4Bees is planning a pop-up plant sale
that you will be hearing more about at the next
General Meeting, and each of our Clusters is
having in-person Cluster meetings in September.
At those meetings, you will have an opportunity to
see old friends and make new ones. Our Cluster
Cafes are important not
only for gleaning information about beekeeping and gardening, but
also for the opportunity
to network within the
association, find bee
buddies and make con-

Topic:

Beekeeping in California from Past to
Present – Speaker is Ettamarie Peterson, 4th
generation Californian and history buff.
This month Ettamarie Peterson will share many
of the interesting things about beekeeping in
California, which started in 1853. To put together
this presentation, she has used newspaper
articles dating back to the 1800’s, information
from San Diego Historical Society, and Cornell
University’s digitized historical material.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82315662172?pwd=R
kZuRGZzeXJpNktWSUtqK2ZJMHczUT09
Meeting ID: 823 1566 2172
Passcode: 047225

Continued on page 2
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President's Message, Continued from Page 1

nections with other beekeepers and gardeners.
At the Central and West Cluster Café members
will hear about a pilot program they are starting –
“garden dives.” Similar to a hive dive, this wonderful idea came from one of our core gardeners;
we can’t wait to see how this develops and then
share the idea with all of our members.
Over this last year, I have been giving a lot of
thought to our association. I have had many
discussions with many members, trying to figure
out how to get you, our membership – especially
our newbees – more involved. Then it occurred
to me, I have to rethink my assumptions: We’ve
faced the unimaginable in the form of Covid,
fires, climate change, hive density, Zoom, and
a surge in membership (to name the most obvious), which have challenged our abilities to stay
the same association. And why would we want
to stay that way? Stagnant? For the longest time
I have been looking for ways to incorporate our
seasoned (long-time) members, focusing on
making sure you felt included and not forgotten.
Our Seasoned beekeepers are so important to
us: They guide and teach our new beekeepers.
For centuries, beekeeping knowledge has been
passed down from one beekeeper to another,
and SCBA is no different. We are an association
that started with a few beekeepers who passed
their knowledge and experiences on, and carved
the way for us to be who we are today.
Therein lies the challenge. We need to find new
ways to embrace, encourage and educate our
newbees and find ways to let them become the
next generation of Sonoma County beekeepers
and bee tenders!
This association is extraordinary, and we are
550+ strong! Since January we have added more
than 150 new members and are excited to be
starting something new with all of you. Shannon
Carr, our Volunteer Coordinator and I will be hosting a quarterly "Newbee Member Social," the first
one on October 30th. This will be a great opportunity for our new members to not only meet each
other and other beekeepers but also meet their
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Cluster Coordinators and other leaders within the
association. They will have the opportunity to ask
questions and learn what it means to be a member of SCBA, what SCBA can offer them, and
how they can support our association.
We are committed to our membership, new members and seasoned members, and to continue
our tradition of education through these difficult
times. With your help we are evolving as an association and we are looking forward to seeing what
the future brings to us.
See you out there!

Kelli Cox

2021 SCBA President
president@sonomabees.org

SCBA's Bee
Book Nook
We are very excited to announce our SCBA
Library is now visible online! We have more than
200 titles of books and DVDS, available to our
members to check out at our in-person meetings. You can view the books and DVDs we have
in our library, and their availability, by going to
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/SCBA-Library.
See something you like? You can check books
out at our next in person meeting on October
11. If you have something already checked out,
please bring it, or arrange to have someone bring
it for you, to the next in-person meeting. If that is
not possible, please contact Nadya, our Librarian,
at librarian@sonomabees.org or Shannon, our
Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteercoordinator@
sonomabees.org to arrange the return.
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GARDENING FOR BEES
We need each other – and bees need
us – now more than ever.

With drought and water restrictions, the heat and
the fires, climate change adding up to more and
more obvious challenges, we need to share ways to
be the best, smartest bee tenders we can possibly be.
How can we do that? Before all else, become
active as a gardener for bees – as a beginner, an
expert or any level in between.
Yes. Planting forage that will support bees is even
more important than keeping bees. Gardening
for Bees Group (G4B) is just one more way the
bees help raise our awareness of the impact of
our choices. Providing clean bountiful forage for
bees can be the next step toward saving water,
minimizing/eliminating chemical use, designing a
pollinator garden, creating resilient landscapes,
supporting native bees, butterflies and other pollinators, and other related aspects of promoting
healthy bees!

•
•
•
•
•
•

book pages
Set up a field trip or garden tour
Divide and share plants in your garden
Save seeds and show others how it’s done
Be your Cluster’s Garden Go-to Person
Host a garden dive-dig to demonstrate gardening knowledge or skills
Or whatever other aspect of bee-gardening
you’d like to commit to.

We are not kidding. We truly need what you
can bring to the party. And a party it often is,
because when we share with others, we benefit
most from the learning and friendship of gathering in small groups. Especially now, because
we’ve all been less social this past year and half
– and we still need to be careful!
Contact SCBA coordinator, Shannon at volunteercoordinator@sonomabees.org to become a G4B
volunteer. She’ll connect you with the opportunity
to capture your passion for the bees in a way that
is just right for you.
Thank you for joining the
Gardening for Bees Team!

Besides being a great avenue for sharing
drought-tolerant plants, SCBA’s
Gardening for Bees Group shares
vital information for all of us to learn
and collaborate via:
•
•
•
•
•

G4B Zoom meetings
Gardening for Bees SCBA Facebook page
Your Cluster Facebook page
SCBA website https://www.sonomabees.org/Gardening
G4B Wild Apricot e-mailings.

There are so many ways we can
help you – and you can help others –
become better bee tenders. And we
can do it in Covid-safe ways, outdoors, in small clusters, with closeby people who care and share your
interests by volunteering to:
•

Share questions or photos on
G4B and/or your Cluster Face-
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A summer grouping of Hot Lips salvia, Tithonia Mexican sunflower, Bronze fennel,
Iranian teucrium, calamintha nepetha, zinias, nicotiana, and borage.
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Regional Cluster
Coordinator News

From the Desk of our
Volunteer Coordinator

Mark your Calendars for our planned September
Zoom education gatherings. Zoom reminders will
be sent via separate e-mails in September.
Mon. Sept. 13, General SCBA Meeting via
Zoom: Ask the Expert starts at 6:00pm
Mon. Sept. 20, 7:00pm: New Beekeepers Forum
Mon. Sept. 27, 7:00pm: Seasoned Beekeepers
Forum
It is hard to believe that August has passed, and
the month of Sweet September is upon us. What
do I mean by Sweet September? Well, so many
yummy veggies and fruits are everywhere! Fresh
crops of tomatoes, cucumbers, apples and pears
to mention a few. This is definitely one of my
favorite months of the year. Next to the month
of September, I must mention that the all-cluster
Zoom “Preparing Your Hive for Winter” presentation given by Nikki Hull-Campbell on Saturday
August 21 was splendid! Nikki eloquently shared
the teachings of Serge Labesque and we are so
thankful for her doing so. Her own years of beekeeping experience came through in the presentation by incorporating first-hand learnings/experiences with her own hives. Thank you Nikki! You
can find the recorded Zoom presentation on the SCBA
website under the
“members only”
videos tab.
Rorie Sweeney

These last few months, as the SCBA Volunteer
Coordinator, have been quite an amazing and
eventful ride! I have been having such a great
time meeting so many of you, the members of, in
my humble opinion, an extraordinary organization. Everyone I have met has been supportive,
welcoming, and understanding of the fact that I
am still learning. From the bees, to the association, to the people, there is so much to learn with
new things popping up all the time. A challenge I
welcome!
Kelli Cox and I have been working on some
exciting volunteer opportunities. If you have been
wanting to get more involved with SCBA, please
let me know. We have a number of opportunities
coming up within our gardening program, our
regional clusters, and education program.
Our Education program, in particular, needs your
support. Covid hit this program the hardest. With
our community shut down there was no way for
this program to sustain itself. Education within our
communities is key to understanding the importance of honey bees and other pollinators in our
ecosystem, not just as beekeepers but also as
bee tenders through habitat management. This
program reaches out to our community in various ways -- presentations at libraries, workshops
at nurseries, community events, and, if we get
enough assistance, through pollinator gardens
at local schools. If you are interested in learning
more about all opportunies, please let me know.
I will be starting a "New Member Welcome night"
with the first one on Saturday October 30th. Details to follow. This will be a great time/place for
all you newbees to learn about our association,
meet your cluster coordinator(s) and other beekeepers, find bee buddies and ask questions. We
really look forward to meeting anyone that considers themselves a newbee. Until then,
Shannon Carr, Volunteer Coordinator volunteercoordinator@sonomabees.org
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Bee Plants of the Month
September 2021
By Alice Ford-Sala

Calendula Calendula officianalis
Family asteraceae

len and nectar. That daisy flower makes an easy
platform for insects to land on.

A bee-loved and beloved plant, Calendula should
be in every garden, in my
opinion. Easy to grow,
you can plant it in a container on a balcony and
have blooms almost yeararound. She is so hardy,
yet very pretty. The classic
daisy-flower of the asteraceae family, blossoms range from orange to
yellow. Supposedly an annual, I had a volunteer
that thrived for years right in front of my hives in
Santa Rosa. I never even watered her, but she
bloomed from very early winter through very late
fall. In colder climates Calendula dies completely,
but can be grown again from seeds, or readily
self-sows. You can also pick up starts in most
good nurseries. Remember, the single flowers
are more useful to bees than double-petal ones.

The sticky resin has antifungal qualities, which
are supposed to be good for humans, and we
know bees also collect resin from many plants to
use in propolis.

Give Calendula some sun, though she will flower in part-sun. Regular water and good soil are
appreciated, but not mandatory. Snip flowers to
keep blooms going, but if you miss and seeds
set, you can grow more or give some to friends.
She may stop blooming for a while in the heat
of summer
but is a great
cool weather
bloomer.
Bees and
many other
beneficial
insects, such
as lacewings,
ladybugs and
hover flies
make good
use of the polPhoto by Ettamarie Peterson
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The medicinal properties of Calendula are well
known amongst herbalists and easy to use.
Many medicinal plants are harvested for the
roots, but Calendula is easy -- just harvest the
flowers. That will keep her blooming, and you
can use the dried petals in many concoctions.
As a tea, it has been recommended for stomach
issues such as ulcers, indigestion and stomach
upset, as well as sore throat and coughs.
As with any herb, use a small amount to make
sure you or your child don’t have an allergy,
though Calendula is generally very well tolerated.
For skin conditions, such as diaper rash, eczema
or other irritations, it is also infused into an oil:
To make an infused oil that can be used in salves
or creams, combine 1 cup fresh flowers, or ½ cup
dried, with 1¼ cups almond, jojoba or olive oil.
Macerate or whirl in a food processor or blender,
store in a dark place for up to 3 weeks, shaking
the jar daily, then strain and use in your recipe.
Here’s an easy salve from Medicinal Herbs by
Rosemary Gladstar:
1 cup Calendula Oil
¼ cup grated beeswax
4-6 drops lavender essential oil
1 pinch turmeric root powder (for color)
To make the salve:
Warm the oil over very low heat and stir in most
of the beeswax, reserving just a tablespoon. As
soon as the beeswax has melted, put a tablespoon of the mix on a plate in the freezer for a
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minute or two, until the salve cools. Check the
consistency. If you decide you want a firmer
salve, add the rest of the beeswax. If you want a
softer salve, add a little more oil.
When the salve has reached your preferred consistency, add the essential oil, using more or less
depending on the strength of scent you prefer.
Stir in turmeric to enhance the orange color.
Pour into small jars or tins. Let cool, then put the
lids on the jars and store in a cool, dark location,

where the salve will keep for at least a year.
To use:
Apply a small amount of Calendula salve topically
to treat skin rashes, wounds, cuts, diaper rash, or
cradle cap, massaging it gently into the affected
area.
Enjoy this easy, beneficial and healing herb for
yourself and your bees!

Alice Ford-Sala

Notes from the Ag Department
Apiculture IS Agriculture
Greetings, Beeks!
Based on some conversations during the past
month, we wanted to be sure the Association understands our expectations regarding hive registrations. California law identifies that all beehives
shall be registered with the County Agricultural
Commissioner’s office. The Food and Agriculture
Code states that in January each year the number of colonies in each apiary and its location
shall be registered.
The Sonoma County Department of Agriculture/
Weights & Measures (Agricultural Commissioner)
requires that all commercial apiculturists register
their hives (colonies). We recognize that many of
our beekeepers are enthusiasts or hobbyists who
are interested in the health and welfare of bees
and their benefits to local ecosystems. For those
folks, beekeeping is not a business, and hives
are not regularly moved from the beekeeper’s
own property.
In Sonoma County, all homeowner/hobbyists are
strongly encouraged to register their hives, as
registration assists in our ability to demonstrate
the importance of “BeeChecks” when we are
conducting outreach to growers and pesticide
applicators. They also provide a valuable tool in
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2021

helping address bee pest and disease issues in
order to provide timely and relevant information
to our registered apiculturists.
If you are marketing your honey to consumers,
including family and friends, or you are keeping
hives on other peoples’ property, or otherwise
moving hives around for foraging or food source
habitat, then you should be registering your
hives; regardless of whether or not there is a
lease agreement or contract involved.
Registration can be completed on the BeeWhere
website: beewherecalifornia.com.
If Sonoma County is your “home county”, then
your $10 registration fee (regardless of number of
hives) and registration number can be phoned in
at our main office: (707) 565-2371 or mailed to:
Sonoma County Department of Agriculture
133 Aviation Blvd, Suite 110
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Feel free to contact me with any questions:
Beverly Hammond
Beverly.hammond@sonoma-county.org
Sonoma County Senior Agricultural Inspector
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Research Buzz!
By Gina Brown

How does polluted air impact bees?
The poor air quality interrupted my outdoor activities this week. That got me pondering how does
poor air quality, from wildfires and general pollution, impact our beloved bees?
The amazing abilities of bees to navigate to and
from desirable food sources is well documented.
The bees use all the tricks and tools at their disposal: Floral scents, colors and patterns, landmarks in the environment, position of the sun, polarized light patterns, spatial learning and more!
So many abilities packed into those tiny brains!
With so many wildfires in California and considering that honey bees originated as a forest-dwelling insect, I was surprised to find a dearth of any
scientific studies from California on the subject. I
did find a pending study from Oregon and a great
study from China. Use your imagination and
substitute “wildfire” for “dust storm” in this study,
because both events put massive quantities of
particles in the air.
This study monitored bees before, during, and
after a massive dust storm event. They attached
Radio Frequency identification Device (RFID) to
400 bees and recorded all trips out of the hive
(and back) of durations between 10 and 250
minutes. The study was conducted in May. The
apiary was located in a huge botanical garden,
which was in full bloom. The Degree of Intensity
of Polarization (DoP) in the natural sky ranges
from 0% to 50%. It is thought that bees need a
DoP of at least 10% to properly navigate and

15% to do a reliable waggle dance. Since actual
DoP is difficult to measure and is impacted by
many weather-related factors, this study used
particle matter (PM) and depolarization ratio (DR)
as substitute measures of pollution.
So, what is the bottom line? This study concluded, as you might expect, that the foraging performance of individual bees was impeded by bad
air quality. In this case, the average foraging trip
increased by 31 minutes per trip! Even days after
the event, the bees still needed to invest more
time foraging.
Sources:

(1)
Cho Y, Jeong S, Lee D, et al. Foraging trip duration
of honeybee increases during a poor air quality episode
and the increase persists thereafter. Ecol Evol.
2021;11:1492–1500. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
epdf/10.1002/ece3.7145
(2)
Fuentes, J. D., Chamecki, M. Roulston, T’ai, Chen,
B., & Pratt, K. R. (2016) Air Pollutants degrade floral scents
and increase insect foraging times. Atmospheric environment, 141, 361-374.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/am/pii/
S1352231016305210
(3)
Dovey K.M., Kemfort, J. R., & Towne, W.F. (2013)
The depth of honey bee's backup sun-compass systems.
The Journal of Experimental Biology, 216, 2139-2139.
https://doi.org/10.1242/jeb.084160

If you’d like to suggest a topic of research to explore, you can email me: boragelane@comcast.
net

Honey Extractor Rental
One of the benefits of SCBA membership is access
to our honey extractors. We currently have a honey
extractor for each cluster as well as one fruit press
shared across all regions. Members can find the
terms of this rental, as well as the necessary contact
information, in the "SCBA Members-Only Info" section of the website. To see this section you will need
to be logged in. Happy spinning and crushing!
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Master Beekeeper
Cheryl Veretto: She loved
Bees, Plants and People

studying for the test. There is a lot of science/biology and vocabulary that I learned. Overall, it was a
great experience. And I passed."
Sadly, Cheryl Veretto died on August 3 after a
hard-fought battle with cancer.

By Kathy Keatley Garvey

Cheryl Veretto was the first to step forward.
She and 51 other beekeepers had gathered that
day in September 2016 at the Harry H. Laidlaw
Jr. Honey Bee Research Facility at UC Davis
to undergo testing to become California Master
Beekeepers at the apprentice level.
The UC Davis-based California Master Beekeeper Program, launched and directed by Elina
Lastro Niño of the UC Davis Department of
Entomology and Nematology, continually seeks
science-based bee ambassadors. CAMBP's
vision is "to train 2500 apprentice beekeepers
over the next 5 years so they can effectively
communicate the importance of honey bees and
other pollinators within their communities, serve
as mentors for other beekeepers, and become
the informational conduit between the beekeeping communities throughout the state and
UCCE (UC Cooperative Extension) staff."

"It is with a heavy heart that I inform you all that
Cheryl passed away on Tuesday 8/3," wrote a
daughter on a Go Fund Me page. "She fought long
and hard and in the end, she was surrounded by
family and love. I want to thank you all for the love
and support you sent to Cheryl. She was loved
and treasured by us all."
Cheryl had moved several years ago from a small
town in Sonoma County, California, to a small
town in Hays County, Texas, west of Austin, to be
closer to family. She was a member of the Hays
County Beekeeping Association.
The accolades are pouring in on social media:
•"What a sad day when we lost Cheryl. A beautiful
person inside and out."
Continued Page 9

The 52 beekeepers had just answered 125
questions on the written test, dealing with basic
honey bee biology, beekeeping equipment, maladies of the hive, and management techniques.
Then they took the practical exam, which consisted of 20 minutes of one-on-one time with an
examiner. They demonstrated their mastery of
basic colony and hive inspections, identification
of equipment and different hive types, and various management techniques.
Veretto, then president of the Sonoma County
Beekeepers' Association (SCBA) and a member of the Sonoma County Master Gardeners
(SCMG), had no qualms being first in line to
take the practical test.
“I signed up to get it over with," Veretto told us.
"I hate waiting for a test--it is nerve-racking. But
once I opened the hive, I felt at home. The Master Beekeeper session was somewhat intense
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2021

Cheryl returns a frame to a hive, while examiner Charley Nye
watches. (Photo by Kathy Keatley Garvey)
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interested her in bees and in beekeeping? “I
started out as a greedy gardener -- wanting
"I have missed Cheryl and her vivaciousness and everything to be pollinated so that I could select
energy since she left Sonoma County a few years my best,” Veretto recalled. “I have always plantback. I will always remember her in her bee outfit ed for pollinators in my gardens, but wanted to
practically giving away the plants she propagatmaximize, and so, I started beekeeping -- and
ed at the bee club meetings. She was a talented
what a journey it has been. I am now an activist
master gardener, artist, graphic designer, leadfor pollinators, and you never stop learning when
er and beekeeper. Hard to believe she is gone.
you get into bees/beekeeping. The honey bee
Much love to the family."
and humans are tied together closer than many
think."
•"The story I remember the most is when you
put down your hive tool and couldn't find it just
Veretto said she thoroughly enjoys keeping bees
when you needed to put the hive back together
and engaging in public service. “I enjoy building
because the bees were angry and coming at you. community. We have an awesome bee club with
I'll never put my hive tool down again while I am
a membership that is fully engaged--we have
in the hive!"
activities going on most every week, and we are
active in the community, doing presentations and
Indeed, Cheryl was a dynamo, a friendly, enthusi- demonstrations,” she said. “I do public speaking
astic dynamo with a finely honed sense of humor. with both SCBA and SCMG groups talking on
We remember asking her "Does beekeeping run
'Planting for Pollinators' and 'Safe Gardening'
in her family?"
practices. I just finished the Advanced Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) Program with Master
“No, my family runs from bees,” she quipped. “I
Gardeners and hope to include much of that
come from a family of gardeners -- generations of information in my presentations as well. My true
them."
passion is gardening and propagating bee forage
plants; most days you find me outside in the garWe wrote about her and the California Master
dens and apiary.”
Beekeeping Program in a Bug Squad blog on
Dec. 13, 2016.
"It is important to recognize we have to change
our landscapes, build community, reclaim yards
At the time, Veretto said she lived on a small rural and convert them to gardens, grow food -- share
farm with her human family and 12 bee hives,
with your neighbors -- plant it and they will come.
along with Cashmere goats, chickens, cats, dogs, Our environment is changing rapidly and we have
a food garden and several pollinator forage garto act fast to make a difference."
dens.
Let it "bee" known that Cheryl Veretto made a
"I started beekeeping with one hive six years ago difference, a huge, definable difference.
and gradually built up to 12," she told us. "I think
that is a good size of apiary for me; it takes a little Beekeeper Christine Kurtz of Petaluma said it
more time for management but I am learning so
well: "Cheryl was an amazing person, gardener
much more, having several colonies to watch,
extraordinaire and deeply cared about bees and
and something different is going on in each. I
all pollinators. She ran circles around us and her
keep bees in both Langstroth and TopBar hives,
enthusiasm was intoxicating. We miss her so but
and have an observation hive for demonstration.” she lives everywhere in our pollinator gardens
because we all got plants from her. We will all
Veretto related that she joined SCBA seven years continue planting in her honor. Life is short; emago, and had been keeping bees for six years.
brace the ones you love even if it's virtual."

Cheryl Veretto, Continued

Continued page 10

How did she decide to be a beekeeper; what
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2021
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Cheryl Veretto, continued

Current SCBA president Kelli Cox related that in
Cheryl's memory, "we are going to have a very
informal gathering at Bees N Blooms in Santa
Rosa on Saturday, Oct. 2 from 4-6. Her beekeeping friends, her gardening friends, her fellow
Master Beekeeping Friends and family members
are among those planning to attend. (For more
information, contact her at president@sonomabees.org)

2021 Board Members
and Other Helpful People

Need to find your Cluster Coordinator or report a
swarm? Click below for the complete directory of
SCBA Board members and other resources.

https://www.sonomabees.org/members-only/scba-staff-directory

Cheryl Veretto's passing brings to mind, "telling
the bees," a European-based ritual that involves
telling the bees when a beekeeper dies so that
bees can share in the mourning.
Editor's Note: This tribute appeared originally
on the Bug Squad blog: https://ucanr.edu/blogs/
blogcore/archive.cfm?y=2021&m=8

MEETING UPDATE!
We plan to meet in person for our October General Meeting – October 11, 2021. Although the time is
the same, 6pm for Ask the Experts, visiting with your clusters, and 7pm for our speaker and or presentation, our location has changed to the Druids Hall in Santa Rosa: 1011 College Ave. See the map
below.
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