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Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby 

and commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees. 

Monthly Meeting April 14th – Queen rearing by Mark Hohmann, Napa beekeeper. Meet at 4-H Center 

Sunday, May 4th-Day Under the Oaks at Santa Rosa J.C. 

May 12– Dr. Eric Mussen from U.C. Davis- What is the latest news in Bee Research?

 

From Your President 
I am waiting for a swarm.  Impatiently 

waiting for Ettamarie's dome hive that is residing in 
my back yard to throw a big swarm.  Hopefully, I 
will be home when it happens.  There are 
thousands of bees coming and going daily, the 
cells that can be seen through the clear Plexiglas 
dome are chauck-a-blauck with capped honey and 
the hive smells wonderful.  Loads of bees can be 
seen among the comb working away.  Hopefully 
this will be the weekend that a horde of bees flies 
out of the hive and creates a cloud of bees and a 
whole lot of noise flying around my house.  If you 
haven't seen an actual flying swarm of bees, it is 
really impressive to see and hear.  

No calls yet from the swarm list for 
honeybees, but I have had 2 for yellow jackets and 
wasps.  Sean has done another excellent job with 
the swarm list/web site.  I continue to hear 
compliments about it from other members, other 
bee associations and the people in the community 
who are accessing the web site to call beekeepers 
for swarm removals.  

Springtime is always an exciting time for 
beekeepers.  I hope you all have a great one and I 
will see you at the meeting on 14th. 

 

Mi chael  Johnson 

 

March General Meeting 
 
Sean Straw opened our March meeting 

as 1st V.P. in Pres. Michael Johnson!s place. 
When he asked if there were any new members, 
five people raised their hands. He then mentioned 
the mentor program so that these people and 
other new beekeepers can get help from other 
members. 

Sean announced that on Sat. June 21st 
there will be a special meeting with Randy Oliver 
at Richard and Joanne Wallenstein!s lovely apiary 
called Lavender Bee Farm in Petaluma. 

Someone asked how far away do the 
Vincents get the bee packages they sell at 
beekind. Dour said their source is 44 miles from 
the store. 

Emery Dann thanked the Vincents for a 
great symposium. Katia Vincent said lots of people 

helped such as the Schlumbergers and Serge 
Labesque. 

Question and Answer Period: 
How close together should two hives be? 

Sean!s answer was to allow enough room to put 
your hands between them for lifting. Hans said it is 
good to have two close together for warmth if wind 
or cold air is a problem. He mentioned putting 
different objects on top so bees know their own 
hive. Hans also pointed out that swarm season is 
here and it would be good to have a couple of 
empty beehives west of the old hives. He said to 
put just one new frame in the “bait” hives. 

Doug Vincent spoke of the topic of hive 
divisions and splits. He said that splitting hives 
relieves natural congestion. It also adds more 
colonies, makes better queens and aids in mite 
suppression.  

Doug said the best time to split a colony 
is just before they would swarm, when there is a 
variety of pollen and nectar and when there are 
lots of drones. Early splits risk poor mating. You 
need well-fed nurse bees. Each split would ideally 
have 6 frames of brood. 

When making a split, Doug recommends 
a minimum of two frames of brood (one must have 
open-not capped brood), one frame of honey and 
pollen and one of just honey. Separate the two 
hives. The field bees go back to the original colony 
if it stays in place. Young queens will keep 
colonies strong. 

He explained that supercedure cells are 
typically in the center of a frame. Swarm cells 
typically are multiple ones along the bottom of 
frames. 

He said to check your strong colonies 
every 7 to 14 days looking for swarm cells. 

He said to feed splits pollen supplements 
and 50-50 sugar water while they are raising the 
queens. Well-fed nurse bees and lots of drones 
are important for queen rearing. 

When buying queens it is best to buy 
later in the season to get the best, as they are 
better mated. Avoid buying banked queens as 
their ovaries dry up. The best queens have been 
allowed to lay in mating nucs. He says a long time 
in the mating nucs is ideal. 

Doug says for every 2 hives you should 
have a nuc on the side. It is important to breed 
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from your strongest hive. Ten per cent of queens 
will be lost on mating flights. A huge number of 
drones are needed. Drones need to be raised on 
clean comb. Mite treatment is most effective when 
hive is broodless. Hives that have survived with 
mites are the best. 

Thanks to Carlos Bottini and Marilyn 
Fujiyoshi for contributing to the plant sale. This 
money goes right to our treasury. 

 

March Board Meeting Minutes 
Board of Director!s meeting convened at 

7:30 p.m.  Present were Michael Johnson, Sean 
Straw, Janet Liesen, Barbara Alois, Ettamarie 
Peterson & Emery Dann.  

First items of business was old business: 
Michael followed up on the item of honey 

sticks...which flavors and which style of wrapping.   
The board discussed the artificial flavors that are 
added to the honey. Clover is probably going to be 
the typical flavor of the honey sticks. If the 
SCBA members have and/or know of a beekeeper 
that has a specific flavor of honey, created by the 
bees and is willing to sell the honey to SCBA, 
then we may have various other natural flavors of 
honey sticks from time to time.  

A motion was set forth, by Barbara to sell 
only the natural flavors of honey, which would 
most likely be clover.  That motion was seconded 
by Janet. The motion was unanimously approved. 

The next item of old business was the 
wrapping.  Michael had gleaned two scenarios.  If 
we sell the honey sticks with the hygienic 
cellophane wrapper, then we have to deal with the 
litter that those wrappers create. The wrappers are 
pulled apart via a perforated seam, which means 
that every honey stick will have 2 pieces of 
cellophane.  What are the logistics of every 
purchaser of every honey stick at every event 
placing 2 pieces of cellophane in a trash 
receptacle?  The other option is for the SCBA 
member selling the sticks to hand the honey stick 
to the purchaser.  All thought that would minimize 
the handling of the sticks by the public.  Also, with 
one flavor of honey stick for sale, the amount of 
handling, by the public will decrease. A motion 
was set forth by Sean to sell the honey sticks 
without the wrapper.  That motion was seconded 
by Janet. Motion was unanimously approved. 

Membership renewal reminder postcards 
were mailed by Sean Straw. 

  
A motion was put forth, by Sean, to 

create a new position in the SCBA. That would be 
one of the CCD Chairperson.  That position would 
be filled by Diana Sylvestre.  She is currently 
studying the possible causes of CCD.  Her job 
description will be data collection and she would 
be our contact person for the latest findings of the 

ongoing search for CCD causes. That motion was 
seconded by Janet. Motion was unanimously 
approved. 

We discussed the Sonoma County Ag 
Commissioners survey.  SCBA missed the cutoff 
date to respond to the 2007 survey.  Sean 
motioned that we respond timely to the 2008 
survey.  That was seconded by Janet. Motion was 
unanimously approved.  

Sean had posters printed and 
some laminated for SCBA promotion. Emery will 
deliver an 81/2 x14 poster to Beekind and an 
11x17 poster to Western Farm.  Other locations for 
the posters will be the 4H Center in R.P., Cottage 
Gardens in Petaluma & Santa Rosa (the owners 
are beekeepers), Ettamarie's barn for her Farm 
Trails visitors, Harmony Farm Supply & Frizelle-
Enos.  There are 2 more posters that will be used 
for event promotion throughout the year. 

A tweaking in procedure...membership 
forms will be a separate sheet of paper.  The 
swarm list sign up sheet will be a separate sheet 
of paper as well.  In previous years both were on 
one sheet of paper.  Although it reduced the 
amount of paper used by the SCBA, much 
confusion was created.  Our hope is that this 
change will bring much less stress, more peace 
and joy, as well as, more honey into the lives of 
all:0} 

Mark Hohmann will be speaking at the 
April meeting.  His topic will be Queen rearing and 
selection. 

Eric Mussen will be speaking at the May 
meeting. His topic will be the Nosema virus and of 
course CCD. 

  

DAY UNDER THE OAKS~Sunday, May 4, 
2008 
 
We need volunteers again this year to staff the 
Sonoma County Beekeepers' Association booth on 
May 4 at the Santa Rosa Junior College "Day 
Under The Oaks". It is a great opportunity to share 
your bee knowledge, experience and to interact, 
and answer questions people and children have 
about bees! 
We will have shifts beginning at 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
(set up), 11:00 to 1:00 p.m., 1:00 to 3:00 and 3:00 
to 5:00 p.m. (clean up).  We need two to three 
volunteers for each shift.  1st come, 1st to serve!  
Call Emery Dann at (707) 738-7643 or come to our 
April 14th meeting and we will have a sign-up list 
there.  Don't miss this fun/educational opportunity 
to "reach out and touch someone" with our 
passion for honey bees!!! 
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Honey Bee Trivia 
  
Queen larvae require 1200 nurse bee visits each 
day! 

 

What!s In Bloom? 
Borage, yellow mustard, calendula, wild radish, 
bulbs, oak, bottle brush, ceanothus, citrus, 
Clematis, filaree (storksbill), apple, pear, cherry, 
some lavenders, California poppy, poison oak, 
Rosemary, willows, salvias, cotoneaster, and ice 
plant are blooming throughout this month.  
 

 

 

My April Beekeeping To-Do List 
By Serge Labesque© 

2007 was the toughest year I have seen 
as a beekeeper.  Although all records stand only to 
be broken, this is one I am not anxious to witness 
surpassed.  And yet, here we are in this early 
spring of 2008, and everything seems to indicate 
that this may happen this year.  Indeed, the 
situation does not look good around many 
apiaries:  Bees are definitely showing signs of 
stress.   

In my neck of the dry hills, the colonies 
depend to a large extent for their nutrition on what 
is left of the natural flora.  Unfortunately, the rain 
we had during the winter did not penetrate deeply 
into the soil.  Now, the ground is dry, and the early 
spring honeyflow, which normally is the main flow 
of the season around here, is meager at best. 

Drone rearing was three weeks late this 
year.  Once started, the number of drones was 
rather low.  This was an indication that the bees 
sensed early on that the conditions were not 
favorable for strong colony development.  The 
influx of fresh pollen and nectar at the end of 
winter was insufficient to stimulate and support the 
growth we like to see in our hives.  Looking into 
brood nests, it is obvious that the bees are doing 
the best they can under these circumstances.  
Nurse bees are spreading the royal jelly they can 
produce very thin, and larvae are not swimming in 
this nutritious substance, to the extent they should.  
How could their development not be negatively 
affected?  This, happening right after a year when 
the bees could not gather nutritious stores, 
presents a challenge to beekeepers. 

What can or should we do? 
Mainly, we have to think about bee 

nutrition.  This is a basic requirement for their life 
and health.  If you intend to harvest any honey, do 
so in moderation.  Especially this year, leave 
ample stores for the bees.  Anticipate that the 
summer will be long, with a protracted nectar 
dearth.  Tell yourself that, should the conditions 
improve, the honey will still be there for you to 

harvest.  If the nectar dearth persists, it would not 
be surplus honey anyway, and you would be 
robbing your bees of something their life depends 
on.  

I would not trap pollen at all. 
Do not let young, developing colonies run 

short of food.  If necessary, give them surplus 
honey from strong production colonies, if possible, 
or feed them to help them along. 

The quality of the queens and the fertility 
of drones are greatly dependent on the quantity 
and quality of the food they receive during their 
development.  If in doubt, feed these colonies, as 
well.  

Consider that bees cannot produce wax 
without a honeyflow or light-syrup feeding.  So, do 
not expect entire supers of empty frames or of 
foundation to be nicely and rapidly built in periods 
of skimpy nectar flow (particularly with plastic 
foundation).  To reduce the stress comb 
construction presents to the colonies, give them 
only one or a few frames to be drawn at a time.  
Using follower boards makes this task very easy.  
This also ensures that the new combs will be built 
properly, and that wax foundation is not destroyed. 

To further reduce stress on bee colonies, 
provide them with some shade or white covers.  
This will keep the hives cooler and will minimize 
foraging for water.  Also, keep a robber-proof 
ventilation slot open in the upper part of the hives.   

More than ever, make sure that water will 
be available to your colonies within a reasonably 
short distance from the hives.  Do not allow these 
sources to run dry. 

Avoid triggering robbing behavior, and be 
prepared to bring this under control, should it 
happen (at least with entrance reducers, for 
example). 

In a nutshell:  Brace yourself and your 
colonies for a tough summer.  Remember that 
bees, like us, fare better with adequate food 
stores, and when under low stress levels.  These 
are important points we should never neglect in 
order to optimize hive performance anyway.  But 
this year, they could make the difference between 
survival and death for our colonies. 

 
 

April in the apiaries: 

 
In such an unusual year, I am not sure 

what to recommend other than acting with a great 
deal of caution.  Definitely do not perform tasks 
and manipulations simply because the calendar 
says that it is time to do so.  Watch your colonies 
carefully, and be ready for just about anything.  Be 
prepared to divide a hive on the spur of the 
moment, for example, and do not neglect 
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monitoring their stores.  Here is a list of seasonal 
tasks, but remain flexible in its implementation: 

- Perform hive inspections and manipulations in 
order to: 

- Build colony strength. 
- Manage brood nests and stores. 
- Assess colony health status. 
- Reduce stresses on colonies. 
- Continue with swarm prevention 

measures (reduction of congestion in 
the brood chambers, brood nest 
expansion, forager and brood 
equalizations, reversing, introduction 
of frames of foundation, supering, 
hive division, etc). 

- Hive divisions. 
- Queen rearing. 

- Nuc formation and evaluation. 
- Pull weeds. 
- Supering. 
- Discard old and misshapen frames. 
- Harvesting early spring honey (in 

moderation!). 
- Add clustering space at bottom of hives. 
- Enjoy the bees and the blooming plants. 
At home: 

 
- Render capping wax. 
- Render wax from discarded frames. 
- Have swarm-catching equipment ready. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and 

equipment. 
 
 

 
 

Got Books ?????????? 
Calling one and all outstanding library books.  Check 

your car, nightstand, couch etc. for any SCBA books and bring 
them in to the next club meeting. New librarian is Sharilyn Bunce. 

  
Our new librarian is missing way too many books! 

These were checked out months ago! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
   

 
Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space that the 
business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is $10, and the 1/2 
page ad is $20. Classified ads are free to members. 
 
 
 
 

 
The two association extractors are housed at Ken Schlosser's 
home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They also rent for $5 a 
day. Ken!s number is (707) 829-5360. His cell number is 481-
2880.  

 

 

 

Member Ad Space 
(Free ad space to all dues payers) 

Bloomfield Bees Honey, Kathy, Geof and Jackie 
www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com 
Bee equipment for sale: (call to make an appointment to 
see)propolis traps  $5, metal queen excluders $4, top 
feeders $20, entrance reducers $1, screened bottom 
boards $8, follower boards $2 medium $3 deep, 
medium, assembled, painted, 10 frames with foundation    
$35, drawn comb $3  per deep frame $2  per medium 
frame, quart canning jars    $3 per dozen 
NUCS for sale $75 deposit is required (total cost is 
$150) 5 frame exchange or add $10 5 frames of bees, 3 
are brood frames and 2 have pollen and nectar stores 
frames with bees, too. 
All of this is headed up by a local queen (we have been 
selecting from our genetic stock for 5 years). 
A free 2 hour hands on class is included. If you don't 
want bees, but would like to attend a class, the cost is 
$35. We can start your bees in your equipment, or you 
can purchase equipment, used, from us. Or you take 
your bees home in a starter box, leaving a $5.00 
deposit. Come by and watch them grow. We will keep 
the queens and bees until they fill your 5 frames, but in 
the meantime, you can come over and bond with your 
girls! Call Kathy at 823-2804, Geof at 490-5471 or 
Jackie at 490-5344. We expect to have the first of the 
nucs ready by the end of April or the beginning of May. 
Get your deposit in to guarantee a space! 
Linda Clary and April Lance 

FOR SALE 

Reserve your happy, well-adjusted bees now for Late 
May, 2008 pick-up.  These bees have their own queen, 
own pollen, own nectar and honey. They have at least 
five built out frames.  No chemical ever used.  Email:  

ApriLLance@aol.com   
1656 West Dry Creek Road 
Healdsburg, California 95448 
707-478-1008 cell 
707-431-1569 home 

We are planning to collect data on hives this year so 
that we can have some clues as to what has 
happened to the colonies that did not make it. 
Please try to keep good records as to how often you 
visit your hives, what treatments if any you give 
them, what and how often you feed them, the origins 
of the colony, the type and age of the foundation, 
etc. Diana Sylvestre has been appointed the 
chairman of committee collecting this data. 
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April Recipes 

Sweet Potato Casserole 
6 sweet potatoes, cooked and sliced 
" C. orange juice 
" C. brown sugar 
# C. honey 
5 Tbsp. butter 
# C. fine breadcrumbs 
2 medium oranges 
 
In greased casserole, arrange layer of sliced sweet potatoes, 
sprinkle with 6 Tbsp. brown sugar, dot with 4 Tbsp butter, and 
cover with a layer of Thinly sliced unpeeled oranges. Repeat 
layers. Over all, pour orange juice with which honey has been 
mixed. Combine breadcrumbs with remaining 2 Tbsp. brown 
sugar and 1 Tbsp. butter, and sprinkle over the top. Cover 
casserole and bake in moderate oven (350° F.) for 30 – 40 
minutes, removing cover for last 15 minutes. Serves 10 

 
Honeyed Cherry Biscuits  

From Raley!s Something Extra magazine 

INGREDIENTS  

2-1/4 cups flour  
1 Tbsp. baking powder  
1/4 tsp. salt  
1/3-cup butter  
1/2-cup buttermilk, plus extra for brushing  
on tops  
1/2 cup chopped dried cherries  
3   Tbsp. honey  
1 Tbsp. lemon juice  
Honey Butter (recipe follows)  
DIRECTIONS  
Prep time: 15 minutes, Cook time: 10 to 12 minutes  
Preheat oven to 425°F. Stir together flour, baking powder and 
salt in a medium bowl. Cut in butter with a fork or pastry blender, 
then stir in buttermilk, cherries, honey and lemon juice. Turn 
dough out onto a lightly floured board; gently knead several 
times, then shape into a ball. Roll out 1/2-inch thick and cut into 
desired shapes. Place on a greased baking sheet and brush tops 
lightly with buttermilk. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes or until lightly 
browned and cooked through. Serve warm with honey butter.  
 

Honey Butter: Stir together 1/2 cup softened butter, 1/4-cup 
honey and 1/8 tsp. ground cinnamon in a small bowl.  
Makes 12 biscuits. 
 

Please bring your 4” plastic pots for Marilyn Fujiyoshi one of our 
resident Master Gardeners, to the next meeting.  She will be 
filling them with bee friendly plants, which she generously 
donates to our monthly plant sales! 

 

Need a mentor or be a mentor? Let!s resolve 

to help each other. Contact me so I can put together a 

mentor list to publish.  Ettamarie Peterson, Editor 

. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Russian Swarm Saying 
Posted on Sonomabees@yahoogroups.com by John 
Polo: 

In Russia, the patron saints of beekeeping are 
considered to be St. Zosima and Sabbatius.  So there is 
a saying among beekeepers: 

"Roi royitsa - Zosima Sabatii veselitsa."  In 
Russian, it rhymes and is a clever juxtaposition of 
words.  But translated into English: 

"Bees swarm - Zosima / Sabbatii rejoice*"   
(*although the exact shade of meaning is closer to 
'make jolly') 

I love the mental image - the idea that a swarm 
is a new life worth celebrating. 

 
Please keep a copy of the swarm list handy 

to refer to when you get calls for swarms you 

cannot deal with. Go to 

http://www.sonomabees.org/swarm/index.html 
 

      Counting Honey Bees on Sunflowers 
 We have just launched The Great Sunflower 
Project, a community science project with the goal of 
increasing our understanding of where bees are doing 
poorly and how the pollination of our garden and wild 
plants are being affected.  We're hoping you will join us 
by planting sunflowers in your garden.  Community, 
demonstration, and school gardens are invited to 
participate. 
 We'll send you some free native sunflower 
(Helianthus annuus) seed and twice a month, we'd like 
you to time how long it takes for 5 bees to visit one 

If you want to ask questions or share 
information between meetings, go to 
sonomabees@yahoorgoups.com. 
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flower on that sunflower.  This information will give us an index of 
pollination that we can compare across the United States. Once 
we know where bees are in trouble, we can start developing a 
plan to help them. 
 You can see the details about the project and register at 
www.greatsunflower.org, or contact us at sfbee@sfsu.edu. 
 Do join us! 
Thanks so much, 
Gretchen LeBuhn, Associate Professor 
San Francisco State University 
The Great Sunflower Project 
www.GreatSunflower.org    Email:  sfbee@sfsu.edu 
 

        Spring Greetings!  
By Jana Muhur  

I have recently joined your Association, and although I 
do not keep hives myself, I always have a profusion of both 
honeybees and native bees in my yard.  It may be partially due to 
the $wild! nature of my place; a couple of weeks ago I counted 
over 60 different flowers blooming.  Of course, not all of those are 
exceptional bee plants, but many are.   

We are all concerned about our dear bees, and the 
stresses that have decimated so many hives all over the world.  
The one thing we CAN do to help them, is to plant as many 
plants as we can for them to provide nectar and honey 
throughout the year, especially in the winter and the late 
summer/autumn.  I believe we can also pay more respect to their 
innate instinctive wisdom about comb building and to not 
presume that $we know better than they do! in regards to the 
drones.   They quite possibly may be an essential part of the 
immune system of the hive community.   

The sacred bees possess many mysteries…. 
They may well be trying to convey to us a reflection of our own 
society!s $Cultural Collapse Disorder!, as evidenced by the 
economic, health, and crime problems that increase daily. 

I have compiled a list of both ornamental and native 
plants that bloom early (mid-winter to early spring), and late (late 
summer to autumn).  There are many more plants that could be 
added, but I took information from my own observations, from 
Lovell!s 1928 book, and from other bee plant lists. 

If you want more information and a copy of my plant list, 
with lots of Bee plants, email me at janarosa@sonic.net. 
WINTER/EARLY SPRING NATIVES:  Acer (Maple), 
Arctostaphylos (Manzanita++), Ribes sanguineum (Flowering 
Currant), many annual wildflowers sown in Oct., Phacelia is one 
of the best, Calif. Poppy blooms nearly all year, Calif. Bay, 
Madrone, Willows++, Clematis (Native and Ornamental), 
Ceanothus, Lupines, Dogwood, Figwort, Checkerbloom, 
Heuchera. 
ORNAMENTALS:  Camellias (there were bees on mine from 
Nov.-mid Feb.), Helleborus, Viburnum, Pieris, Pansies, Violets, 
Iceland Poppies, Daffodils and Narcissus, Arctotis, Primulas, 
Osteospermum, Wild Radish and Mustard, Flowering Quince, 
Anemone coronaria, Stocks, Acacia, Echium vulgara++blooms 
nearly all year, Heather, Eucalyptus, Red, White, and Sweet 
Clover, Citrus++. 
LATE SEASON NATIVES:  Yarrow, Asters, Asclepias 
(Milkweed+), Eriogonums (Buckwheat+), Zauschneria (Calif. 
Fuchsia), Pentstemons (Lovell calls them $a wonder honey 

plant!), Goldenrod, Madia (Tarweed), Roses+, Native 
and culinary Sages (Salvia mellifera, leucophylla, 
leucantha (orn.), apiana, sonomensis, and the annual 
Chia, Toyon, Clematis, Helenium. 
LATE SEASON ORNAMENTALS:  Other Yarrows, 
Asters, Sunflowers, Monarda punctata+, M. citriodora, 
M. didyma, Germander (Teucrium chamedrys), 
Coreopsis, Cosmos, Pentstemons+, Goldenrod, 
Hyssop+, Roses, Agastache (Anise Hyssop, Korean 
Mint, cultivars), Papaver rhoeas, Papaver orientale 
(Oriental poppy), Catnip+, Oregano+, Mignonette, 
Raspberry, Vervain, Basil+, Lavender+. 
Hope this is helpful to us and the Dear Bees! 
Jana/Mariposa Landscapes and Nursery 
 

 
 
 
 

Keeping Records When Examining Hives 
Advice from Ruary Rudd sent to your editor via the Irish 
List 
REDDS refers to 5 questions which Ted Hooper gave as 
the ones which needed an answer every time a colony 
was opened for inspection. 
These questions are:  Have the bees enough Room? Is 
the Queen present and laying Eggs?  Is the colony 
Developing at the same rate as others in the 
apiary? Is there Disease? Are there sufficient Stores? 

The Galtee Bee Breeders Group have added 
further criteria for the purposes of selecting suitable 
queens to use as progeny. These include docility, 
quietness on the comb, brood pattern, pollen storage 
and comb building. 

Brood pattern comes into the breeding 
selection, but if the signs are those of a failing Queen it 
would come into development because the colony would 
be failing. 
Editor!s suggestion: Make note cards with the memory 
aid REDDS on it to help you keep track of your bees. 
Share this information with our CCD committee at the 
end of the year. Add to it the age and origin of the 
queen, if known. Also add how and when you cared for 
the hive. This is data we want to collect. 
 
Thanks to former member Frank DeCoite who had 

to give up beekeeping due to allergic reactions two 

4-H beekeepers now have some of their bees 

replaced. 
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 SCBA Executive Board 2008 

Pres. Michael Johnson president@sonomabees.org 

707-789—0900 

Past Pres. Ettamarie Peterson 

pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582 

 Vice Pres. - Sean Straw 

vicepresident@sonomabees.org   1-415-342-2833 

2nd Vice President –Emery Dann 

vp2@sonomabees.org 707-527-9711 

Secretary –Barbara Alois – 707-545-

5956secretary@sonomabees.org 707-  

Treasurer Janet Leisen treasurer@sonomabees.org 

707- 528-2085 

Librarian –ShariLyn Bunce 

librarian@sonomabees.org 707-707-538-7190 

Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez  707- 579-9416 

Serge Labesque  nonprofit@sonomabees.org   707-

996-3149 

Historian –Jackie Whitford 707 836-7278 

geofwhitford@yahoo.com 

Editor Ettamarie Peterson – 

editor@sonomabees.org   765-4582 

Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw 

swarms@sonomabees.org 

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Ken 

Schlosser 707- 829-5360 or cell 481-2880 

 

Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County 
Beekeepers! Association are held on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7 pm.   The meetings 
cover a wide range of topics of interest to 
beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about 
honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not 
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend 
these meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay 
dues.  

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

 
 

 

 

 

21 West 7th St.                      Santa Rosa

  707-545-0721  

     

                            

 

Now are taking orders for packaged 

bees. 

Larry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and 

Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks 
Display. 

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES 

   Taxes – Consulting – Financial Reporting 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
   By Appointment 
   707-829-4800 
   800-758-0599 
   FAX 707-823-2865 
   702 Litchfield Ave. 
   Sebastopol, CA 95472 

     Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA 
    Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service 
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com 
http://www.bardella.com 
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The Monthly Extractor 

Sonoma County Beekeepers! Assoc. 

P.O. Box 98 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098 
POST MASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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April 14th - meeting at 4-H Center 

 
Building is behind the Rite Aid Store in the 

Shopping Center. There is plenty of parking. 

 


