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Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby and 

commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees. 

Monthly Meeting – July 13th- General question and answer session. Bring your hive management questions. 

Aug. 15 – 16 Apple Fair-Volunteers needed. Call Ettamarie Peterson 
WAS Convention will start on the afternoon of August 17th and go through Thursday night, August 20th. in Healdsburg 

  From the President  
   “Bee Prepared!” 
  You may have heard the definition of insanity:  ÒInsanity 
is doing the same thing over and over again while expecting 
different results!Ó   Most human beings, including us beekeepers, 
have the proclivity to make ÒrutsÓ--repeated patterns--in the way 
we think, live, make decisions and conduct our business.  Some 
ruts may be good, but other ruts are not good for our lives or our 
honey bees.   

The good news is that ruts are open at both ends (we 
don!t have to stay there).  Ruts are very different than a grave 
that is closed at both ends! 

Cowboy logic says, ÒIf ya find yourself in a hole, first 
thing ya do is stop diggin!Ó  

Ruts can be heading in the right direction.  The problem 
may be how deeply we are entrenched, which results in Òhigh 
centeringÓ that slows us down and eventually we can become 
stuck in our ruts. Ruts can make it difficult to turn when 
necessary, to be flexible and accept change.  ÒBeeing PreparedÓ 
can keep us out of trouble so our ruts do not become too deep! 

We all face small and big changes constantly, along 
with honey bees. We must adapt and deal with these changes. 
Sometimes we need to ask others for help to climb out of our ruts 
in how we think and operate.  This is the value of our Sonoma 
County Beekeepers Association, connecting with brother and 
sister beekeepersÑ helping each other (like honey bees do), 
attending meetings and volunteering at bee educational events!  
Thank you. 

Caring for bees is a dynamic changing endeavor. We 
often hear we need to Òthink like a beeÓ (not like bees when they 
have Òbeekeeper road rageÓ--yes bees have their ÒrutsÓ too!).  I 
agree we need to Òthink like a beeÓ, Òthink a mile ahead of a beeÓ 
or maybe even Òthink like the entire beehiveÓÑ since bees act as 
one very complex organism!  If bees were any smarter than they 
are, they would be keeping us in a box! 

What does all this have to do with the price of beeswax? 
This brings us back to our title, ÒBee Prepared!Ó  I am 

asking myself how I can avoid my own beekeeping ÒrutsÓ?  Then I 
will ÒBee PreparedÓ for the bees when I observe, open and work 
in my hives, collect swarms, do structural extractions, remove 
hives in trees, interact with the public, and when beekeepers help 
me and I help beekeepers!  

We all face different challenges, but I believe if we 
adequately take the time to ÒBee PreparedÓ beforehand, it will 
greatly improve our beekeeping skills and effectiveness.  A 
genuine bee emergency is one thing, but if I create bee 
emergencies by not preparing ahead of time, by not having ready 
what I or the bees need, my beekeeping will not be as effective!  
Not having the necessary equipment, forgetting the smoker 
lighter, losing my hive tools, running out of frames or boxes to 

add when the hive is open, not having a roll of duct tape, 
etc.  All this produces unnecessary stress the bees and 
I do not need.   

Don!t assume anything!  Ask questions.  
Assuming the swarm is low to the ground like the lady 
said and not bringing a ladder (or finding out there is 
poison oak under the swarm that she forgot to mention 
are what you don!t want to discover after you arrive!) We 
have all been there and it makes us Òhigh centerÓ 
slowing us down and we can eventually become stuck in 
the Òunprepared rutsÓ of beekeeping.  However, even 
when we don!t have what we left in our garage, 
Ònecessity is the mother of inventionÓ and I know that 
beekeeper creativity is amazing!!!  I have even surprised 
myself! 

You have heard the saying, ÒThe hurrier I go 
the behinder I get!Ó  Sometimes speed is needed with 
bees, but often being intentional, slow and prepared 
keeps us from Òspinning our wheelsÓ and repeating our 
Òinsanity patternsÓ.  We need to ask the right 
questions: What am I doing? What do the bees need?  
What do we need before helping honey bees?  HAVE I 
FORGOTTEN ANYTHING?  Better preparation is a 
Ògold mineÓ that will often saves us time, money and 
increase our effectiveness.   
   ÒBee PreparationÓ is key from start to finish!   

And one more thingÉR EMEMBER TO ALLOW 
ENOUGH TIME FOR CLEAN UP after working with 
honey bees (so you can keep ahead of the wax moths!).  
Allowing enough time for cleaning up will help you ÒBee 
PreparedÓ for your next bee adventure! 
Emery Dann, Your President 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6/8/09 
Meeting commenced at 7:05.  We had a full house and it 
was reported that there were 106 folks present! 
 Eric Mussen, an entomologist (especially in 
regards to bees) from UC Davis came to speak to us on 
ÒBee Diseases and Nutritional NeedsÓ. 
Eric began with a brief announcement of the upcoming 
WAS conference in August and handed out an update of 
how things are coming together, details of the events, 
the schedule, as well as an order form to sign up for 
some or all of the conference. 
 Honeybees first arrived in this country from 
Europe to Virginia in 1622.  It wasn!t until 1852 that they 
came to the west coast; first San Jose, then Sacramento 
and then on to southern California.  The central valley 
was once a bee foraging paradise from Redding to 
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Bakersfield where one could not walk without stepping on bee 
food!  
 With the bees also came diseases such as American 

Foulbrood, European Foulbrood, Nosema apis and probably 
most of the viruses.   
 Sacbrood was first described by G.F.White in 1913 and 
is now quite easily detected by beekeepers.  Sacbrood, acute 

bee paralysis and chronic bee paralysis were among the first to 
be studied. 
 Chalkbrood was first identified in U.S. bees in 1968, 
although some individuals said they had seen it much earlier.  It 
was first noted by Maassen in 1913 in Germany.  Chalkbrood is 
caused by the fungus Ascosphaera apis and seems to be worse 
in the spring when the brood gets chilled. 
Israeli acute paralysis virus (IAPV) was the most recent RNA 
virus to be found in our bees.  It was temporarily blamed for CCD 
and it is relatively common.  It doesn!t seem to hurt colonies 
much. (unlike Israeli colonies)  The Israilis have come up with an 
IAPV inoculation experiment and it is being used on 30,000 
commercial colonies in the U.S.  They think that they can get rid 
of all bee viruses using their product ÒRemebee proÓ and it will be 
interesting to see what happens at the end of the season! 
American Foulbrood was quite problematic in the late 1800!s and 
the first Òbee inspectorsÓ were hired in San Bernardino County to 
burn up diseased colonies and hives.AFB is still with us today, 
but we have antibiotics to use against the bacterial and fungal 
diseases if we so choose, although no matter which antibiotic 
medicine we use, we will always end up with resistance.  
Nosema apis was first seen and named by Zander in 1909.  
Surveys conducted by G.F.White in 1919 demonstrated the 
pathogen in U.S. bees.  Studies on Nosema transmission and 
control were conducted from the 1950!s to the 1970!s.   
Nosema Cerenae was first officially identified in U.S. bees in 
2006 and came in with the Asian honeybee, although there were 
other samples of bees, collected decades ago that had N. 

cerenae in them.  It was temporarily thought to have been the 
cause of CCD and the Spanish still believe that this is so.  
Studies from samples around the country in 2007 and 2008 
determined that N. ceranae has just about completely replaced 
N. apis in U.S. honeybee colonies whereas in Canada it!s about 
50%.  When colonies have higher levels of infection they tend to 
sputter all season or die, whereas at lower levels they tend to be 
ÒnormalÓ.  
 Randy Oliver (of scientificbeekeeping.com) has been 
doing lots of treatments for N. ceranae and has found that all of 
his bees have it, and they basically do what they normally do. 
Fumagillin still seems to be the best chemical used to control 
both of these diseases. 
Q&A 
Q:  What are N. ceranae symptoms? 
A:  (correction:  insects have ÒsignsÓ, not ÒsymptomsÓ)  N. apis 

signs are dysentery.  N. Ceranae does not have that.  It slows 
down digestion and the bees are unable to feed the brood or the 
queen.  Everything slows way down. 

Q:  Are these diseases contracted by monolithic 
cultures? 
A:  Yes, it is possible. 
Q:  Randy detected something that looks like EFB.  
Comment? 
A:  We don!t know what it is. 
Q:  How are our bees doing here? 
A:  They are doing better west of the Rockies than they 
are east of the Rockies.  We are experiencing an overall 
29% loss.  Two years ago the losses were 31% and 
37%.  In the good old days it used to be 5% and now it 
is between a 15-25% loss over winter. 
Q:  Europeans banned neonicotinoids and did the bees 
get better? 
A:  France banned ÒGauchoÓ and no they did not (for the 
first year) 
Q:  Do bees pollinate roses? 
A:  Do bees visit roses?  Bees are less attracted as 
we!ve gotten away from wild roses.  There are some. 
Q:  Are CCD numbers mostly from commercial 
beekeepers? 
A:  Commercial beekeepers are more apt to register 
information.  Hobbyist info doesn!t get into surveys 
much. 
Q:  Are some diseases in honey? 
A:   AFB spores are in honey.   
Q:  Does it harm humans? 
A:  Generally speaking, no.  They don!t jump species. 
Q:  I was listening to a radio program where they were 
talking about Movento.  Comment? 
A:  Movento interferes with the insect to use lipids.  
Bayer did an experiment in a citrus grove in Florida and 
things seem to be going ok with the bees.  There may 
be a problem later in stored pollen. 
Q:  If one of the symptoms of N. ceranae is a failing 
queen, how do you tell if it!s a queen problem or a 
worker problem? 
A:  You really can!t tell. 
Q:  If the queen were failing would workers not make a 
new queen or fail because of N. ceranae? 
A:  They can make enough food to make a queen cell 
and respond to symptoms but sometimes they don!t 
know the reason why things are out of whack. 
Q:  What is the treatment for Nosema? 
A:  Fumagillin 
Honey Bee Nutrition in a Nut Shell 
Honey bees are at their best, robust selves when 
completely well fed from many different pollen and 
nectar sources.  Each pollen adds one or more 
important nutrients such as:  protein, vitamins, lipids, 
minerals, sterols, antioxidants and carbohydrates.  It is 
found that bees need one acre of bloom per day and 
they tend to be healthier in an urban and suburban 
areas than in commercial ones because of the varied 
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gardens, ornamentals and trees.  A typical monoculture which is 
free of weeds and variety such as the interior central valley of 
California is what is compromising the health of our honey bee 
colonies.  When forced to forage on a limited variety of blossoms 
they often reduce or stop brood rearing. 
We must count our blessings that we are isolated from many of 
the honey bee pests and diseases and that our colonies are well 
fed most of the time ~ it makes beekeeping much more 
successful and fun!  
Q&A 
Q:  What about grapes? (in terms of bee food) 
A:  Grapes don!t need pollination but bees love the flowers. 
Q:  What about olives? 
A:  (Same) 
Q:  Do poisonous plants, such as oleander have poisonous 
pollen or nectar? 
A:  The pollen of California Buckeye, Death Camus Corn Lily, and 
Loco Weed kills bees.  Bees don!t like oleander but will go to it 
and it is not poisonous to them.  Unripe nectar from 
rhododendrons and azaleas can be harmful to humans. 
Q:  Why do you not feed infants honey? 
A:  There are spores in honey - fungus or yeast - and they can 
grow botulism.  After a child develops flora in their digestive 
system, then they are able to fight it off. 
Q:  Does diatomaceous earth hurt bees? 
A:  It could be harmful if it was put on grapes when grapes are in 
bloom. 
Q:  Does sulphur hurt bees? 
A:  Not that we know of. 
Q:  Is there anything else (besides sugar water) we can feed to 
bees that is good for them?  
A:  Brewers yeast and soy flours.  Bee feeds have these 
ingredients in them.  
Respectfully submitted by: 
Darlene Taylor, Secretary 
 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 6/8/09 

We met with Eric Mussen at 5:30 for dinner before the general 
meeting and discussed the different ways in which SCBA could 
be involved in the WAS convention.  Janet informed us that we 
received a letter from the franchise tax board stating that our 
corporate status had been revoked. This was a result due to 
unresolved paperwork issues, which Janet has been working on 
frying to clear up for months, and will continue to do so until we 
are back on track.  Thank you Janet! 
After the general meeting we met briefly at approximately 9:15 
and Emery Dann announced that Airport Cinemas had chosen 
our organization - SCBA, to be the recipient of a generous 
donation made by them.  We were also invited to have a display 
table at their cinema on the weekend of June 26 & 27. 
Sharilyn Bunce, our librarian brought to our attention the issue of 
overdue books by one of our members who has had them for 
over a year.  The amount of the books when she checked on 

Amazon (used) came to around $240.  It was decided 
that Emery would pursue this issue to have the books 
returned.   
All present at the meeting were Emery Dann, Michael 
Johnson, Janet Leisen, Ettamarie Peterson, and 
Darlene Taylor. 
Submitted by: 
Darlene Taylor, Secretary 

 
Financial Report- Janet Liesen, Treasurer 
Bills Paid in June 2009ÉÉ ÉÉ ÉÉ É. .$560.66 
Deposits madeÉÉÉ ÉÉ ÉÉ ÉÉ ÉÉ. $439.88 
Ending Balance in Checking accountÉ$ 5068.74 
Money in Money Market AccountÉÉ É$ 3072.90 
Note: If you want to see the details of the association!s 
expenditures, please contact the treasurer. This past 
month they were mostly for materials used to educate 
the members and the public. 
 

Thanks to Volunteers  
 We missed our chance in May to meet and 
educate the public but got an interesting opportunity in 
June. The Airport Cinema invited us to the opening days 
of the movie Transformers. They are donating money to 
our association as well! 
 Emery Dann put out a call for volunteers to 
serve at a display in the theater lobby. Emery, Doug 
Vincent, Janet Leisen, Kristine  Sieber, Kathleen 
Murphy, Mitch Savitsky, Kit and Cynthia Grimm, 
Leonard and Lynn Riepenhoff, Randy Sue and Tony 
Collins, and Ettamarie Peterson talked to the public.
 Lots of people stopped to chat and some 
wanted to join our association! Some donated money!  
 The movie wasn!t even about bees but had a 
character in it called ÒBumble BeeÓ! Any excuse for us to 
talk to the public we take! 
 

My July Beekeeping To-Do List 
By Serge Labesque © 2009 

 
Bees are very accommodating and resilient 

animals.  This is proven by the fact that they can survive 
the various questionable hive designs and the 
mismanagement practices we expose them to.  
Nonetheless there are times when their biology gives us 
no leeway.  Undoubtedly one of the most exacting of 
such instances is during the queen rearing process.  I 
recently received a cruel reminder of this, a lesson that 
I!ll share here. 

Towards the end of May I decided to raise a 
batch of queens.  Twenty larvae from one of my best 
source colonies were grafted and placed into a starter 
hive.  The bees took beautifully to the task of feeding 
and building the cells.  All the cells looked splendid 
when the hive was changed into a finisher colony.  
About that time, the weather turned unseasonably cold 
and breezy and I became quite sick.  A few days later 
the hive was to be maintained in order to ensure 
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adequate incubation of the sealed queen cells.  As a result of the 
queen rearing procedure I was following, this required moving 
more brood near the queen cells in order to draw nurse bees 
around them.  However, because I was feeling sick, I went 
against what I knew to be the right thing to do.  I rationalized that 
opening the hive in the gloomy and drizzly weather to relocate 
the brood was going to do more harm than good to the bees.  

You!ve probably already guessed the outcome.  When I 
went to harvest the queen cells, bees were everywhere but on 
the cell holder frame.  Not a good sign!  Rapidly candling the cells 
confirmed the initial impression of failure.  I opened a few cells.  
The stage of development of the dead pupae left no doubt about 
when I!d made the mistake:  It was the day I decided to stay 
inside, nursing my sore throat instead of taking care of the 
developing queens. 

Yet another sobering beekeeping mistake that I never 
want to make again.  
July in the apiaries: 

This year the colonies have amassed a remarkable 
quantity of pollen during the spring.  The lower parts of the brood 
chambers are often packed solid with beebread.  Most of it is 
sealed under a glaze of honey, which will help keep it from 
spoiling.  Nurse bees will find these stores at the end of the 
summer and in the fall, when the brood nests recede into the 
lower parts of the hives.  This pollen will be needed in the fall to 
ensure good nutrition of the developing winter bees.  Yes, the 
colonies are already preparing for winter:  Do not disturb! 

But we are not there yet.  Summer is barely starting and 
with it comes meager honeyflows or nectar dearth, testy hives 
and the bane of the bees: robbing.  We must be ready to thwart 
this nasty behavior and to avoid triggering it in the first place.  
The recommendations are always the same: keep the colonies 
strong, do not expose honey supers, do not open feed, reduce 
the entrances as necessary or use anti-robber screens, make 
sure the hives receive the early morning sun, make your 
inspections as brief as possible, be prepared to close the hives at 
any moment and, if you have to feed the hives, do it in the 
evenings. 

The queens have already reduced their rate of egg 
production, which is the reason for the relatively small proportion 
of open brood we see in the hives now.  Therefore, the brood 
nests are starting to shrink.  However, the hive populations are 
reaching their maximum this month.  This is due to the 
emergence of the brood produced at the end of spring and to the 
gradually increasing lifespan of the bees at this time of year. 

Weak colonies should be combined.  Make sure they 
are healthy before doing so. 

Summer frame and super management differ from what 
was done in the spring.  Unless your hives are in exceptionally 
melliferous locations, undersupering is the norm in the summer.  
Frames with foundation that has not yet been drawn should be 
removed, or else the bees will destroy the beeswax during the 
nectar dearth.  On the other hand, I consider that the presence of 
a few empty frames can be beneficial, because air circulation 
through the hive is improved by their presence and because the 
bees may build comb in them should a surprise summer nectar 
flow materialize (don!t count on this though!) 

- Provide the bees with steady sources of water. 

- Manage brood nests and stores. 
- Be aware of and avoid situations and manipulations 

that can trigger robbing. 
- Ensure that hives are adequately ventilated (some 

afternoon shade is helpful). 
- Develop young colonies for next season. 
- Requeen, if possible and warranted, or combine 

hives that are not performing satisfactorily and 
those that have failing queens. 

- Observe young queens and their offspring.  Take 
notes for later selection, combination or 
replacement. 

- Reduce the unused volume of hives 
(undersupering).  

- Remove frames of undrawn beeswax foundation. 
- Beware of the danger of using a hot smoker in the 

dry grass. 
- Harvest surplus spring honey. 
- Consider raising summer queens as long as drones 

are present. 
At home: 

- Extract harvested honey. 
- Render capping wax. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 

Serge Labesque © 2009 

 
Thanks to Sonoma County Beekeepers 

Association! 
By Adam Kinsey 
As the volunteer beekeeper for Petaluma Bounty, I want 
to say Thanks! to SCBA!s board and members. As 
many of you know, we!re a nonprofit providing food for 
low-income and indigent Petaluma residents, and I run 
two hives for them at the farm off N. Petaluma 
Boulevard. These will provide some honey this year, but 
more importantly will pollinate the 70 fruit trees next year 
that got planted this spring. Emery Dann and the whole 
Board have been gracious with their time and care, and 
the membership stepped up, providing supers that these 
hives are filling now. They are happy! 
 
So thanks again, and if you ever want to come and visit 
them and see our whole urban farm, we!d be glad to 
show you around. Email me at 
adam@petalumabounty.org. And you can find out more 
about us at our website: 
http://www.petalumabounty.org/. I should have some 
beekeeping blog entries up there soon. 
 
Reminder to those who want to purchase ad 
space that the business card size ad is $5, the 
1/4 ad is $10, and the 1/2 page ad is $20. 
Classified ads are free to members. 
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The two association extractors are housed at Ken 
Schlosser's home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They 
also rent for $5 a day. Ken!s number is (707) 829-5360. 
His cell number is 481-2880.  

 

Member Ad Space 
(Free ad space to all dues payers)  
 

New hives with two boxes (some double deeps some single 
deep with a super) that are ready to go. Just right for someone 
that wants bees that are up and running, with this year!s queens.  
One box almost filled with honey, pollen and nectar, and one box 
with a lot of brood.  Please contact me.  431-1569 or 
ApriLLance@aol.com April Lance 
1656 West Dry Creek Road 
Healdsburg, California 95448 
707-431-1569 
 
Bloomfield Bees Honey 
Geof, Jackie and Bloomfield Bees have some spring nucs just 
waiting for you! Call them at 836-7278 or 490-5001 

PO Box 12051 
Santa Rosa, CA 95406 
www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com 
 

 
Honey Bee Trivia 
While looking through my copy of The ABC & XYZ of 

Bee Culture, I found the following information. If one beats 
rhythmically on the side of a honey beehive, box hive, or natural 
nest, the bees will respond by moving upward. The queen and 
the drones will follow the workers. If a covered, empty super or 
hive body is placed above an opened hive, the bees will march 
into it in an orderly fashion in a matter of several minutes. This 

process, called drumming, is one method commonly used to 
force bees out of a fixed comb hive. It is important to smoke the 
bees moderately before starting the beating process, but once 
the bees start to move further smoking is not necessary. An 
uncoordinated beating will arouse the guard bees and cause 
them to attack but a rhythmic one does not. One may drum with 
bare hands, a stick, or other instrument; a rubber mallet works 
well. 

I am wondering if anyone has ever used that technique 
to get bees out of a building. I have been trying to get bees out of 
a pillar in front of a house on ÒBÓ (really) Street all summer. We 
can!t locate their exit to make a one way escape work. 
Hmmmmmmm 

 
What!s In Bloom 

 
The catalpa trees along our street are still blooming. The 

wild blackberries are also still blooming. Where the plants can get 
some moisture yellow mustard, poppies, star jasmine, nigella, 
zinnias, butterfly bush, bottle brush, daisies, fennel, lavender, 
plantain, gopher purge (I don!t think it really works against 
gophers!), pincushion flowers (Scabiosa is their real name but 

that sounds like a disease.), sunflowers, cosmos, 
squash, beans and asparagus blooming. 

 
 
July Recipes 

Grandma!s Soccer Bars 
Raley!s Something Extra Magazine Summer 2009 
 
2 C. Old Fashioned oats 
1 C. whole wheat flour 
"  C. raisins or dried mixed berries 
#  C. packed brown sugar 
#  C. ground flaxseed 
"  tsp. cinnamon 
#  tsp. salt 
#  C. Honey 
#  C. peanut butter 
2 tsp vanilla extract 
1 large egg, beaten 
 
Preheat oven to 350¡F and generously coat a 13 X 9 
inch baking pan with nonstick cooking spray. Stir 
together oats, flour, dried fruit, brown sugar, flaxseed, 
cinnamon and salt in a large bowl. Add remaining 
ingredients and mix well using your hands. Press the 
mixture evenly into prepared pan and bake for 20 
minutes or until bars are lightly browned on the edges. 
Cool for 5 minutes before cutting. (Do not allow bars to 
cool completely before cutting.) Makes 24 (2-inch 
square) bars. 
 
 
 
Honey Rum Pineapple Coconut Sundaes 
Raley!s Something Extra Magazine Summer 2009 
 
#  C. honey 
#  C. dark rum 
$  C. lime juice 
$  tsp. ground allspice  
4 peeled and cored #  inch thick pineapple slices 
4 large scoops Coconut Ice Cream 
#  C each: toasted coconut and toasted chopped 
almonds 
 
Heat honey, rum, lime juice and allspice in a small 
saucepan until honey is melted. Place pineapple slices 
on a rimmed pan or plate in a single layer. Pour honey 
mixture over pineapple slices. Let stand for 1 to 4 hours, 
turning once or twice. Remove pineapple slices from 
marinade (reserve marinade); grill pineapple over 
medium heat for 3 to 4 minutes per side. Place 
pineapple in 4 shallow bowls or plates; top with ice 
cream, 1 or 2 tbsp. of reserved marinade and toasted 
coconut and almonds, if you like. 
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Apple Fair Volunteers Needed! 

 
On August 15th and 16th we will once again be having 

our great display and sales booth at the Gravenstein Apple Fair. 
All members are invited to sell their honey at this event. Also we 
need members to talk about bees at the observation hive and sell 
honey sticks. Some will even volunteer to go into the screened 
tent and open up the hive we bring to show the public what a real 
hive looks like. Please contact Ettamarie Peterson 707-765-4582 
if you can volunteer.  

The public looks forward to seeing us there. We have 
become a tradition at this fair in the Life on the Farm corner. 
Sales of honey are always great.  

Any member selling honey must help with the setting up 
the afternoon before and tearing down the evening of Aug. 16th. A 
10% over ride fee is charged by the fair so you will have to pay 
that as well.  
 
Important Things I!ve Learned and Want to Share 
By Leonard Riepenhoff 
 

To help prevent swarming of your hives, always have a 
frame or two in your supers that need to be drawn out 
(foundations only). Young bees produce wax (at a certain age 
whether they want to or not) and they need a place to use it. This 
also will eliminate trashy burr comb. (I think they make this 
useless comb just to get rid of the wax.) 
 Bees need water to cool the hive so I used my pint 
exterior feeder jars filled with plain water that the bees have 
consumed in less than two weeks, depending on how warm it 
was. When bees forage a distance for water, most of it could 
evaporate before they get back to the hive. This saves the bees a 
lot of flying time. Therefore you have a more efficient hive. 
 I used these methods on a hive and so far have 
harvested 80 pounds of honey from that colony. This is from a 
swarm I collected in 2008. I didn!t re-queen the colony, maybe 
the bees did, or maybe this swarm came with a young queen. I 
wish I knew! 
 My experience tells me that this year!s swarms 
(collected after May) are next year!s honey producers. I don!t 
expect any surplus honey from the swarms collected from May 
on. 

Does powdered sugar help prevent mite population 

explosion? I!ve used no chemicals on my bees for the last three 
years and lost 30% of my colonies over winter. One of my 
colonies has lots of mites and still I harvested 45 pounds of 
honey from it so far. I powder sugared them five times and still 
they have lots of mites. ?? I am going to try three methyl pads on 
top of the bottom screen now to see if that will get rid of the 
mites. Another method would be to put a short frame in the box 
hoping drone brood will be extended on the bottom, which can be 
removed after it is capped, hoping a lot of mite brood will be 
included. 
 I powder sugared colony #1 five times starting on March 
11. The first three times I so no mites and the fourth time I saw a 
few (May 5th). The last time (June 24th) I saw lots. I started giving 
them the front entrance feeder plain water at that time. On June 
20th I collected 80 pounds of honey from this colony. 

 Colony #2 was not given powdered sugar and 
on June 22nd I saw a few mites on the monitoring board. 
I did give it water on June 22nd. At that time I got 45 
pounds of honey. 
 The bees were landing at 100+ per minute for 
both colonies in June. I consider a colony weak if 50 or 
fewer bees are landing per minute. 80 is good and over 
100 is great. A healthy colony of bees produces up to 
100 pounds per season. I usually get about 30 pounds 
per hive. 
 Whenever I check the honey supers, I move 
the frames in the center with nectar stored in them to the 
sides and put the less filled frames to the center. The 
bees build up the frames like the shape of a pyramid 
and I feel this helps fill the complete honey super. 
 
WAS Conference Information and Plea for 

Volunteers 

  If you are planning to attend the WAS 
Conference in Healdsburg, register before July 15th to 
save money. Go to 
http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/files/65158.pdf to 
download the pre-registration form. The dates of the 
conference are Monday, Aug. 17th to Thursday, Aug. 
20th. Registration at the conference will begin at 3 p.m. 
SCBA members are needed to help with the 

registration!  
 The first event is a honey and wine tasting on 
Monday at 7 p.m. in the Krug Center at the Dry Creek 
Inn. 
 Tuesday Jerry Bromenshenk will have an 
interesting talk including a device that listens to the 
health of a honey beehive. Other speakers will be 
Michelle Flenniken, the Haagen Dazs post doctoral 
fellow, describing her efforts to determine how honey 
bees respond to being infected with viruses. Then Steve 
Sheppard will describe the changes in pathogen and 
parasite loads over the season in commercial 
beekeeping operations in Washington. 
 Tuesday at noon people will carpool to April 
Lance!s property on West Dry Creek Rd. for a BBQ. The 
afternoon is free or you can pay an extra fee to hear 
Larry Connor. 
 Wednesday morning there will be a tour of 
Serge Labesque!s apiary. Wednesday afternoon UC 
Davis Emeritus Professor Robbin Thorp will introduce 
people to the fascinating world of non-Apis bees. 
Following his talk two other professors will describe their 
studies on the contributions of native bees to pollination. 
 Thursday the morning session opens with Ron 
Fessenden, MD, MPH; founder of the Committee for the 
Promotion of Honey and Health, Inc. Then Dewey Caron 
will be speaking on the natural history of the honey bee 
colony. After lunch (on your own) Liz Applegate will 
continue the topic of health and honey. Then Randy 
Oliver will share his knowledge of many topics. 
 SCBA members can also contribute time as 

guides and help get silent auction items. Contact 

Emery Dann if you want to help in any way 
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SCBA Executive Board 2009 

Pres. Emery Dann president@sonomabees.org  707-

527-9711 

Past Pres Michael Johnson. 707-789-0900 

pastpresident@sonomabees.org   

1st Vice Pres. – Michael Johnson 

vicepresident@sonomabees.org 707-789-0900 

2nd Vice President –Kit Grimm 

vp2@sonomabees.org 707-584-1404 

Secretary –Darlene Taylor 

secretary@sonomabees.org 707-823-3753 

Treasurer Janet Leisen treasurer@sonomabees.org 

707- 528-2085 

Librarian –ShariLyn Bunce 

librarian@sonomabees.org 707-707-538-7190 

Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez  707- 579-9416 

Serge Labesque  nonprofit@sonomabees.org   707-

996-3149 

Historian –Jackie Whitford 707 836-7278 

geofwhitford@yahoo.com 

Editor Ettamarie Peterson – 

editor@sonomabees.org   765-4582 

Swarm Chairperson- Michael Johnson 

swarms@sonomabees.org 

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Ken 

Schlosser 707- 829-5360 or cell 481-2880 
 
Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County 
Beekeepers! Association are held on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7 pm.   The meetings 
cover a wide range of topics of interest to 
beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about 
honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not 
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend 
these meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay 
dues.  

 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

21 West 7th St.                      Santa Rosa 
          707-545-0721  
     
                            
We car ry the beekeeping supplies you need. 
Lar ry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and 
Sponsors of our  Day Under  the Oaks Display. 
 
Order your  packaged bees now. 

BARDELLA &  ASSOCIATES 
   Taxes Ð Consulting Ð Financial Reporting 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!  
   By Appointment 
   707-829-4800 
   800-758-0599 
   FAX 707-823-2865 
   702 Litchfield Ave. 
   Sebastopol, CA 95472 
     Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA 
    Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service 
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com 
http://www.bardella.com 
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July 13th meeting Ð 7 p.m. 
4-H Foundation Center in 
Rohnert Park.  
 

Bring your questions about how and when to 

harvest honey, what bees need in the heat, 

should you worry about robbing, and any other 

questions that have been “bugging” (pun 

intended) you. 


