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The Newsletter of the Sonoma County Beek eeper sQAssociation

December 2008

The Monthiy Extractq[

Our goal isto increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby and
commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees.

Monthly Meeting PDecember 8"- Review of our Library and Question and answer time ---bring your beekeeping
concerns and let your fellow beekeepers solve them. No question will be considered too dumb! We promise!

From Your President
Dear SCBA Members,

The December meeting should be a great opportunity
for the new members to get ALL of the questions answered about
beekeeping. The meeting format will be entirely question and
answer. Many beekeepers have questions but are afraid to ask.
All questions big, small, smart, dumb, simple or complex will be
answered. | will try to not berate anybody for asking about using
chemicals in their hives.

Your SCBA ballot will be arriving in your mailbox the first
week of December. Please fill it out and either bring it to the
December meeting or mail it in to the SCBA P.O. Box. In
addition, it is now time to renew your SCBA membership for
2009. | hope you got your $25 worth this past year. For the
newcomers, your association dues gives you access to the 2
radial extractors we own, a lovely library to check out beekeeping
books, an excellent monthly newsletter, monthly meetings to
educate us about beekeeping, ability to participate in the annual
swarm listing, community outreach, mentoring and a multitude of
other benefits. EVERY year a new application needs to filled out
and submitted with your $25 dollars. All submitted information is
kept confidential and NEVER shared with anyone outside the
association.

If you would like to participate in the 2009 swarm list,
you need to fill out the appropriate information on the backside of
the SCBA application. If the information is incorrect, incomplete
or not submitted by the soon to be announced deadline, you will
not participate in the 2009 swarm listing. NO EXCEPTIONS!

Please do your rain dances so we can all have a better
beekeeping year in 2009!

I would also like to thank the dedicated Board Members
who | had the privilege to work with this past year. Your SCBA is
a better organization because of the hard work and effort put
forth by Emery Dann, Barbara Alois, Janet Liesen, Sean Straw
and Ettamarie Peterson. My term as president was made easier
because of these competent individuals and | appreciate all of the
help and input that they have put in to make the association what
it is today.

Regards,

El Presidente
Mided Jdrsm
Michael A. Johnson, D.P.M.

Oct. 13" General Meeting Notes

Lela Dowling, a formerly active and now honorary SCBA
member and a monthly contributor of bee humor to our monthly
newsletters was our guest author. She wrote Uncle Buzzy!s Big
Fat Book O! Bee Cartoons. It is always good to be around Lela as
she has a great sense of humor and a warm spirit. Many

members were able to purchase her book and have her
sign their copies at the meeting.

Our presenter was Serge Labesque. The topic
was Let your bees prepare for winter. They prepare
brood by raising winter bees that have more fatty tissue
& they produce royal jelly.

A strong hive is determined by their population,
if they are well fed, the queen is a good layer, all
members are in good health, they have adequate food
stores, logical hive location with a minimum of 2 hours of
sun each day & they are sheltered from pesticides or at
least reduced exposure.

Combine any weak hives to help them through
the winter. Return wet frames to the bees.

Feed them if necessary:

Sugar syrup recipes as follows:

2 to 1 sugar/water to replenish stores

1 to 1 sugar/water to stimulate egg laying

OR  Honey only from healthy hives

The bees can be fed by using drawn comb, hive top
feeder, or feeder pail.

Location advice:

Avoid too much shadeEm in of 2 hours of sun each day
Avoid north winds

Winterize their hive:

Rainproof outer cover with paint or metal; secure from
wind; use entrance reducer, mouse guard & screened
bottom board; remove queen excluder. It is best to use a
top feeder because it acts as an attic and acts as
insulation. Follower boards are good to have in place of
the number 1 and number 10 frames for side insulation.
Hive configuration should include 35-40 Ibs of honey for
an established hive. Leave 1 or 2 empty frames in the
super in the middle of the frames if possible. Complete
configuration by the end of November. Improperly
prepared hives suffer with moisture, mold, starvation
and mouse damage.

Happy beekeeping and Happy Holidays to one and all.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Alois

Board notes for Oct. 20, 2008

Meeting began at

7:00 p.m.

Present were Michael Johnson, Emery Dann, Ettamarie

Peterson, Barbara Alois. Absent was Janet Leisen.

The entire board decided to include Angelo Ibleto in the
potluck and pay him the same as last year. Motioned by
Emery Dann and seconded by Michael Johnson.

Potluck dinner competition will be as follows:




4 categories of appetizer, salad/side dish, entrZe, dessert.
There will be a best honey dish award as well.

Each winner will receive a $25 gift certificateE3 will be from
beekind and 2 from Western Farm.

SCBA will provide coffee and tea. Motioned by Michael
Johnson and seconded by Barbara Alois.

Remind members to bring their own place settings AND
a serving utensil for their pot luck dish.

Nominations will be conducted for new board officers for
2009. Janet Leisen has volunteered to continue as treasurer for
2009. Thank you Janet :0}

It is to be noted that Doug and Katia Vincent donated
the 3 beekind gift certificates for our potluck dinner competition.
Thank you, Doug and Katia Ey ou take such good care of us.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Alois

November 10" General Meeting-Potluck Dinner
Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m.

Officers present were Michael Johnson, Ettamarie Peterson,
Janet Leisen, Emery Dann & Barbara Alois.

Such an abundance of food! We ate, laughed, talked,
laughed, ate, ate some more, laughed & talked some more.

Then we got to the meeting portion of the evening.
Visitors and new beekeepers were: Mike & Erica from Kenwood,
Kathleen from HealdsburgEw ill have hives in the Spring, Lisa &
Angela from BeniciaEn o hives but assist parents who have
hives, Phyllis from SebastopolE3 hives, Mary from
SebastopolEt he bookkeeper at beekind!

Nominations for the 2009 board members were as
follows:

President Emery Dann

1%V.P.  Michael Johnson

2"V.P.  Kit Grimm

Treasurer Janet Leisen

Secretary Darlene Taylor
Ballots will arrive in your mailboxes by Thanksgiving. Either mail
in your ballot or hand carry it to the December meeting. Details
regarding delivery will accompany the ballot.

To say thanks for all they do for SCBA you can
remember beekind for your holiday shopping, including
Thanksgiving, stocking stuffers and for those special gifts. They
are open 7 daysEa nd now we know Mary, their bookkeeper!

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Alois

Board Meeting November 17, 2008

The Board meeting was called to order at 6:58 p.m.
Present was Ettamarie Peterson, Michael Johnson, Emery Dann,
Barbara Alois and Janet Leisen. Darlene Taylor, nominated to be
secretary for 2009 was present to observe the process.

We will look into a 501C3 status so we can accept
donations.

Motion was passed unanimously to pay for an ad in the
Press Democrat to raise awareness of honey bees and to
promote SCBA. Motion was made by Ettamarie Peterson and
seconded by Janet Leisen. The cost of the ad is $248. The ad will
be written by Emery Dann and run in the newspaper twice around

the Thanksgiving holidays. There will be two more
similar ads run again closer to swarm season to remind
people of our swarm hotline and the importance of
protecting the honey bees.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Alois

My December Beekeeping To-Do List
By Serge Labesque © 2008

In December, despite the fact that our bees are
tucked away, comfortably clustered inside their hives,
there is still a lot we can do as beekeepers. Foremost is
to try to become better beekeepers. Indeed, there is
always room for improvement in our skills and for
expansion of our knowledge. We can easily do this by
learning from the past seasons and from the very best
of beekeeping teachers: our bees. To this end,
beekeeping notes can be invaluable tools and terrific
teachers! aides. Anyway, could there be a better time to
read and review our notes than right now, sitting by the
woodstove in the middle of winter?

This year is a particularly interesting one to
learn from. This is because it followed a year that was
quite similar in terms of weather conditions, honeyflows
and nectar dearth. So this coincidence provides a
means of comparing the outcomes of different hive
management decisions we may have made. We can
gain a hint of what worked and what didn!t.

There are so many questions that we can ask:
Why did this hive thrive when that one failed? What did
we do differently this year from last? How did the
results differ? Could we have anticipated a hive
evolving one way or another? How much brood and
stores did the hives that successfully made it through
winter contained in the fall? And those that didn't? Why
did this division prosper when that one struggled? Are
the daughter queens from this line as good as their
mother? How are the bees handling pests and
diseases? Is this apiary better than that one?

We could fill pages with more questions.

Often, the answers may be found in our notes.
At times, it takes a little investigating and some
reflection, but this exercise can be fun, even exciting,
especially when we hit one of those ®h!-I-get-it!tO
moments (they used to say @Eurekal!(. Then, we are all
of a sudden one notch better beekeepers. The
guestions that remain without answers show points that
may be worth exploring next year.

Regardless, no matter how much we think we
know about bees and beekeeping, we must keep
challenging our facts. As always we should not take
anything for granted with bees. Never!

Here is one lesson that may come out of this
valuable exercise: Nextyear, welll take better notes.



December in the apiaries:

These are the shortest days of the year. Most queens
have stopped laying eggs. The colonies show signs of life only
when mild weather conditions permit, and the bees consume
relatively little of their stores. This is a period of rest for most of
Nature. lItis to be respected: No open hive inspections!

Still, occasional strolls through the apiary to make sure
that everything is all right can be very enjoyable and at times
beneficial to our bees. It does not take any preparation or effort
to verify that the hive tops are properly secured on the hives.
Pulling and observing monitoring trays does not disturb the
clustered bees, and can provide important information about the
colonies. At times, this can be a life-saving act for clusters that
wandered off center and away from their stores. This is easily
seen on the trays, and can be remedied in minutes at the first
suitable chance.

In the apiaries:

Inspect the exterior condition of the hives.

- Verify that hive tops are properly set on the hives (add
weight, or secure them with string, as needed in windy
areas).

- Verify that the hive entrances remain unobstructed.

- Observe monitoring trays. The clusters should remain
centered in order to maintain access to their stores.

- Verify that mice have not entered hives (telltale clues of
their presence are also visible on the monitoring trays,
as coarse pieces of comb and mouse feces, etc.).

- Keep an eye on and make a note of the colonies that
carry lots of brood (lots of cappings are visible on the
trays). The risk for these colonies is that they may run
short of stores at the end of winter, because in order to
maintain the elevated temperature that is required by
the brood, they consume stores at a greater rate than
would be normal.

At home:

- Clean and scorch tools and equipment.

- Cull old and misshapen combs.

- Start building frames and other pieces of beekeeping
equipment for next season.

- Make foundation or comb starter strips.

- Review beekeeping notes from the year.

- Look forward to next season.

- Enjoy some honey.

Happy Holidays to all of you from the Labesques!

| Learned About Beekeeping From This
By Ettamarie Peterson

On the 13™ of November | took advantage of the
unusually warm weather to inspect a hive that | was concerned
about. My concern was because all the other hives had a lot of
traffic on the landing boards and this one had very little.

It was a double deep hive but when | got into it, |
discovered the honey and pollen stores were mostly up in the top
box. The bottom box had a little stores but no sign of brood and
some empty frames. | took out each frame of both boxes and
made decisions to either keep them in one box or the other.
When | finished | kept one deep with 9 frames and a follower

board. The discarded frames | moved to a different part
of the apiary with a top and a screened bottom board.
This | decided would be my bait hive come next swarm
season.

| wrote down all this in my notebook and
decided the hive was probably a goner but at least did
not look diseased. Much to my surprise | discovered
brood of all ages and a nice looking queen in it when |
checked it just 9 days later! My lesson learned is not to
write off a hive just because you can't see the queen or
signs of brood.

| felt good that the frame | selected to be the
most likely to have brood was the correct one. | had
made sure it was left in the center with pollen on each
side and honey stores next to those. Sergels advice was
remembered and put into place. Now | will follow his
next advice and not check this hive again until a warm
day in February.

Honey Bee Trivia

Honey bee queens mate on the average with
between about 7 and 17 different males. Different
methods in different populations have resulted in
different estimates. Males mate just once; depositing 6-
10 million spermatozoa into the oviducts of the queen,
then die. (I don!t know who counted the spermatozoa!)

Yellow Dot Project Update

By Diana Sylvestre

We have been quietly working away on Yellow
Dot issues, mostly creating documents and recruiting a
few nurseries. Now we also have a website.

If any of you have time, would you mind
checking it out: http://www.yellowdotproject.org/ and
letting me know if there are any errors. The nurseries-to-
date are there. Next, we'll be posting all of the signs and
pamphlets and the like that we've created, and a link for
donations once we figure out how to structure that.

Rosemary McCreary, who writes the Press
Democrat gardening column that omitted honeybee
information a couple of months ago, has agreed to
write about our project. She tentatively has scheduled
something like in April when more is happening.

I'll try to schedule an update at the December
SCBA meeting.

Editors Note: Diana posted this on the
yahoolist and did get some good feedback. Please let
her know what you think and if you want to help in
anyway.

What!s In Bloom

Before the end of December we can expect to
see some eucalyptus blooming. The bottlebrush and
California Fuchsias also bloom this month.

Letls hope the rainfall is adequate to
encourage the wild mustard and radish in January! It is
S0 nice to see our landscape turning green again after
so many months of brown fields.



Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space
that the business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is $10,
and the 1/2 page ad is $20. Classified ads are free to
members.

The two association extractors are housed at Ken
Schlosser's home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They
also rent for $5 a day. Ken!s number is (707) 829-5360.
His cell number is 481-2880.

Member Ad Space

(Free ad space to all dues payers)
Bloomfield Bees Honey
Geof, Jackie and Bloomfield Bees are in need of a few volunteers
to help this fall. If you would like some great field experience and
real hands on work, call them at 836-7278 or 490-5001

Make sure to get on the list for 2009 nucs early!!!
707-836-7278

PO Box 12051

Santa Rosa, CA 95406
www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com

RESERVE YOUR BEES FOR SPRING 2009

50 nucleuses MucsCof Italian Honeybees for Spring 2009 (to be
picked up Mid or Late May).

No chemicals ever used! Last year we raised and sold 50 GucsO
and 49 are reporting tremendous success (one was placed in
deep shade!). Please let us know the number of GducsOyou
want. Approximately $150 per @ucQplus the purchase of one
medium honey super.

Please feel free to email me with any questions, or if you would
like to come and work with me in my bees in Healdsburg, please
email me. ApriLLance@aol.com or 707-431-1569

April Lance

December Recipe
Peanut Butter and Honey Cookies
From In Praise of Honey By Jane Charlton & Jane Newdick
Makes 24-26 cookies
4 Oz. butter
2 Oz. (1/2 Cup) light brown sugar plus extra for dusting
4 Oz. honey
2 eggs, room temperature
4 Oz. extra crunchy peanut butter
4 Oz. (1 Cup) self-raising flour
4 Oz. (1 Cup) plain flour
Preheat oven to 350iF. Line a baking tray with baking parchment.
In a large bowl, cream the butter with the sugar until light and
fluffy. Slowly pour in the honey, beating continuously. Beat in the
egg and peanut butter and mix well. Using a large metal spoon,
fold in the self-raising ad the plain flours, incorporating all the
flour.

With floured hands, roll the mixture into walnut-sized
balls and place on the baking sheet, spaced well apart as they

will spread when baked. With a fork dipped in flour,
make an impression and flatten each ball to a cookie
shape. Place in the center of the oven and bake for 10-
12 minutes, turning the tray halfway through to cook
them evenly.

Remove the cookies from the oven and
carefully slide the baking parchment off the tray and
onto a cooling rack to prevent further cooking. Allow to
cool until firm and crunchy before serving.

T HEARD THAT GUYS
PARENTS ARE REAL FLAKES (
. ..GET IT, WR? FLAKES ?

OTHER, BEES BESIDES DRONES MAY BE BANISHED
FROM THE HWE. IN WINTER IF THEY ARE WDGED To
BE DAMAGED, ILL; UNFIT, OR ST PLAIN ANNOYING!

Time to Vote For New Officers and Renew
Your Membership!

If you get your newsletter by e-mail, look for
your ballot in the regular snail mail along with a
membership application. It would be nice if you took
care of both of these at the same time.

If you are a paper newsletter reader, your ballot
and membership application are included in the same
mailing.

Attention all members: Please fill out all
the information on the membership form so we can be
sure all information is up to date. If you want to be
included on the swarm hot line list, you must turn that
form over and fill out the reverse side with all your
preferences for areas, fees or no fees, times when you
are available and such. Michael Johnson is in charge of
assembling this information this year and he does not
have the time to call people that were on last year
and fail to turn in a new form for the 2009 swarm
season. In the past Sean Straw took hours tracking
people down. This is a volunteer task and we need to
make our volunteers! lives as easy as possible. Please
fill out those forms early so the swarm data can be
posted on the web and in the material we mail to
agencies such as the police and fire departments well
before the first swarm. Believe me the first swarm has
happened before March first!

If you misplace your forms, download and print
them from
http://www.sonomabees.org/membership/index.html.




SCBA Executive Board 2008

Pres. Michael Johnson president@sonomabees.or g 707-
789N 0900

Past Pres. Ettamarie Peterson

pastpr esident@sonomabees.or g 707-765-4582

1% Vice Pres. DEttamarie Peterson

vicepr esident @sonomabees.or g 707-765-4582

2" Vice President EEmery Dann vp2@sonomabees.or g
707-527-9711

Secretary BEBarbara Alois B 707-545-5956

secr etary @sonomabees.or g

Treasurer Janet L eisen treasur er @sonomabees.org 707-
528-2085

Librarian BEsharilLyn Bunce librarian@sonomabees.org
707-707-538-7190

Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez 707- 579-9416

Serge Labesque nonprofit@sonomabees.org 707-996-
3149

Historian BJackie Whitford 707 836-7278

geofwhitford @yahoo.com

Editor Ettamarie Peter son Deditor @sonomabees.or g
765-4582

Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw
swarms@sonomabees.org

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Ken Schlosser

707- 829-5360 or cell 481-2880

Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County
BeekeepersOAssociation are held on the second Monday of
each month, at 7 pm. The meetings cover a wide range of
topics of interest to beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn
about honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend these
meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay dues.

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES

Taxes B Consulting BFinancial Reporting
rrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrnrnl

By Appointment
707-829-4800
800-758-0599
FAX 707-823-2865
702 Litchfield Ave.
Sebastopol, CA 95472
Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA
Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com

21 West 7" St. Santa Rosa
707-545-0721

Western Farm Suppyy,

We carry the beekeeping supplies you need.
Larry and Lou Bertolini, Ownersand
Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks Display.

1766%/\;?

2 1
LA OPEN
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()
v A
/v 10-6
\% SUN 10-4
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We buy
your honey!

Beekeeping Supplies

Expert Advice

Bees, Classes & Workshops,
Candle making supplies,

and much much more...

Visit our website
%  www.beekind.com/video %
to watch: How to Install bees

Proud members of
Par’rnersForSus’rainablePollina’rion.org,
Sonoma County Beekeepers Association

707.824.2905
921 Gravenstein, Hwy 116 South, Sebastopol

=

ALLEGRA

PRINT & IMAGING
For all yowur prinring needs:
Specializing in:
Business Cards
I_abels
& Stationery
Call 707 575-9334
E-mail allegrasr@ aol.com




The Monthly Extractor

Sonoma County Beekegper sOAssoC.

P.O. Box 98

Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098
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