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The Monthiy Extractq[

Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby
and commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees.

Monthly Meeting Jan 14th — Serge Labesque talking on winter hives and preparing for spring. Meeting will be

held at the 4-H Center in Rohnert Park.

From Your President
Greetings from El Presidente,

It is truly a honor and a privilege to be driving the SCBA
bus. | have an idea where the bus should be headed, but on this
bus, | welcome the back seat driver's! comments. This is a great
Association because of its members. | am hopeful that many of
you will continue to step forward to help out. | look forward to
working with all of the old and new board members, Sean Straw,
Barbara Alois, Emery Dann and Janet Leisen and
appreciate their time, effort and dedication to making this a great
Association. Having had the opportunity to work with Ettamarie,
Sean, Kathy and Donna over the past year has been very helpful
and | will utilize the best things | have learned from them this year
for the Association. All of these people have helped to make this
Association educational, fun and a true bargain at $25.

As we start the new year, my hope is that as we begin in
our new meeting spot, we remain optimistic that we can benefit
from one another's beekeeping practices. | hope that we
continue in our individual quests to better our beekeeping
knowledge and practices, we extend our hands out to the new
beekeepers and that we all have a happy, healthy and
prosperous year.

I can't think of a better way to start the year than to
come the 4-H Center and listen to Serge talk at our January
meeting.

Regards,
Miclael Jolbsmson

December General Meeting

Mark Sugihara showed us his simple way to hold a
frame over the extracting tub. You put a nail into a board that fits
across the tub. The nail tip is pointed upwards to balance the side
edge of the frame you are extracting. While you have it there, it is

easy to spin around to do the other side. Ettamarie
Peterson showed a couple of gadgets that no one was quite sure
how to use. One was probably a pollen trap with the wrong size
screen on it. Benjamin Schmid bought it to rebuild and the money
went to the association. Ettamarie also showed feathers, which
she uses as the best and gentlest bee brushes ever. They were
sold also.

Marilyn Fujiyoshi brought some lovely succulents to be
sold. We thank her for doing these plant sales several times in
2007. It has added a lot to our treasury.

Ellen McKnight and Ettamarie Peterson showed the
slides of New Zealand and Australia. The beekeeping in those

two countries is much like ours but many of the plants
are different.

Members brought in their ballots to be tallied at
the board meeting the following week along with the
mailed in ballots.

November Board Meeting Minutes

The meeting was held at Donna and Fred
Nelson!s house on December 17, 2007. In attendance
were Pres. Ettamarie Peterson, 2nd V.P. Michael
Johnson, Treasurer Donna Nelson, incoming 2ndVP
Emery Dann and incoming Treasurer Janet Leisen.
Absent due to a broken arm was the secretary Kathy
Kellison and due to the flu, 1% VP Sean Straw.

Ettamarie Peterson and Donna Nelson tallied
the votes. The ballots confirmed the election of: Janet
Leisen for Treasurer, Barbara Alois for Secretary, Emery
Dann for Second V.P., Sean Straw for First V.P. and
Michael Johnson for President. The members! opinions
indicated we should relocate the monthly meetings. It
was decided to relocate to the 4-H Center. Ettamarie
Peterson will take care of securing the room with the
man in charge of the facility.

Besides counting the votes the board
discussed possible programs for 2008. ltems needed to
add to our membership application were also discussed.
Donna Nelson explained to Janet Leisen about the post
office key and the banking. Janet will look into changing
our bank account to another bank with better interest
rates.

The Cloverdale Citrus Fair wants a Honey Bee
display so Emery Dann was instructed to find out more
about this, as there isn't much time to get anything
together.

Financial Report for November

Oct. 16 Opening Balance (checking) $4.463.25
Income

Membership $100.00
Nov. Silent Auction $336.00
Ck. #798 voided $ 36.61
Total Income $472.61
Expenses

Sean Straw (replace Ck.798) ($36.61)
Gift Certificates for prizes GloryBee ($125.00)
E.Peterson for 4-H building rent ($100.00)
Crown Trophy for Fair trophy ($25.00)
G. Whitford-newsletter stamps ($43.05)
Allegra Print & Imaging-Newsletter ($90.00)
Total Expenses ($419.85)
Net Income $52.76

Savings Account Balance $3,066.56




Financial Report for December
Nov. 20, ‘07O0pening Balance (Checking) $4516.01

Income

Membership $675.00
Extractor rental $ 7.00
Plant sales $ 36.00
Honey Sticks sold to E.Peterson  $ 26.25
Total Income $744.25
Expenses

A.Ibleto for Tri-tips ($253.00)
Allegra Printing & Imaging ($132.38)
U.S. Post Office-Box rental ($ 56.00)
E. Peterson-table cloths ($31.84)
G. Whitford newsletter stamps ($58.22)
Total Expenses ($531.44)
Net Income $212.81
Current balance in checking $4.728.82
Savings Account Balance $3.067.18

this year so we have a fresh database.

Time to Renew Your Membership!
$25 per voting member
We do want everyone to fill out the membership form

It was in your

last newsletter and it is also on line at Www.sonomabees.org.
Please mail in the completed form with the payment to us:
P.O.Box 98, Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098. The swarm list
information needs also to be filled out and signed if you want to
be part of our swarm catcherls list. If you have not paid your dues
by February 1*' and filled in the swarm list application, you will not
be listed on the web site nor in the mailing we send out to
agencies. Sean Straw spent way too many hours trying to track
down swarm list people last year and is not going to do that again
for the 2008 list. If you want the fun of catching swarms, you must
send the filled out form to us!

Calling one and all outstanding library books. Check
your car, nightstand, couch etc. for any SCBA books and bring
them in to the next club meeting. New librarian is Sharilyn Bunce.

| Learned About Beekeeping from This
by Michael Johnson

They say experience is the best teacher. One day this

past summer | was going into one of my hives to harvest honey,
only to find the queen had laid eggs in the super. | was able to
remove only one measly honey-filled frame. Of course | put it in

my honey house, aka the garage and set it down. |
know none of you ever get interrupted when working on
a project, but | left that frame of honey sitting there, left
my outside door open and left for a dinner engagement
with some friends. When | got home, my 13-year-old
son informed me that there was a gazillion bees in the
garage. | went to investigate and at 11pm, there were
large clumps of bees on all 8 of my florescent light
fixtures. Not quite a gazillion, but easily several
thousand. | completely forgot about the frame and could
not figure out why all of these bees were in my garage.
There was nothing to do now anyways, so | went to
bed.

The next morning, | went back outside into the
garage and of course the bees had moved from the
lights to the frame of honey. Thinking the bees would
not be a problem since they were gorging on honey, |
picked up the frame to move it out of my garage and into
the yard. Please note that my veil and protective
equipment were 5 feet away. By the time | got that
frame out of my garage and into my yard, no more than
25 feet, | had at least a dozen or more stingers in my
legs, arms and neck. Next time | will remember to a)
close the door to my garage/honey house, b)bees aren't
always nice when they are eating honey, and c) it is
always a good idea to use some protective equipment.

After 3-4 hours, | gave the all-clear signal to my
family that the bees had vacated the garage. Finally,
my wife was able to get the dryer to retrieve some
clothes, my son went into the garage to get his sports
gear, and my daughter finally could get to the garage
refrigerator for more milk. Final lesson learned: bees
can test your family members! patience.

Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space
that the business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is
$10, and the 1/2 page ad is $20. Classified ads are
free to members.

Wine Country Honey has an extractor members can use
for $5 a day with this money going to our association.
The two association extractors are housed at Spring
Maxfield!s home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They
also rent for $5 a day.

Member Ad Space

(Free ad space to all dues payers)
Linda Clary and April Lance
FOR SALE
Reserve your happy, well-adjusted bees now for Late
May, 2008 pick-up. These bees have their own queen,
own pollen, own nectar and honey. They have at least
five built out frames. No chemical ever used. Email:

ApriLLance@aol.com

1656 West Dry Creek Road
Healdsburg, California 95448
707-478-1008 cell
707-431-1569 phone




My January Beekeeping To-Do List
Serge Labesque © 2007

The winter solstice marks a pivotal point in the life of
honey bee colonies. Very soon after this date the queens
resume egg laying. This may sound like a matter-of-fact
statement, but | consider this to be one of the numerous “bee
mysteries”. What can be triggering this resurgence in the hives?
Frequently, beekeeping literature links this to the increasing
length of the days. But how could this be? The difference from
one day to the next is hardly measurable. Anyway, at this
season the queen bees are in the middle of tight bee clusters,
inside dark cavities that are essentially not affected by daylight.

Outside the hives, the weather can be the worst of the
year, cold, windy, rainy. When bees can fly, the amount of pollen
and nectar gathered by the foragers is in most cases rather
minimal. And yet, the queens begin to prepare their colonies for
the fair season that is still weeks or months away. Somehow,
they “know”, or they sense that it is time to lay more eggs.

At first, they lay only a few eggs each day. But the
small patches of brood grow a little more every day. The
colonies, now fragile and diminished for having lost their summer
bees, must nevertheless increase the temperature around the
brood to ensure its development. To produce this additional
heat, the bees consume greater quantities of honey now than
they did a few weeks earlier. But what if there is no more honey
in the hive? Or if the honey is out of reach, too far from the brood
nest?

In January, the colonies perform real balancing acts: If
not enough brood matures into adult bees that can replace the
aging winter bees, the hive will become weaker and weaker. On
the other hand, a lot of brood imposes great demands on the
adult bees. The winter bees even feed the new generation out of
the stores they carry in their own body tissues. The future of the
colony depends on them, and on their queen.

| attribute a special significance to some of the January
brood. It is the drone brood. It may seem that raising drones in
January, in the fragile burgeoning brood nests would be wasteful,
but drones develop slowly, and they will be needed later, when
the colonies produce young queens. Drones take several weeks
to reach maturity. The telltale sign of the emergence of young
drones can be seen on the monitoring trays. The domed
cappings of drone cells can be seen almost intact on the trays.
They are unmistakable. When the colonies begin to raise
drones, they are in effect preparing for the natural queen mating
season, the swarming season. The biological clock of the colony
is ticking. Over the years, | have followed this indication to
estimate when to begin queen rearing and hive divisions. | do
not start these tasks any sooner than six weeks from when | see
a good number of drone cappings on the trays, because a good
supply of mature drones is necessary to ensure proper mating of
the young queens. So far, the bees have been excellent
advisors, demonstrating an uncanny ability to anticipate the real
beginning of spring. So, this January again, Il be watching for
the appearance of drone cappings.

January in the apiaries:

This time of the year is not one for in-depth
hive inspections. But visits to the apiaries keep us
connected to our bees, and prevent stoppable losses
from possible storms and other dangers of the season.

- Perform exterior inspections of hives.

- Verify that hive tops are properly set on
the hives and weighed down with brick or
stone.

- Verify that the hive entrances remain
unobstructed.

- Observe monitoring trays. Verify that the
clusters remain centered in order to
maintain access to their stores.

- Lift the back of the hives to make sure that
they are still heavy (a light hive is probably
running out of stores, and must be fed as
soon as possible).

- Place your ear on the side of the hive, and
listen for a soft hum.

- Inthe latter part of January, on a favorable
day, a very rapid inspection may be
performed to ensure that the clusters have
not reached the top of the hive. Do not
chill the brood or the queens!

- Occasionally, reversing a hive may be
necessary.

- Supering in areas that abound with
eucalyptus trees, manzanitas or other
early nectar producing plants (a few drawn
frames and follower boards, as needed.
Make sure that these are not cold).

- Watch for the appearance of drone brood
cappings on the monitoring trays.

- Review notes from the past season.

- Plan next season.

- Order equipment and tools, as needed.

- Prepare and build new equipment.

- Make foundation or comb starter strips.

- Repair and maintain equipment and tools.
We wish you and your bees great health and sweet
rewards during this New Year.

Beekeeping Classes by Serge Labesque
Introduction to Beekeeping Class
On Wednesdays, February 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th,
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
1592 Emeritus Hall, Santa Rosa Campus.
Intermediate Beekeeping for Spring and
Summer:
On Wednesdays, March 12th and 19th, 6:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m.
1592 Emeritus Hall, Santa Rosa Campus.

Telephone registration: (707) 527-4824
Online registration: www.santarosa.edu/communityed
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Jan. 8—12, 2008 - National Beekeeping Conference —at
Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento. For schedule and registration
info. go to www.abfnet.org or www.americanhoneyproducers.org
or call (912)427-4233. There will be two 90-minute apitherapy
seminars during the conference on Saturday 8:30 AM and
10:30 AM, with a half hour break in between. This info will be
posted to www.abfnet.org/,

Annual Scion Exchange

By Ettamarie Peterson

Going to the scion exchange is a must for all of you who
want to have more fun with your fruit trees. You can help your
bees cross pollinate a variety of apples and lots of other fruits. |
have gone three times now and always learn something new and
bring home great stuff. Some of my grafts actually took! This year
| ate an apple grafted to a tree that had never had good apples in
the 35 years we have lived here.

When you go, take some plastic bags and a permanent
marking pen to mark what scions you pick up. Then when you
graft them to the trees, write the fruit variety on a colored plastic
tape and tie it to the graft. That way you know what variety you
are eating when your graft bears fruit. | put the date on the strips
last year so now | know how old those grafts are. My bees will do
all the rest of the work for me!

The first year | went | was so excited that | left the
Sebastopol Vets Memorial Building and headed straight to
Harmony Farm Supply to buy the proper equipment. It was well
worth the investment.

Scion Exchange Saturday January 26 11 AM to 2 PM

Free grafting wood for over 300 varieties with a $5 entry fee.
Root stock and grafting services available at the exchange.
Location --Sebastopol Veterans Hall

Sponsored by the Redwood chapter of the California Rare Fruit
Growers.

More info.---< www.crfg.org/chapters/redwood_empire>

Lip Balm with Honey

My friend Peter Edwards in Stratford-upon-Avon sent
me this link for lip balm recipes: <http://www.halderman.net/cgi-
bin/showrecipe.pl?lip> | noticed they don't use as much honey.
They all seem to have different approaches to mixing the honey
with the other ingredients.

What brought this up was the 4-H students and | were
making lip balm with honey before Christmas. The honey did not
blend well with the almond oil and beeswax we were using. |
suspect part of our problem was | over heated the mixture and
therefore “cooked” the honey making it caramelize to an extent.

The honey all settled to the bottom of the mixture no

matter how much we stirred it. The lip balm came out

fine but there was leftover honey in the pot when we

finished pouring our lip balm in the tubes.

Ettamarie Peterson

Person Fed Honey On First of January

Stays Sweet for Year

From The Washington Post

Thursday, December 24, 1914 Washington, District Of

Columbia:

Chicago, Dec. 23.—If you would remain sweet

throughout the year eat honey on New Year's

day.

This prescription was given at the eighteenth
annual meeting of the Chicago Northwestern
Beekeepers Association during a discussion as to the
best means of producing a demand for honey.

It was pointed out that in Germany honey was
found on every table and was used far more extensively
than in America.

On New Year's Day, it is said, every person in
Germany eats honey in order that that his disposition
might remain sweet during the whole year.

Honey Is the Best Cough Syrup
Posted on sonomabees@yahoogroups.com:

The news media has been pumping the stories
about Honey being better than Cough Syrup, especially
for younger children. See:
<http://www.abcnews.go.com/Health/ColdFlu/story ?id=3
947988&page=1>
<http://www.product-reviews.net/2007/12/04/honey-
beats-over-the-counter-medicines-at-treating-kids-
coughs/>

Worth note is that they're citing buckwheat
honey due to the higher levels of antioxidants. A few
months ago, Janet Leisen posted how she uses
buckwheat as a cover crop in her garden (and how
much the bees liked it, as well as the antioxidant
properties).

I've used honey for a home cough remedy
longer than I've been a beekeeper. It's good to see the
public come around to it too.

Sean Straw Anything worth doing is worth overdoing
Thistle House, Petaluma, CA
Check out sonomabees @yahoogroups.com. ltis a
great way to exchange information and bee news
between newsletters.
Recycle Old Computer Discs in Your
Apiary

Steve Rose in the UK puts discs to good use.
He cuts them into 4, pin them to his hives and marks the
queen's number on them with a permanent black marker
pen.

He then transfers them to any new hive that he
moves the queen to. To get a push pin through them,
he burns a hole near the apex of the segment with a fine
soldering iron. Steve says you can't miss the numbers
glinting in the sun.



JANUARY RECIPES

CITRUS BALSAMIC SALAD
Citrus Fruit is in season now and makes a great substitute for
tomatoes in any salad.
3 Tbsp. Extra Virgin Olive Oil
2 Tbsp. Balsamic Vinegar
1 Tbsp. Honey
" tsp. salt
8 Cups mixed salad greens
1/3 C. chopped dry roasted almonds
2 green onions
2 C. seeded tangerines, orange slices, or grapefruit slices
Whisk together oil, vinegar, honey, and salt in a large bow! until

blended. Add salad greens, almonds and green onions; toss well

to coat. Add citrus fruit and toss again lightly.

APPLE STREUSEL TART WITH HONEY CRUST
Bon Appétit Epicurious.com
Makes 8 servings.

Crust

1 3/4cups all purpose flour

2tablespoons sugar

1teaspoon cinnamon

1/2teaspoon salt

1/2cup (1 stick) chilled unsalted butter, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
1/4cup honey

2large egg yolks

1tablespoon ice water

Streusel

1cup all purpose flour

1/3cup sugar

1 1/2teaspoons grated lemon peel

1/2teaspoon vanilla extract

1/2cup (1 stick) chilled unsalted butter, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
Filling

1/4cup sugar

2tablespoons fresh lemon juice

1 1/2teaspoons cornstarch

1/4teaspoon ground cinnamon

3cups (packed) grated Gala, Jonagold, or Winesap apples (about

4)

For crust:

Mix flour, sugar, cinnamon, and salt in processor. Add butter;
using on/off turns, process until mixture resembles coarse meal.
Whisk honey, yolks, and 1 tablespoon ice water in bowl. Add
honey mixture to flour mixture; using on/off turns, process until
clumps form. Gather dough into ball; flatten into disk. Wrap in
plastic; chill 1 hour.

Roll dough out on floured surface to 12-inch round. Transfer to

10-inch tart pan with removable bottom. Press dough onto bottom

and up sides of pan. Fold overhang in; press to form
double layer. Cover and chill 30 minutes or up to 1 day.
For streusel:

Mix all ingredients in medium bowl. Using fingertips, rub
in butter until pea-size clumps form. Refrigerate while
preparing filling.

For filling:

Preheat oven to 350°F. Whisk first 4 ingredients in large
bowl to blend. Add grated apples; stir to coat.

Transfer to crust, spreading evenly. Sprinkle streusel
over. Bake until streusel is golden and filling is bubbling,
about 1 hour. Cool. (Can be made 8 hours ahead. Let
stand at room temperature.)

HONEY OAT APPLESAUCE BREAD
From Sacramento Beekeepers Association Newsletter

1 C. applesauce # C. honey

1 tsp. salt 2 eggs

1 tsp. cinnamon # tsp. nutmeg

1# C. sifted flour 1 tsp. baking powder
1/3 C. vegetable oll 1 tsp. baking soda

1 C. seedless raisins (or SunMaid Fruitbits)

1# C. rolled oats # C coarsely chopped
walnuts

Preheat oven to 350°F. Beat together the eggs and
honey until smooth; add applesauce. In separate bowl
sift together the flour, baking powder, soda, salt and
spices. Blend into the egg mixture. Stir in the oil, oats,
raisins and nuts until all blended. Spoon batter into 1
greased 5 X 9” loaf pan or 4 mini-loaf pans. Bake at
350° for 1 hour (or about 20 minutes if mini-loaves).

New Law Concerning Beekeepers

Assembly Bill 771, which will go into effect
January 1,2008. AB 771, by Assemblyman Kevin de
Ledn, D-Los Angeles, requires the secretary of the
Department of Food and Agriculture to appoint a group
to meet regularly to come up with a solution to the
controversy between the beekeepers and the mandarin
orange growers. The group will be from both sides.

If they can't settle their differences by June 1,
however, the bill requires Food and Agriculture to go
ahead without them, and adopt regulations to deal with
the conflict by Feb. 1, 2009.

January Trivia to Make You Think

Honey bee foragers use a “waggle dance” to inform
nestmates about direction and distance to locations of
attractive food. The sound and air flows generated by
dancer's wing and abdominal vibrations have been



implicated as important cues, but the decoding mechanisms for
these dance messages are poorly understood. To understand the
neural mechanisms of honey bee dance communication, we
analyzed the anatomy of antenna and Johnston's organ (JO) in
the pedicel of the antenna, as well as the mechanical and neural
response characteristics of antenna and JO to acoustic stimuli,
respectively. The honey bee JO consists of about 300-320
scolopidia connected with about 48 cuticular “knobs” around the
circumference of the pedicel. Each scolopidium contains bipolar
sensory neurons with both type | and Il cilia. The mechanical
sensitivities of the antennal flagellum are specifically high in
response to low but not high intensity stimuli of 265-350 Hz
frequencies. The structural characteristics of antenna but not JO
neurons seem to be responsible for the non-linear responses of
the flagellum in contrast to mosquito and fruit fly. The honey bee
flagellum is a sensitive movement detector responding to 20 nm
tip displacement, which is comparable to female mosquito.
Furthermore, the JO neurons have the ability to preserve both
frequency and temporal information of acoustic stimuli including
the “waggle dance” sound. Intriguingly, the response of JO
neurons was found to be age-dependent, demonstrating that the
dance communication is only possible between aged foragers.
These results suggest that the matured honey bee antennae and
JO neurons are best tuned to detect 250-300 Hz sound
generated during “waggle dance” from the distance in a dark
hive, and that sufficient responses of the JO neurons are
obtained by reducing the mechanical sensitivity of the flagellum in
a near-field of dancer. This nonlinear effect brings about dynamic
range compression in the honey bee auditory system.

Citation: Tsujiuchi S, Sivan-Loukianova E, Eberl DF, Kitagawa
Y, Kadowaki T (2007) Dynamic Range Compression in the
Honey Bee Auditory System toward Waggle Dance Sounds.
PLoS ONE 2(2): e234. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0000234

What’s In Bloom?
Borage, yellow mustard, calendula and some eucalyptus are
about all we see this month.

New Year’s Resolutions by Your Editor

O.K., you didn't think you would get by without hearing
about this beekeeperls New Yearls Resolutions, did you?

After looking through several old beekeeping journals |
had started in various years, | decided one more time that | am
going to keep better records. It seems as though once | get into
swarm season, my New Year!s resolution to do this just fly out
the window faster than a bee can buzz. My records for honey
collection amount to a few jottings on the calendar here and
there. | need something or someone to hit me on the head once a
week or so and remind me how important record keeping is.

| also resolve to keep my bee equipment better
organized. Last year around this time | hired my grandson to help
me clean out my workshop and organize all my empty boxes and
frames. | didn!t get around to my actual gear box organization
until late summer when | put on the workshop for beginners.
Then | sorted through all three boxes to see how many people |
could properly suit up and how many hive tools | had. | was
amazed at what | found! | actually own three hive tools and

enough suits for four people. | have enough rubber
gloves to share with five people, one more if some of he
or she wants only a single glove.

My next resolution is to discard any equipment
| am never ever going to use. This year | surprised
myself by getting rid of some stuff. | did that by donating
it to members of the association and 4-H students and
using some old beat-up boxes to hold my rabbit cages
up off the ground. Old, unusable boxes are also good for
planters and chicken nesting boxes, by the way.

| further resolve to make some splits and raise
some queens. Every year | have said | want to do this
and some how [ just don't do it. | have made some
replacement queens now and then but | want to
seriously make more from a couple of my best hives.
The hive | keep in my mother!s garden in Elk Grove
should be a good candidate for splitting in March.
Another one that may be good to split is a colony |
caught over in Sonoma which has a beautiful dark
golden queen. Those bees work hard and have never
had any treatments. | left them enough stores so |
should not have to feed them but | have resolved to
check them this month and next to be sure.

My final resolution is to plant as many of the
bee friendly plants | learned about in 2007. Thanks to
Marilyn Fujiyoshi | added several new plants to my
garden and learned about many more. | want to plant a
California redbud tree (Cercis) for early blooming and
lots of thyme, cosmos, cotoneaster and Michaelmas
daisies. If | learned anything new in 2007, it was the
importance of a variety of pollen sources for our bees.
Somehow | never really had given that much thought to
that until reading about the causes of CCD. A rich,
varied diet of pollen especially in the late summer and
fall are highly important to get those strong winter bees.
We donlt have a big problem in the spring around here
but with our long, dry summers we need to plant drought
tolerant pollen and nectar producing plants that bloom
later in the year. That is why | want to plant more sedum
and Michaelmas daisies. The bees love them in the fall.
I will plant more sunflowers throughout the spring and
early summer to extend their bloom period.

| don!t know how many of my lofty resolutions |
will keep nor for how long but if | don't write them down,
they will be gone faster than my resolution to stop eating
so much chocolate.

Happy New Year!

Need a mentor or be a mentor?
Let’s resolve to help each other. Contact
me so | can put together a mentor list to
publish.

See SCBA’s Web Site:
www.sonomabees.org

It has back issues of The Monthly Extractor and
the swarm list.




SCBA Executive Board 2008
Pres. Michael Johnson president@sonomabees.org

707-789—0900

Past Pres. Ettamarie Peterson
pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582
Vice Pres. - Sean Straw
vicepresident@sonomabees.org 1-415-342-2833
2" Vice President —Emery Dann
vp2@sonomabees.org 707-527-9711

Secretary —Barbara Alois — 707-545-
5956secretary@sonomabees.org 707-

Treasurer Janet Leisen treasurer@sonomabees.org
707- 575-9761

Librarian —ShariLyn Bunce
librarian@sonomabees.org 707-707-538-7190
Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez 707- 579-9416
Serge Labesque nonprofit@sonomabees.org 707-
996-3149

Historian —Jackie Whitford 707-526-1029
geofwhitford@yahoo.com

Editor Ettamarie Peterson —
editor@sonomabees.org 765-4582

Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw

swarms @sonomabees.org

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Spring
Maxfield 527-5913

Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County
Beekeepers’ Association are held on the second
Monday of each month, at 7 pm. The meetings
cover a wide range of topics of interest to
beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about
honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend
these meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay
dues.

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES
Taxes — Consulting — Financial Reporting
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By Appointment
707-829-4800
800-758-0599
FAX 707-823-2865
702 Litchfield Ave.
Sebastopol, CA 95472
Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA
Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com
http://www.bardella.com

707-545-0721

Now are taking orders for packaged
bees.
Larry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and

Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks
Display.

21 West 7" St. Santa Rosa

Western Farm Suppy),

BEES SUPPLIES CLASSES

OPEN: MON-SAT 10am to 6pm
SUNDAYS 10amto4pm

Dowueg the beekeeperis at the store

every Sarturday (being your questions)
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"We Partner With Small Batch Beekeepers"

S271 Gravenstein Hwy. S, in Sebastopo
(next 1o Foster's Freeze)
707-824-2905 beekind caom

Mann Lake Ltd. auhorized Decler;
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Come on down to beekind
and sign up with
partnersforsustainablepollination.org
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ALLEGRA

PRINT & IMAGING
For all yowur prinring needs:
Specializing in:
Business Cards
I_abels
& Stationery
Call 707 575-9334
E-mail allegrasr@ aol.com
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January meeting back at 4-H Center
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CENTER

Building is behind the Rite Aid Store in the
Shopping Center. There is plenty of parking.




