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This is our newsletter that reflects the various techniques, theories and art of sustainable beekeeping.
Articles are contributed by SCBA members.

DECEMBER CALENDAR

President's Message
Dear Fellow SCBA beekeepers,
I am truly grateful to have had the opportunity to serve you
this past year as your President. I would like to thank the
many of you who stepped up to make this year happen.
It’s been a challenging, rocky, extraordinary year with the
Covid pandemic, fires, and tumultuous election season.
Yet our members and community persevered and SCBA
rose up to meet these unique challenges. Thank goodness
for Zoom, which allowed us to communicate, educate and
come together through the computer screen. Learning new
technology has definitely kept me on my toes, as I am sure
it has for many others.
As I step down from the president position, I would like to
say that my five years on the board has produced a treasure trove of new friendships, unique learning experiences,
and the pleasure of working with a wonderful team of volunteers.

Monthly Meeting: Monday, December 14
SCBA Zoom General Meeting December 14, 2020
Sign on at: 6:00 to 7:30pm
Thank You Volunteers!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92926349739
Meeting ID: 929 2634 9739
Please join us at 6PM for our annual volunteer
recognition and announcement of the election results.
And for fun, a chance to visit with your bee friends and
community.
Because no one has sent in any photos, the ugly sweater contest has been cancelled.
We hope you will pull up your chair, tune into Zoom and
be a part of recognizing our wonderful volunteers.

I am pleased to announce that we have a full board of
candidates for 2021 including a President! Election ballots
will be sent out to you soon. Don’t forget to vote!
Our Holiday General Zoom meeting will be on December
14th. I’m looking forward to seeing you all in your ugly
sweaters or simply your smiling faces!
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May you all enjoy a safe and
healthy holiday season. Much as
our bees are doing all they can to
survive the winter months, let us
all take special care so we can
stay well and come together in
this New Year.
With much gratitude and
appreciation,

Ann Jereb

2020 SCBA President
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020
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BEE PLANTS FOR DECEMBER
By Alice Ford-Sala

Scilla Squill
Bluebell
Family: Liliaceae
We end our year with pretty, hardy and bee-friendly bulbs that
bloom late winter to early spring, giving our bees a welcome nectar
source after a long winter.
Most Scilla are native to cold winter areas of Europe or Asia, so
they need some chill hours. Northern California fits the bill nicely.
Because they are early bloomers, mix some other early bulbs in
with them, such as snowdrop (Galanthus) or grape hyacinth (Muscari).
They naturalize easily; I have some growing under Oregon Grape (Mahonia) in a raised bed and they have coexisted quite nicely.
They can grow in filtered shade, can take summer water but
need good drainage.
eaten.

They are deer and rodent resistant and might be toxic to dogs if

Scilla look very similar to hyacinth, and some share the same
name – Scilla campanulata and S.hispanica are actually classified under
Hyacinthoides.
They have pretty bell- or star-shaped flower spikes that rise from
strap-like basal leaves. The flowers last a long time and bees are always
busy on them when the weather is nice enough for them to fly.
S.bifolia Rosea is a pretty shell-pink charmer. Lightly scented, the
flowers rise 4-5 inches tall.
S. litardierei, Meadow Squill, has deep blue-purple conical flower
spikes 6” tall.
S.siberica, Alba, a white variety, 4-5 inches.
S. siberica, Siberian Squill or Spring Beauty, twilight blue flowers
nodding in clusters, 5”.
S. peruviana, Peruvian Scilla. Native to the Mediterranean, it blooms
in late spring, with large rounded flower heads. Most are blue-purple
but some are white.
I hope you have enjoyed our year of bee-friendly bulbs. There’s still
plenty of time to plant some more!
May you and your loved ones have a safe and healthy holiday season
and New Year.

Alice Ford-Sala
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Scilla Squill, Bluebell

Please note that sadly this is the last column by Serge Labesque. He has so nicely let us copy his 2019 columns
and will not be writing any more for us. We are grateful for the many, many years of advice he shared with the
newsletter and the many classes he has given to our members. He is a true friend of the bees and their keepers!
– Your Editor, Ettamarie Peterson

My December
Beekeeping To-Do List by Serge Labesque
© 2019

For bees’ sakes, this must be said!
Bees are suffering! It’s a beekeeper’s leitmotiv,
and yet we see little or no progress made. Helping bees
requires action on several fronts: pesticides; loss of habitat;
beekeeping practices being among the most important of
these.
Wrestling with pesticide manufacturers is akin to
fighting the Hydra of Lerna, the mythical multi-headed monster that grew two new ferocious heads every time one was
cut off. Indeed, when one pesticide is banned, new ones
are already in production to replace it. Although the hardwon and all-too-infrequent bans of some of these toxic substances may look like victories, they actually accelerate the
arrival of new poisons on the market and their dumping in
the environment. Yet, no matter how desperate this struggle might appear, it has to be fought if only not to leave free
rein to the agrochemical industry.
Yes, the pesticide manufacturers and users actually kill honey bee colonies and other pollinators with
their products, but the worst and most damaging offenders
really are among the beekeepers. In fact, and regrettably,
we are talking about the majority of beekeepers. Through
conventional practices, which include treatments, feedings,
and reliance on mass-produced queens, packages and
nucs, they profoundly erode the intrinsic strength and the
genetic diversity of the species as a whole. The dissemination of mass-produced bees and migratory beekeeping
not only spread pests and diseases, but they also prevent
the establishment of locally adapted populations over time.
Conventional beekeeping is so widespread that it is the
species as a whole that is actually being weakened.
Beekeepers at all levels of competence cause important damage by procuring bees from commercial outfits.
But the experienced beekeepers that condone or partake
in the production and distribution of these mass-produced
bees are particularly to be blamed, as they are very well
aware of the issue and they choose to ignore it to benefit
financially from this exploitation of the bees. Shame on
them!
Let’s not delude others or ourselves: Queens that
are mated more than a few miles away from our apiaries
are not “local” bees for us. Indeed, they received and carry
genes that may be unsuitable in our environment and conditions. Worse, their drones and swarms alter and degrade
our local bee populations.
Writing this does not earn me many friends, but I
just cannot close my eyes on this dismal state of affairs and
say nothing. If we want a chance to save the honey bee,
we must tell the new beekeepers why they should stay
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020

away from commercially produced packages, nucs and
queens. We must also convince experienced beekeepers
that participate in one way or another in this commerce to
abandon their detrimental practices. Surely, these are uphill
battles, but they must be fought. Evidently, this discourse
demands an alternative to the puppy-mill bees. And here it
is: We can share bees and queens from our good, healthy,
locally adapted colonies with neighbor beekeepers. It is
so simple, easy to do, and satisfying! Spring is only a few
months away, so, please, let’s plan on dividing our hives
and raising a few additional queens for other beekeepers.
Together, we can create enough splits to stop the flood of
commercial bees. It will be good for the bees and for all
involved.
December in the apiaries
The bees spend most of the time clustered at this
time of year. The lower combs of the hives have been
vacated by the emergence of the winter bees from the fall
brood nests. When the weather is warm enough, a few
bees come out of the hives. They may perform cleansing
flights or forage on some of the rare plants that offer nectar
or pollen at this season. It’s a modest amount of activity
though. Because the bees can gather little stores during
the few hours when foraging is possible, the colonies rely
mainly on the contents of the hives. However, the bees do
not consume much as long as they do not have to keep any
brood warm and fed. This spares stores, but it also allows
the colonies that possess good grooming behavior to gain
control over the varroa mites. This relatively low level of
colony activity will soon end, when in a few days, a few
weeks at most, the queens resume or increase their egg
production.
Meanwhile, occasional visits to the apiary allow us to
keep an eye on the hives. The wind may have caused
damage that needs to be addressed. Even when we do
not see bees flying, we can take a look at the debris that
accumulates on the monitoring trays and on the ground, in
front of the hives, and figure out what the bees are doing inside the hives. With an ear on the side of the boxes, we can
perceive the soft reassuring hum produced by the clustered
bees. We do not disturb them.
Back at home, we can work on the equipment we
will need next spring. Some pieces have to be cleaned and
repaired, others have to be assembled or fabricated. It is
also interesting and productive to review our apiary notes
from the year that is coming to a close. Maybe we can
figure out why some colonies were successful, and others

Page 3

were not. What did we do right, or wrong? Much can be
learned that will make us better beekeepers.
In anticipation of the next beekeeping season, we
can add a few plants that will provide some sustenance for
the bees and other insects and animals, as well.
Happy Holidays to all of you from the Labesques!

In summary, this month:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inspect the exterior condition of the hives:
The hive tops should be properly set and secured.
Examine the hive entrances and the ground in front of the
hives.
Verify that the hive entrances remain unobstructed.
On nice days, observe the flight paths and the bee activity.
Examine the debris on the monitoring trays.
Verify that mice have not entered hives (telltale clues
of their presence are visible on the monitoring trays, as
coarse pieces of comb, mouse feces, etc.)
Ensure that the hives are adequately ventilated.
Clean and scorch tools and equipment.
Repair and build beekeeping equipment.
Review notes from the year.
Plan next season (evaluate the need for equipment and
bees).
Read and learn more about bees and beekeeping.
Plant bee forage.
Enjoy some honey.

Serge Labesque
© 2019

Regional Cluster Coordinator
News
Cluster Activities 2020
Happy Holidays SCBA Members! We all have busy
schedules these days with non-beekeeping tasks filling our
calendars. It isn’t too early to start planning for your spring
equipment needs. Have fun cleaning and refurbishing used
frames, boxes, etc. so you are ready for a new swarm or
split should you be in the market when swarm season is
upon us in a few months. If you need help or guidance with
any of your equipment needs, please feel free to reach out
to your Cluster Coordinators. They are a wealth of information!
Cluster Coordinator teams are coming together for
2021 and planning for activities will most likely continue to
be under COVID guidelines. You may receive a cluster-related survey requesting your feedback to assist with 2021
activity and education planning. Please take the short survey and provide feedback so you can help us plan for 2021.
We look forward to seeing you all in the future!

Rorie Sweeney

Regional Cluster Coordinator

Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020
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Bee Conscious Removal
---LIVE BEE REMOVAL--We specialize in removing bees alive from
walls, barns, sheds, and trees.
“Difficult” extractions are our specialty.
Beekeeping lessons offered at reasonable prices.
Wild bee colonies for sale.
We’ve been in business locally for 16 years and
have done over 850 honeybee extractions so far!
Call Chris Conrad at 415-350-5700
Santa Rosa

www.beeconsciousremoval.com
Free Bee Colony For Successful Referral.

Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020
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MADE IN

Open Weekends from 10AM to 4PM (May through December).
Check Website for additional special hours and dates with admission fees.

Monte-Bellaria di California
Lavender Farm, Olive Grove & Beekeeping

www.monte-bellaria.com • 707-829-2645
3518 Bloomfield Road, Sebastopol

Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020
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2020 Board Members
and Other Helpful People

Click Here
for the Up-to-Date
Roster of SCBA Resources

Contact Information
Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association are held on the second Monday of each
month at the Rohnert Park 4-H Building. The meetings cover a wide range of topics of interest to beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not need to be a member nor a beekeeper
to attend these meetings. Dues can be paid online at our website sonomabees.org, at our monthly meetings or by
mail. Please see our Website for the application and various kinds of memberships available.

6 pm – Meet your cluster members; ask
questions; bring your own cup and fill it with tea
or coffee and have some goodies.
7 pm – General meeting starts. (See page 1 of this
newsletter for speaker details.)
Our mailing address is:
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Assoc.
P.O. Box 98
Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098
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Honey Extractor Rental
One of the benefits of SCBA membership is access
to our honey extractors. We currently have a honey
extractor for each cluster as well as one fruit press
shared across all regions. Members can find the
terms of this rental, as well as the necessary contact
information, in the "SCBA Members-Only Info" section of the website. To see this section you will need
to be logged in. Happy spinning and crushing!
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DECEMBER 2020 G4B UPDATE
3 MONTHS, 2 FIRES, 1 PANDEMIC, AND NOW – A BEE-EAUTIFUL POLLINTOR HEDGEROW!
Gardening for Bees Group Partners
with the Sebastopol Grange.
The idea for a cooperatively created

would be an ideal way to meet goals for
both organizations.
By April, The Grange had developed

hedgerow project began back in March,

a plan, a budget and a vision for a 630-foot

before social limits of the pandemic set in.

pollinator hedgerow. By June, the project

SCBA Program Director Miles Sarvis-

began to take shape when nearby

Wilburn had a chance conversation with

earthworks contractor Ron Peters

Laura Shafer, newly elected President of

Excavating delivered fill dirt and generously

the Sebastopol Grange. In comparing goals

donated a backhoe and operator to create

of the organizations each represented,

three distinct crescent-shaped planting

Miles and Laura discovered common

mounds – a design suggested by Grange

ground for a potential project.

member Wendy Krupnick that left the
property’s center open to north-facing
views. Soon after, arbor mulch was added
to top the mounds, raked in and watered to
begin development of root-boosting
mycelium that would give future plantings a
quick start.

SEBASTOPOL GRANGE – BEFORE PLANTING

The Grange intended to plant
flowers around their meeting hall at 6000
Sebastopol Avenue along Highway 12;
while the SCBA Gardening for Bees Group
was looking for outreach opportunities that
would result in more bee forage and
increased public awareness of the value of
pollinator gardens. A planting visible to the
community that used a mix of flowers, trees
and perennials would offer The Grange
attractive highway screening as well as
valuable habitat for beneficial birds and
insects. A collaborative hedgerow project

Crescent shapes topped with arbor mulch.
– photo Laura Shafer

Even as fires burned in Sonoma
County in August and September, elements

A true community project.
– photo Maryle Brauer

for a sizable hedgerow planting came
together. Maryle Brauer, G4B Group
Coordinator earmarked a donation of 20
plants propagated by the group’s home
nurseries that would be available for the
project. In addition, The Grange worked with
Cal-Flora nursery owner Josh Williams, who
offered a generous discount and shared
plant selection and planning expertise.
Other offers and donations to the project

Miles and Stevie wrestle a Red Bud into place
-- photo by Laura Shafer

included Sonoma premium soil donated by
Grab N’ Grow Soil Products, gopher
baskets provided by Sebastopol Hardware,
and drip irrigation supplies donated by
Harmony Farm Supply, making the project a
true community effort.
As planting day approached, Miles
and Maryle worked with Laura and other
Grange members on planning plant

donation of 20 perennials, included two big,

combinations and garden layout. On Friday,

beautiful western redbuds which were

October 23, they delivered and placed

surrounded by a vitex chasteberry bush,

donated plants. Planting day, October 24,

sugar bushes, yellow ribes, rosa chinensis

turned out to be a foggy Saturday morning,

'mutabilis,' a coffeeberry shrub, quailbush,

ideal for the work ahead. Miles, Maryle and

buckwheats, shasta daisies, creeping

four more G4B Group members arrived to

rosemary, gaillardia, calamintha

tackle the major task: Stevie Lazo, Alice

nepeta, and many varieties of salvias.

Ford-Sala, Kim Bergstrom, Connie Alexich.

Connie commented on how well

The following Monday Maryle and Miles

organized the effort was. Kim Bergstrom

would return to complete the irrigation line.

said she was pleased to participate, since

The hedgerow mix included trees,

she’d never been to The Grange before.

shrubs and plants, mostly California natives,

“Bravo!” encouraged G4B core group

chosen to provide blooms for every season

member Sibyl Bugarin. “It’s going to be a

as well as food and shelter to bees and

beautiful sight come 2021 spring, summer

birds in the surrounding Laguna de Santa

and fall.” And after digging 70 plants into the

Rosa and Kelly Farm area. Plants

ground, Miles had to admit he’s pretty

purchased by the Grange, plus G4B’s

excited to see it all next spring.

“It was good to work with Laura
Shafer,” said Maryle, “and satisfying to see

Hedgerow planting complete and ready for irrigation.
– photo Maryle Brauer

the plants go in so efficiently! And there was
the yummiest pizza from Acre for lunch,”
Maryle added. “It's been a long time since I
shared a group pizza and it was divine!”
“It was great to see (masked) folks in
person,” Stevie said. “Yes,” Alice agreed,
“so good to see real live friends!” Maryle
summed up the experience: “It fulfilled a
G4B outreach goal and was a fine finale to
all G4Bs hard work this year.”
A round of thanks to Miles, to Maryle
for leadership, to Stevie, Kim, Alice and
Connie for joining in the community project.
The Grange has named the project
the Really Good Bees inspirational garden
(initials RGB after Ruth Bader Ginsburg).
Laura Shafer sends their thanks to the

HONEY FERMENTED CRANBERRIES RECIPE

Gardening Group for the incredible effort.

As a toast and small consolation to holidays
celebrated in extra small gatherings, or
postponed to safe times ahead, here’s a
holiday recipe from a Mountain Feed blog
that uses honey in a super healthy, possibly
even a bit medicinal, version.
Bee merry, bee well!

“What team work! Please feel free to stop
by the Grange (post Covid) if you are
passing and the gates are open.”
And please stay tuned to SCBA
Extractor News for an update on this project
as plantings become established in 2021.
ONE MORE G4B COMMUNITY
OUTREACH EVENT
Please note that Maryle Brauer and
Christine Kurtz were speakers at the
Petaluma Valley Rotary Club on
Wednesday, November 11. Their topic
addressed “Growing Habitat for Pollinators”
from a beekeeper’s point-of-view. The
Rotary meeting format was virtual.

