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Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby 

and commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees. 

Monthly Meeting – Sept. 8- Packaging + Harvest Fair preparation for entering contests 

Oct. 2- Set up Harvest Fair Beekeepers! display 

Oct. 3,4,5 Harvest Fair 

Monthly Meeting - OCTOBER 13th- Over wintering + honey tasting

From Your President  
Fellow Beekeepers, 

I had the good fortune of harvesting 20 gallons of honey 
from 7 of my hives in September.  I live in the City of Novato and 
most of the nectar comes from my neighbor's irrigated yards.  
The open space behind me doesn't hurt either early in the 
spring.  Over the winter, Eucalyptus is a 1/2 mile away.  All of my 
hives except one have 2 deeps, a full super and an empty super 
for anything else the bees can pack away for winter.  I moved 3 
hives to Cotati, (thank you Hector for your advice/equipment) and 
look forward to next year.  Two things struck me during this 
extraction.  First, a newer beekeeper came to help, watch and 
learn.  She was very interested in the entire process and I am 
sure she will have the confidence to do it on her own now.  We all 
need to reach out to one another and lend a helping hand.  
Beekeeping can be daunting to newcomers and we need to help 
others improve their craft and give them more confidence.  
Secondly, the extractor was broken, but I did not know it until I 
was ready to use it.  Fortunately, I have repaired this machine 
before and was able to Gerry rig it temporarily until I get the 
broken part repaired.  The extractors are like cars and need 
maintenance and repairs from time to time.  It is not a crime if 
something breaks while it is in your possession, but it is a crime if 
you do not tell anyone about it!  Please let the people who house 
the extractors know if you had any problems with them.  These 
extractors are $800 apiece, paid for by YOUR SCBA dues, so 
that our members can use them for the nominal fee of $5 per 
day. 
  

The Harvest Fair is right around the corner.  This is a 
great opportunity to enter your honey and have it judged.  I was 
very happy with my 3rd prize last year and I look forward to 
entering again this year.  As usual, all of the details can be found 
on the Yahoo list, on the Harvest Fair website or in The 
Extractor.  They have a hobbyist and commercial beekeeper 
categories.  Glen Murphy won Best of Show last year and I am 
sure he sleeps with his ribbon.  Other options include candles, 
wax and frames of honey.  Track down the Harvest Fair Premium 
book for complete details. (It is in the public library.)  The 
association also needs volunteers to staff the SCBA booth to help 
educate the public about honeybees.  See Emery Dan if you 
would like to help out. 
 
See you on the 8th! 
 

El Pres id ent e  Michael  Johnson 
 
 

July 14th General meeting 
(These and the board meeting minutes were held until your 
editor came back from her trip after last month!s edition was 
published.) 

Introduction of first time visitors: Cindy has 2 hives; 
Jonathan has 2 hives; Roger has 1 hive; Jeff, Mary, 
Karen & Nathan don't have any hives yet. 
Q&A  
Q: My bees are following me across my acreage and 
into the barn.  What should I do? 
A: Kill the queen and the drones.  Requeen with an 
Italian or a Russian. 
Q: The queen disappeared.  I added a frame with one-
day-old eggs.  There is no new queen.  What should I 
do? 
A: Save the remaining colony by combining it with 
another bigger hive. 
Candle making was the topic of the evening.  Ettamarie 
shared her tips on melting and straining beeswax. 
Crock-pots are great for melting beeswax. Use a large 
tin coffee can with a plastic lid. 
Drain the wax cappings into the coffee can through a 
strainer. This straining will eliminate bee body parts and 
other debris.  Melt the cappings by placing the coffee 
can in the crock-pot.  The crock-pot must have water in 
it.  You want the water to be about half way up the 
coffee can.  Turn on the crock-pot and the wax cappings 
will melt.  Next, slip a pair of pantyhose over a 
strawberry basket (the green plastic mesh ones). Rest 
that basket and hose in an empty half-gallon milk carton 
that has been rinsed.  When the straining is complete, 
cut a hole in the corner of the milk carton in order to let 
the remaining honey drain out.  The honey is dark 
because it was cooked in the crock-pot.  Don't give it to 
the bees...use it in your kitchen.  

Be sure to check with Beekind at 824-2905 for 
your honey and wax related supplies. 

Our second speaker was Dawn Reiley, a local 
candle maker.  She has been honing her craft for 12 
years. She teaches candle making classes in Rohnert 
Park.  Some of the details that she shared at the 
meeting are: Melting points for bees wax is 143.6*-
149°F, paraffin is 154*F, soy is 140*F. Vybar is a wax 
additive used to make candles harder, shiny and creamy 
in color. Yaley.com is her supplier for color additives. 
She uses popsicle sticks for stirring. Wicks made with 
zinc wire cores are better than lead wire cores.  Use 
metal molds along with mold sealer.  Ice cube trays are 
an excellent mold for hand lotions.  Latex molds are 
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easy to make and liquid latex can be purchased at Tapp Plastics 
on Santa Rosa Ave. in Santa Rosa. 

Dawn Reiley can be reached at 
suncatcreations@hotmail.com Be sure to check with Beekind at 
824-2905 for your candle making supplies.  

Faithfully submitted, 
Barbara-Jo Alois 
  

July Board Meeting Minutes 
Attending: 1st VP Sean Straw, 2nd VP Emery Dann, 

Treasurer Janet Leisen, and Sec. BarbaraJo Alois. Michael 
Johnson didn't end up in attendance. Barbara-Jo Alois has a form 
which Michael needs to sign and mail (with payment, and he's 
already got the check book) to the Secretary of State - the 
required filing which was supposed to have been filed in January. 
IF NOT FILED BEFORE MID-AUGUST, WE WILL BE HIT WITH 
A $250 FEE.  There was a motion, which was carried, to have all 
state/federal paperwork submissions sent via certified mail, so 
that we have a record of when paperwork was sent, which could 
be important for tax filings, and stuff such as this state 
paperwork. The consensus is that the form probably was sent in, 
but they didn't receive PAYMENT with it -- the letter from the 
state merely indicates we're delinquent in filing, but it's quite 
possible it!s a form letter because they just didn't get the money. 
Janet found no reference to a check made out to the Secretary of 
State in the association Ledger. 

 Certified would be proof of mailing AND info on the 
delivery status, but not a receipt for delivery. This costs $2.70 
over postage. Return Receipt would give us a paper after the fact 
showing it had been delivered.  

 There was some discussion of the library status (one 
missing box of books, and a desire to update the contents). Also, 
an interest in checking with the 4H Center to see if perhaps we 
could house the library in a closet somewhere there. My memory 
is that we may have asked about this already... 

 Emery was to be contacting someone at the Harvest 
Faire to check into the process of scoring apiary submissions - a 
complaint in the past is that participants have no idea what the 
criteria they're being judged on is (is clarity more important than 
taste, or viscosity, etc), and getting score cards with notes would 
help participants to improve their submissions in following years, 
which is good for everyone. 

 Those board members in attendance decided to strike 
"Dynasty" Restaurant from consideration for future meeting 
locations. We were not happy with how they wanted to bill us. 
By Sean Straw 
 

August 11th General Meeting 
Meeting began at 7 p.m.  
All the officers made it to this meeting. Second V.P. 

Emery Dann lead the meeting, as our president and 1st V.P. were 
late. 

 Our first time visitors were: Jim & Weeda are interested 
in bees, currently have none. Ron & Sandy are interested in 
bees, currently have none. Jeanine has one hive and is currently 
reading Beekeeping for Dummies.  

Announcements: 

 There is a hive in General Vallejo's home in 
Sonoma.  If you are interested in extracting this hive 
contact Linda Bodwin at 484-7511. 

Remember to sign up for Serge's classes at the 
S.R.J.C. 

 Beekind also gives classes.  For their 
schedule call the store at 824-2905. 

 Just a note...pollen from the Buckeye tree is 
poisonous to the honey bee.  Be mindful of the location 
of your hives during the bloom season for the Buckeye. 

 It was gadget night at the July meeting: 
 Sean built a jig for assembling frames.  The jig 

holds 2 frames.  He uses a pneumatic nailer.  The 
process is fast and there are no squashed fingers from 
a hammer! He did caution that you must hold it correctly 
to avoid stapling or nailing your finger. 

 He also built a lazy Susan arrangement for 
painting his hive bodies.  It allows for standing in one 
place instead of walking around the table.   

When torching his hive equipment, Sean uses 
a flame spreader that attaches easily.  The spreader 
allows for faster and more effective torching. It can be 
found at hardware stores.   

Pack a tape measure in your bee supply 
box...you'll use it more than you think.  

A hoof pick like tool is good for cleaning the 
grooves of used frames.  

A putty knife is an effective tool for scraping 
off wax and propolis.  

When in the field, take notes by speaking into 
your MP3 player or a good old fashion tape recorder for 
us less advanced beekeepers.  You can transcribe your 
notes later while relaxing in your more comfy clothes.  

An effective way to cut or separate burr comb 
is to attach a guitar string or thick fish line to 2 pieces of 
PVC used as handles.  

A hand held mirror can be used as a periscope 
when working with bees.  

NOTE: New Zealand frames are becoming 
popular in the U.S. They have a smaller top bar and a 
larger bottom bar.  

Kip Grimm made a bee hive entrance awning 
by modifying a plastic rain gutter.  He also modified a 
foundation vent screen by covering with 1/8 screen and 
attaching it to the hive entrance as a reducer.  

Timor uses a plastic water or soda bottle for 
catching yellowjackets.  He punctures 2-4 holes in the 
bottle around the middle.  He pours apple juice in the 
bottle and hangs it from a tree.  The yellowjackets fly 
inside the bottle via the holes, for the apple juice but 
can't leave.  They die in the juice. 

 Timor reminded us of Harley's idea of burning 
rolled up cardboard.  He adds shredded paper to the 
smoker along with rolled up cardboard.  When lit, the 
contents lasts a long time.  To snuff out, plug with a cork 
shaved to fit the opening.  

Geof of Bloomfield Bees uses basic chalk to 
deter ants from entering his hives.  He simply draws a 
line around each leg of his hive stand.  
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Janet Liesen uses a mixture of boric acid and sugar to 
deter ants.  

Emery Dann uses plastic chain to secure his hives for 
transport.  The plastic chain can be purchased at Harmony 
Farms or Wyatt Irrigation.  The complete name is Aglok plastic 
chain. Emery attaches (nail) a 10-12 inch strip of the plastic chain 
to opposite sides of the screen ventilation inner cover that Emery 
uses as a bottom board purchased from beekind. He then hooks 
a bungee cord on to each plastic chain strip and hooks the 
bungee cords together, TIGHTLY, at the top of the hive.    

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara-Jo Alois 
  

August 18th Board Meeting 
Meeting began at 7:51 p.m. All officers were present.  
First order of business was the treasurer's 

report: savings account balance is   $3,069.86 Checking account 
balance is $5,563.41 This balance includes the sales of 
honey     sticks at the Gravenstein Apple Fair.  

Sales of honey sticks at the GAF totaled $274.34 for 
both days.  This amount is after the 10% booth fee paid to the 
GAF.  Wildflower sold the most, second seller was Orange 
Blossom and third was Clover.  The initial purchase of honey 
sticks for the GAF was $193.75 for 2K sticks.    

Emery is working with Sheila, the contact person at the 
Sonoma County Fair office, to establish a more comprehensive 
honey scoring system at the Harvest Fair.  Until 2008, honey 
judging has been done in vague manner.  Honey entrants were 
not told why their honey was not a winner.  We, the SCBA board 
of directors, want to change that and the Sonoma County Fair 
board is interested in our thoughts and comments.  The judges 
will be using a scoring card, designed by the SCBA board 
members. There will also be two scribes present at the honey 
judging, to take written notes as the honey judges give their 
verbal comments.    

Two thank notes were received from U.C Davis Dept of 
Entomology Bee Biology Lab.  One thank you for $55 donated by 
the members of the May meeting and a thank you for the $250 
donation from the SCBA.   

A new hot knife will be purchased, for the SCBA by the 
SCBA, from Beekind. 

  
It has been decided that the SCBA library system of 

lending books, DVDs and CDs is not effective.  Most of the $300 
worth of the above, which was purchased new in 2007, is missing 
from the library.  This has been an ongoing challenge for the 
SCBA for several years.  A revamping of our current system will 
be discussed at the September board meeting.   

If you have any thoughts and comments on how our 
current system can be improved please contact any of the board 
members.  Their email addresses and phone numbers are 
included in this newsletter.  

The topic for the September meeting is packaging and 
preparation of honey products.  

The deadline for Harvest Fair honey entrants is 
September 5th.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara-Jo Alois 

 

Harvest Fair Information from Emery Dan 
Our last event this year is coming to town...the 

Harvest Fair!  This is a three-day event and WE NEED 
YOUR HELP.  We will be signing up for shifts at our 
September Meeting.  The Harvest Fair is October 3rd, 
4th and 5th.  THIS IS OUR BIGGEST EVENT.  There 
are loads of children and adults to talk to, help sell our 
honey sticks, connect with bee lovers and concerned 
citizens.  And, of course, the set up and take down.  If 
you want to sell your own honey, this is a great 
opportunity. You will be expected to help with set-up and 
teardown and contribute help during the fair as well as a 
fee dependent on how much you sell. 

If you have never been a part of this, I 
encourage you to share your passion and knowledge 
with young and old who are hungry for information. We 
can share what we know whether we are new to 
beekeeping or have been around for a century or more!  
I know the benefits personally that come from interacting 
with all who come by and with fellow beekeepers!!!  

DON'T MISS THE FUN...THE BEES YOU 
HELP MAY BE YOUR OWN! 

We need volunteers for this event. You can 
sign up by contacting me.  Your help is appreciated and 
welcome! So I will be contacting each of you that 
volunteer before to confirm with you and to give you 
information as to how you can get in at no cost. 

Thank you--I will be in touch...any questions or 
concerns call me, Emery (707) 527-9711. 

 

My September Beekeeping To-Do List 
By Serge Labesque © 2008 

 
[Although the following is about using cell 

phones around bees, it has nothing to do with CCD!] 
I am not a “good” cell phone user.  In fact, I 

deeply dislike the device, and I seldom carry mine with 
me.  You see: I have the tendency to “forget it”.  Not that 
I do it on purpose.  It just happens.  My subconscious 
knows me well. 

To me, carrying a phone feels like being on a 
leash that pulls on me at the most inopportune times.  I 
think the gadget is simply and plainly obnoxious.  It is 
annoying, intruding, prying, and nagging and… I could 
go on and add some “French” here as well.  When a 
phone is nearby there is no possible escape, no retreat 
from being on call, on duty.  And it always rings or 
vibrates, not to mention those pesky “musical” ring 
tones, when you would like it the least.  

The nastiest is when the phone rings in my 
pocket and I am in the middle of a hive inspection.  This 
tears me out of focused attention to the bees precisely 
when the components of a large hive are scattered all 
around, and when my fingers are covered with sticky 
propolis.  The magic of the moment is lost and 
irrecoverable.  Few things are more infuriating than this. 

During a concert, you expect not to be 
distracted from the charm of the music by yours or your 
neighbor!s cell phone.  So, why should it be any different 
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in an apiary?  Bees deserve better than this sort of treatment.  
The hum of the bees is meaningful music to those who listen.  
The combs are delicate and beautiful sculptures.  Sometimes the 
beebread is just as colorful as any expressionist painting.  And 
the dances and whereabouts of the bees, and the fragrance of 
the hive, aren!t they pure wonders? 

But the phone was in my pocket, and it was my fault to 
not turn it off.  Next time, I!ll leave it in the truck.  And it will be 
turned off.  I!ll be “gone to Bee World”! 

So, when you call me, please leave a message.  I!ll 
return the call when I am back from the hives.  Nothing against 
you.  I do love to hear and talk about bees.  And if it was a swarm 
call, well, another beekeeper will get the bees, or I!ll get them if 
they are still there when I listen to the message. 

 
September in the apiaries: 

Back to beesness! 
It is not too early to talk about the preparation of hives 

for winter.  This does not mean that we have a lot to do.  In fact, it 
is very likely that the strong, healthy and well-stocked colonies 
that have young queens will do the work and fare rather well on 
their own.  Very likely, by the end of August, their preparations for 
winter are already under way.  

But what about the other hives, the young developing 
ones, the weak ones, those there were located in areas of nectar 
and pollen dearth during the summer, those that are headed by 
aging or failing queens or that are stressed by hordes of yellow 
jackets or robber bees, and those that were over-exploited by 
their keepers? 

It is not rare to find colonies that carry little or no brood 
at the end of August.  Keep an eye on these.  They will need 
well-fed young nurse bees to raise and feed a batch of winter 
bees.  Without these special bees, the colonies will not make it to 
next spring, no matter how much honey and pollen are left in the 
hives.  So, we must verify that the hives carry young brood in 
early September. 

If this is not the case, it is fairly easy to stimulate queens 
back into egg-laying by feeding colonies with light sugar syrup.  
This may take a week or so, at about a pint per day per hive.  No 
more.  If a queen does not respond, you may want to seriously 
consider combining her hive with another one.  But good nutrition 
has to follow, and does not come out of thin air.  This is one of 
the main challenges for beekeepers.  Keep an eye on the fall 
flow. 

- Harvest surplus summer honey. 
- Inspect and, if necessary, re-organize the brood nests 
- Reduce hive volume (follower boards greatly facilitate 

this). 
- Prevent honeybound conditions (we need nurse bees to 

rear the winter bees). 
- Manage frames in preparation for fall culling of the old 

and misshapen ones. 
- Consolidate honey in honey supers (move unsealed 

partial frames above hive top feeder or inner cover, and 
reduce honey super volume with follower boards). 

- In a similar manner, give extracted supers and cappings 
to the bees to be cleaned (in the hive, not in the open!) 

- Observe the development of young colonies and the 
performance of young queens. 

- Combine hives that are too weak or that have 
defective queens. 

- Ensure that bees have access to water at all 
times. 

- Watch for yellow jackets and any instance of 
robbing.  If necessary, reduce entrances of 
developing colonies and of those under attack. 

- Maintain adequate and safe ventilation through 
the hives. 

At home: 

 

- Extract, ripen, bottle, and enjoy harvested 
honey. 

- Render capping wax.  This wax may be saved 
to make foundation, starter strips, and queen 
cups. 

- Routinely clean and scorch tools and 
equipment. 

- Cull old and misshapen combs. 
Serge Labesque © 2007 

 

Serge!s Next Introduction to Beekeeping 

Class and Intermediate Class 

Wednesdays, September 10, 2008 through October 1, 
2008, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
2004 Lark Hall, Santa Rosa Campus 
Course fee:  $83.00 
Intermediate Beekeeping for fall, winter and Early Spring 
Wednesdays, October 15, 2008 and October 23, 2008, 
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
2004 Lark Hall, Santa Rosa Campus 
Course fee:  $47.00  
To register, call SRJC Community Education at (707) 
527-4824 
or:  www.santarosa.edu/communityed 

 

 

Pollen Collection Question Asked on Our 

Yahoo List Answered by Serge Labesque 

The question asked was about the accuracy of 
judging how queen right the hive is by observing the 
bees bringing in pollen. Very often we hear that it is a 
good sign but Serge!s answer is far more scientific and 
straightens out this “Old Wives! Tale”. Thanks Serge! 

 Pollen collection by forager bees is triggered 
by a series of subtle clues in the hive.  The main one is 
the presence of brood, combined with the consumption 
of bee bread (stored pollen) by the nurse bees.  Bees do 
not store pollen in the same manner as they store 
nectar.  They store pollen up to a point and then stop or 
slow down its collection.  Foragers get the clue when 
they receive food from hive bees:  If what they receive 
is not sufficiently rich in protein, they are stimulated to 
gather pollen, because they sense that the hive bees 
are low on pollen.  This condition may be due to several 
reasons:  Abundance of brood being fed, pollen trapping 
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by beekeeper, meager or no pollen flow, poor foraging conditions 
prior to this, low pollen stores, etc. 

Hives that are temporarily without a queen but that are 
raising a queen will also collect pollen (maybe as a form of 
preparation for the brood that is to come). 

Most hives will stop collecting pollen or will reduce its 
gathering when there is the equivalent of two solid deep frames 
of pollen stored in the hive.  Pollen collection is somewhat 
genetically influenced (some hives seem to gather pollen in large 
quantities). 

So, pollen coming in is a good sign, because it indicates 
in most cases that the hive is feeding brood.  Note that hives that 
have laying workers will do the same for a short period of time, 
because they are feeding drone brood, and the bees also are 
under the impression that they have a queen, when in fact they 
don!t.  This is because laying workers produce some of the 
queen substance (pheromones).   

 In summary, when bees collect pollen, it is a good sign.  
But you cannot reach a firm conclusion about queen rightness 
from this observation.  On the contrary, if a hive does not collect 
pollen when there is some available, there is a problem that 
needs to be investigated (queenlessness, broodlessness, etc.) 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL HELPING WITH THE 

APPLE FAIR! 
By Emery Dann 

Thanks for all the help representing the Sonoma County 
Beekeeper's Association.  Many people are very concerned 
about our honeybees! 

Thanks to Doug, Katia and Coral, Hector and Family, 
Dan and family, Barbara, Marilyn and Tom, April and Ken, 
Daphne, Julie, Teresa, Ellen, Alice and Dennis, Claire, Galen, 
Jeff, Kathy and our very own "bee whisperer" and winner of the 
most bee swarms in 2008, Ettamarie (the scout bee's have her 
cell phone number!).   
There may be others who helped that I have not listed.   

Doug, Coral, Hector and yours truly were in the Bee 
Tent without any protection with Doug's sweet bees.  When I was 
inside the Bee Tent, I heard one child ask his mother why I was 
inside the tent: "What  
did he do so bad to be in there with all those bees?" 
 

 

What!s In Bloom? 
Butterfly bush (Buddleia), purple coneflower, sedum, 

asters, pennyroyal (mint family- good honey taste!), yellow 
mustard, pincushion flower (Scabiosa), thyme, oregano, basil, 
statice, wild radish, salvias, squash and sunflowers are in bloom 
in watered gardens and fields. September is a dearth month in 
many regions around here. Be sure your bees have adequate 
water available, too.  

 

An Excellent Honey Tree 
sonomabees@yahoogroups.com discussion the other day was 
about a tree called Arbutus marina. Someone thought the honey 
might be bad for the bees. Our resident Italian expert on this tree 
was Angelo Ibleto (of course). He knew the tree as Arbutus 

Unedo and sent us the following message edited slightly 
but the “meat” of his words is intact. (Pun intended.) 

ARBUTUS UNEDO. This is it, is the pope 
talking. First of all is a tree that cannot be too far from 
the sea to do well. We are OK in Sonoma CO. It's about 
the same distance of my area from the Mare 
Medirerraneo. The areas in which the most of honey is 
harvested from the arbutus are the Riviera, and the 
Islands, Sicilia, Sardegna and Corsica. When I told the 
Pope that somebody here believed the Arbutus is bad 
for the bees, the answer he gave me to pass along, 
sorry, cannot be repeated. 

The honey itself is not as sweet as usually 
honey is. It has a little acid after taste. Very in demand 
and the most expensive. Why? Because it is the only 
honey the diabetic people can eat. 

Back to the tree. It is a fantastic tree. It 
blossoms late in the year when not much else is for the 
bees to collect. The blossoms stay on all year. The plant 
makes the new blossom with the old still on it. The fruit 
take all year to come to ripeness. 

Bees absolutely love it. 
I probably forgot something but I think it is 

enough to lay the problem to rest. 
Angelo. 
 

  

 
 
Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space 
that the business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is 
$10, and the 1/2 page ad is $20. Classified ads are 
free to members. 
 

 
The two association extractors are housed at Ken 
Schlosser's home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They 
also rent for $5 a day. Ken!s number is (707) 829-5360. 
His cell number is 481-2880.  

 

Member Ad Space 
(Free ad space to all dues payers)  

Bloomfield Bees Honey 

Make sure to get on the list for 2009 nucs early!!! 
707-836-7278 
PO Box 12051 
Santa Rosa, CA 95406 
www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com 
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Reserve Now 
Good News! We will be offering a limited number of nucs of 
healthy, happy and docile honeybees next year for May 15 and 
May 31 pick up (approximate dates). Nucs developed later in the 
spring have a better chance of having well-bred,  healthy 
queens.  No chemicals ever used.  We manage our bees in 
accordance with the teachings of Serge Labesque.    If you would 
like to be placed on the waiting list for these Healdsburg (dry 
creek valley) honeybees, please email us with the number of 
nucs you would like to have raised specifically for you, your 
name, phone number, if you prefer deep or mediums boxes. 
Email address to: ApriLLance@aol.com   April Lance 
 

Free From beekind: Folks can get one free one-pound 
Queenline jar to enter their honey at the fair. Visit the store on 
Hwy. 116 in Sebastopol next door to Foster Freeze and tell them 
you are a member of SCBA. See beekind!s ad in this newsletter. 
 
For Sale by Michael Johnson: 

Great Quality New & 1-2 yr. old equip for sale:  
top feeders, follower boards, strainer, veils, smoker,  1/2 suit with 
attached veil/hat.  
Send your best offer for any item to: isellhoney@gmail.com or 
call 707-789-0900. 
  

Honey Bee Trivia 
From “Natural Remedies-Part IV” by Abbas Edun in Aug. 2008 

Bee Culture magazine. 
 Beeswax is made by modified epidermal cells, which are 
located on the fourth to seventh segments on the inner sides of 
the abdominal sternites and are concealed beneath overlapping 
wax mirrors. The glands function best in 12- to 18-day-old bees, 
according to the needs of the colony. Both pollen (protein) and 
honey (carbohydrates are required to produce the wax. 

 

 

Recipes for September 

 

Blue Cheese, Honey and Walnut Figs 
From Raley!s Something Extra Fall 2008 
Stir together equal amounts of crumbled blue cheese and 
chopped, toasted California walnuts. Drizzle with a little aged 
balsamic vinegar and honey to taste. Spoon onto fresh ripe fig 
halves and sprinkle with a pinch of chopped fresh rosemary. 
 

Honey Walnut California Crostini 
From Raley!s Something Extra Fall 2008 
 2 Cups California Walnuts, divided 
" Cup dried apples, chopped 
2 Tbsp. finely grated orange zest 
1 Tbsp. orange juice 
2 tsp. herbes de Provence 
1 tsp. ground coriander 
1 tsp. lemon juice 
1/8 tsp. coarse sea salt 
1 Old World Style Sweet French Baguette, cut into 36 slices 
8 to 10 oz. goat cheese 

Coarsely chop 1 cup walnuts and finely chop 1 cup. 
Place in a large bowl and add remaining ingredients 
except bread and cheese. Stir vigorously until well 
mixed. Place baguette slices on a baking sheet and top 
with equal amounts of cheese. Broil for 1 to 2 minutes 
just to warm bread and soften cheese (watch carefully, 
this only take a moment!) Top each with a spoonful of 
honey walnut spread and serve immediately. Makes 36 
appetizers. 
 

Morselletti Senesi – Sienese Nut Cookies 
FromTuscan Desserts by Elisabetta Piazzesi 
1 # Cups sugar, 
# Cup honey, 2 Cups water 
1 $ Cups flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
# Cup of each: chopped walnuts, chopped toasted 
almonds, chopped hazelnuts and chopped candied 
orange peel. 
 
Put the sugar, honey and 2 cups of water in a saucepan 
and simmer until it becomes thickened syrup. Remove 
from heat and cool. In a large bowl, mix the flour and 
baking powder together. Pour in the syrup and mix 
vigorously with a wooden spoon. Add the chopped nuts 
and orange peel and mix. Set aside for one hour. Flour 
a flat work surface; with your hands, break the dough 
into small pieces and form cylinders 2” X $”. Flatten 
them slightly and place them on a baking sheet lined 
with oven paper. Bake in a pre-heated 190° C/375°F 
oven for 20 minutes. Cool completely before serving 
with some good sweet wine like %Passito”.  

 

 

Government Service for Beekeepers 
Thanks to Diana Sylvestre for giving us this information. 

As it happens, the USDA has a free bee 
disease diagnosis service, which  

includes everything but pesticides and viruses. 
Here is the link: 

http://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?d
ocid=7473 
 

 

Don!t forget to set aside one pound samples of each of 
your honey extractions to enter in the Harvest Fair. Also 
save wax and pollen to enter!  Pick up premium books at 
the public libraries. Our association sponsors the two 
best-of-show apiary trophies. One is for amateur 
beekeepers and the other is for professionals.  
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 SCBA Executive Board 2008 

Pres. Michael Johnson president@sonomabees.org 

707-789—0900 

Past Pres. Ettamarie Peterson 

pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582 

 Vice Pres. - Sean Straw 

vicepresident@sonomabees.org   1-415-342-2833 

2nd Vice President –Emery Dann 

vp2@sonomabees.org 707-527-9711 

Secretary –Barbara Alois – 707-545-

5956secretary@sonomabees.org 707-  

Treasurer Janet Leisen treasurer@sonomabees.org 

707- 528-2085 

Librarian –ShariLyn Bunce 

librarian@sonomabees.org 707-707-538-7190 

Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez  707- 579-9416 

Serge Labesque  nonprofit@sonomabees.org   707-

996-3149 

Historian –Jackie Whitford 707 836-7278 

geofwhitford@yahoo.com 

Editor Ettamarie Peterson – 

editor@sonomabees.org   765-4582 

Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw 

swarms@sonomabees.org 

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Ken 

Schlosser 707- 829-5360 or cell 481-2880 

 

Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County 
Beekeepers! Association are held on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7 pm.   The meetings 
cover a wide range of topics of interest to 
beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about 
honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not 
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend 
these meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay 
dues.  

 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

 
 

 

 

 

 

21 West 7th St.                      Santa Rosa

  707-545-0721  

     

                            

 

We carry the beekeeping supplies you 

need. 

Larry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and 

Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks 
Display. 

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES 

   Taxes – Consulting – Financial Reporting 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
   By Appointment 
   707-829-4800 
   800-758-0599 
   FAX 707-823-2865 
   702 Litchfield Ave. 
   Sebastopol, CA 95472 

     Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA 
    Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service 
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com 
http://www.bardella.com 
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The Monthly Extractor 

Sonoma County Beekeepers! Assoc. 

P.O. Box 98 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098 
POST MASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Sept. 8th - meeting at 4-H Foundation 
Center in Rohnert Park 

  

 


