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Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby 

and commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees. 

Monthly Meeting Nov. 12th Pot Luck dinner and silent auction held in the 4-H Foundation Center in Rohnert 
Park, see directions in this newsletter. Also we will show the slides from Ettamarie Peterson!s and Ellen 
McKnight!s trip to New Zealand and Australia. 
Dec. 10-Election night and gadget night meeting back at Wine Country Honey meeting room. 
 
From Your President 
 Well, I squeezed in time among pushing pumpkins, 
talking to hundreds of school children about bees and keeping up 
with life in general to put Ellen McKnight!s photos and mine into a 
power point slide presentation. I hope to make all the gadgets 
work properly together so you can see the pictures from the 
honey company I visited in New Zealand, the ones Ellen and I 
saw in Australia and Apimondia scenes. This will not be a 
travelogue of the two countries. There were so many photos to 
choose from that I limited it mostly to bee related ones. I did 
throw in a couple of extras just because I was so fascinated by 
the Gordon River in Tasmania.  
 The November meeting is a family night so do bring 
your spouses and children along with your contribution to the 
potluck. For the new members information, the potluck is not your 
ordinary old just-throw-something-together meal. We call it the 
gourmet potluck because people bring their favorite dishes and 
we have a friendly voting on which main dish, salad, appetizer, 
dessert and dish-made-with-honey is the best. Then we give the 
winners a gift certificate! This year your Board is going to try to 
make it easier to vote on the dishes by having tickets to vote with. 
Other years we just had a show of hands but some people got so 
carried away they voted more than once. It is all very friendly so 
don!t be intimidated. Just make your favorite recipe; pack it over 
with serving utensils and we will do the rest. By the way, please 
bring your own plate, cup, silverware and napkins. We will have 
hot and cold beverages and the table decorations. Also if you 
have anything you can donate to our silent auction, please bring 
it and a card telling us its value and your name. Let Sean Straw 
know ahead if possible.  
 This year we are paying Angelo Ibleto to supplement our 
potluck supper with some of his award winning tri-tips. I hope we 
have a wonderful turnout. It will be in the 4-H Foundation Center 
and I optimistically ordered 6 tables that hold 12 people apiece. 
Your board will be decorating the tables and bringing the 
beverages. See the map on the address cover page. 

 Ettamarie  Pet erson 
 

October 8, 2007 General Meeting Minutes  
Meeting called to order shortly past 7:00 by our world traveler of 
a president, Ettamarie, who had    just recently returned 
from Australia.   Approximately 40 members in attendance along 
with all our club's officers. 
   Of the first announcements was the success of our 
club's presence and members' entries in this year!s Harvest Fair.  
Our club brought in $680 in sales of honey sticks.  Those who 
represented our club and     supervised the honey tasting for the 
public are much appreciated!  Many members took top prizes for 

their entries of honey and other hive products, 
Congratulations to all! 
  Focus of the questions was the control of 
yellow jackets about the hives.  Members reported 
success with one or a combination of the following 
strategies:  traps with protein, meat type bait, perching 
stands to distance hives from the ground and also 
reducing the hive entrances to minimize distance 
requiring defending by guard bees.  Yellow jackets, 
however, are beneficiaries to our gardens as they 
remove many unwanted pest larvae and also feed on 
common flies.  
     Our vice president, Sean, demonstrated how 
hive bodies can be separated that have been overbuilt 
with bridge comb otherwise making it a disaster to 
separate.  He has combined recycled guitar strings, 
 (advantageous because of abrasive texture), with 3/4 
inch p.v.c. pipe handles to make a cutting tool that 
accomplishes this task.   By tying the knots of the 
strings or similar material, through wooden blocks that 
are placed inside the pipe handles, you avoid 
the potential problem of the string pulling through the 
p.v.c. pipe.  Sean generously brought some ready made 
samples for some lucky members. 
    Among our many new members were two 
visiting young beekeepers from the Ukraine.  Vitalii and 
Alex have been working with Scott Nelson to forward 
their understanding of American beekeeping and are 
graduates in beekeeping from a four-year university in 
their country.  Vitalii Koshlatyi treated us to an all too 
short introduction of the beekeeping industry in the 
Ukraine.  His country is the home of some of the top 
researchers in hive management as well as top 
producers of honey and other hive products.  There are 
some 500,000 beekeepers in the Ukraine, working 
together to produce some 70,000 tons of honey.  
   Other remarkable notations from Vitalii's 
presentation included the fact that foul brood is very 
aggressively dealt with in the Ukraine. He said he has 
seen more AFB since he got to Sonoma County than he 
ever did in the Ukraine. Varroa Destructor there has 
become of little consequence due to systematic 
applications of a smoke treatment of herbs in fall and 
spring.  Vitalii also credits the winters for the interruption 
of brood rearing and subsequent break in mite 
reproduction. 
     Vitalii and Alex offer their knowledge in hive 
inspection and swarm removal services on a fee basis.  
For more information you may e-mail them at 
Bee@yahoo.com. 
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      Adding further to our international experience this 
evening, a new member, Erik, relocating from France, spoke to 
the group about royal jelly production.  He promises to return to a 
meeting in   the near future with a DVD presentation of the 
process used to harvest royal jelly.   He indicated that one hive 
could produce approximately 1 kilo, or 2 lbs of royal jelly.  
 A motion was made by Geof Whitford to put on our next 
ballot to move our meetings back to the New College building. 
The motion was seconded and discussed. It all boiled down to 
having the ballot with the choices of new officers contain an 
advisory issue to help the officers to decide if the Association 
should relocate away from Wine Country Honey. Pros and cons 
will be stated on the ballot. The board will consider the members! 
votes to decide where we will be meeting in 2008. 
  

 
October, 2007 Board Meeting  

Board meeting held on 2007-10-17at JK's Restaurant in Rohnert 
Park In attendance: Ettamarie Peterson, President; Sean Straw, 
first Vice President; Michael Johnson, second Vice President; 
Donna Nelson, Treasurer. Also in attendance: Members Fred 
Nelson and Scott Nelson, and Alexi & Vitali, employees of Wine 
Country Honey. Kathy Kellison, our Secretary, had conflicting 
duties and was unable to attend. Meeting called to order at 7:21 
pm by Ettamarie Peterson 
Fred Nelson asked to say a few things.  He indicated that he and 
Serge had discussed club direction at the last general meeting, 
and that he [Fred] thinks we should stick to our stated goals, 
rather than getting involved in issues between members.  Also, 
that we should seek out funding of scholarships to the JC or the 
UC Davis, for those pursuing beekeeping. 
Ettamarie pointed out the Farm Trails has scholarships for High 
School students heading to the JC, and for JC graduates heading 
off to 4-year colleges. 
In the most recent purchase, the association paid $351 for some 
number of honey sticks, though the paperwork wasn't brought to 
the meeting to indicate how many that was.  Michael will look up 
the information and get quotes from other vendors, to determine 
the feasibility of producing honey sticks from our own local 
honey. 
Ettamarie read a letter from UC Davis acknowledging the 
Association's recent financial contribution to their bee program.  It 
was determined that we should have Kathy Kellison work up a 
PR announcement from that and endeavor to get that published 
in the local paper, as a possible way to solicit the general public 
to contribute. 
Scott Nelson wanted to make some statements about the current 
dispute some members have with his business, Wine Country 
Honey.  He referred to e-mails that had been sent around to 
members and to customers claiming that Wine Country Honey 
was declaring Bankruptcy, and how these claims have an impact 
on his business.  The same e-mails also imply that he has 
refused to pay employees.  Scott states that these claims are 
unfounded, and "we're not going bankrupt."  Scott says that 
Kathy Cox's lawsuit which has been filed to dissolve the Wine 
Country Honey incorporation is unfounded.  He expressed 
concern that his employees have been contacted by club 
members.  "Things are going quite well right now." He says that 

almost all his bees are being taken out of pollination 
service in the next couple of years, and he'll be going 
biodynamic.  He'll start nucs off the colonies and 
introduce those into pollination for one season, then 
bring them into the biodynamic process. He indicated 
that his operation would likely be "ground zero" for the 
Israeli virus due to his importation of bees from 
Australia. He's experienced about a 5% loss to 
foulbrood, but most losses are attributed to CCD.  When 
he finds foulbrood, they bag the boxes and kill the bees.  
The boxes are not yet burned, and are stored in a room 
in his facility. 
Ettamarie indicated that the association really wants 
nothing to do with this dispute - we've been dragged into 
it by merit of holding meetings at Wine Country Honey 
and because members have exercised their right to 
make motions at the general meetings. 
Sean noted that we need to encourage member 
participation in the administration of the association. 
We need to produce the wording for the ballot measures 
pertaining to the meeting space relocation.  We need to 
do that before the December newsletter goes out with 
the ballot. 
Sean says the newsletter should have a statement 
clarifying that the sonomabees yahoo discussion list is 
NOT "ours" - messages are not vetted, and just because 
someone posts something there doesn't mean that the 
association endorses that view.  Some members seem 
to be confused on this point, thinking that views 
expressed on the list are somehow those of the 
association, or that we have the right to squash people's 
discussions. 
Arrangements for the potluck dinner were discussed.  
Members need to be reminded to bring a place setting 
for themselves (plate, glass, silverware, and possible 
extra set to accommodate others who might forget 
same).  Serving dishes and serving ware should be 
LABELED as to who owns them, so that anything which 
is left behind can find its owner.  Painter's tape with your 
name on it stuck on the handle of serving ware, or the 
underside of dishes would be a good idea. 
Persons bringing food for entry in the potluck dish voting 
will be provided a white paper bag onto which they 
should write the name of the dish, and identify the 
category which it belongs in (entree, desert, salad, 
appetizer), and whether it contains honey. 
Each member in attendance will be issued five color-
coded tickets - one for each potluck category.  Members 
can drop those tickets into the appropriate bag to vote 
for those dishes.  At a time to be announced at the 
meeting, the tickets will be tallied, and prizes awarded to 
the dishes in each category.  Michael will manage the 
tickets. 
Donna is to be obtaining five $25 gift certificates from 
Glory Bee, as prizes for the potluck dishes.  There was 
discussion of NOT using member businesses for this, as 
that would open the door to complaints. 
Fred Nelson will bring Coffee, Coffeepots, Tea, 
lemonade drink mix, and if possible, a juice press.  
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Members will be advised that if they've got surplus apples, pears, 
or grapes, that they should wash some and bring them to the 
meeting to make fresh pressed juice.  If you do so, consider 
bringing a pitcher or two to put it in to serve from. 
Ettamarie will bring Table Decorations, plus white paper lunch 
bags for the food voting. 
Angelo has been contacted about catering Tri-tip for the potluck.  
This is a paid-for catering arrangement, and isn't subject to 
participation in the food voting, though anything else he may 
bring can be entered. 
We need to solicit members to bring items for the Silent auction.  
Ettamarie indicated that she has some Ross rounds equipment 
donated by Western Farm. 
Sean is planning to construct a complete top bar hive and 
possibly a couple of frame displays to contribute to the silent 
auction. 
Sean suggested that perhaps we could get Frank Bardella to 
write a short note for the newsletter about tax write-offs as they 
pertain to membership dues, cash donations, and auction items.  
Members should be made aware of the tax benefits that they 
legitimately can and should claim. 
Donna should bring the printed member list to the November 
meeting so that we can issue voting stubs (for the potluck dishes) 
to MEMBERS, and also have a list to confirm nominations. 
Sean will bring pre-printed forms for the silent auction items.  The 
expectation is to conduct it much the same as last year. 
Sean will link to the 4-H site from the association website so 
there's a ready reference for the directions to the location. 
The pricing of Honey sticks which the association sells at faire 
events is apparently low.  We've been selling honey sticks at 
$0.25 apiece or 5 for $1, while at the recent Harvest faire, 
apparently other vendors were selling well enough at $0.75 PER 
HONEY STICK.  Obviously, we need to change our pricing.  
doubling the price - $0.50 apiece, or 5 for $2 has been 
considered, but it wasn't motioned for vote. 
Along these same lines, changing the vendor for our honey sticks 
is also under consideration.  This may increase the cost of the 
honey sticks, as we might be paying for a "premium" packaging 
option (a cello wrapper over the honey stick itself, plus possible 
imprinting of same with reference to the Bee Association or 
Sonoma County honey).  A change in supplier also affords the 
club the opportunity to have our own honey packaged.  The 
honey in the honey sticks we currently sell is coming from the 
provider of those sticks - in switching to a new provider, we could 
provide 5 gallon buckets of honey and have that packaged. 

The specific yield and pricing has not been investigated 
and quoted just yet, but will be in the coming month.  Scott 
Nelson indicated that he's recently paid $700 to package two 5-
gallon buckets of honey, at a yield of 5500 honey sticks per 5-
gallon batch.  That works out to about 6.3 cents per honey stick.  
Note that the lower cost is largely due to the fact that he's not 
paying the packaging outfit for the cost of the honey itself.  The 
packaging may cost more than our current provider, but offset by 
providing honey which might be donated by members for the 
cause could keep the total price down to near what we currently 
pay.  If members were to donate honey, we might be able to 
partially compensate for that honey by providing some number of 
the completed honey sticks to that member (though obviously not 

a quantity equal to the volume of their donation), or 
batching smaller member orders with larger association 
ones. 

Donna Nelson, Treasurer, presented the 
printed financial statements for the past two months to 
the President.  There was some discussion about 
earnings from the sale of honey sticks at the Harvest 
Faire. She also turned over several newsletters that had 
been returned.  There was some confusion expressed at 
why, if the post office has the forwarding information to 
put on the envelope, the newsletters aren't simply 
forwarded.  Sean explained that a couple of years ago, 
we switched the outside format of the newsletter to 
include "POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED" above the addressee, so that the post 
office sends us the newsletters back WITH the address 
information so that we can update our records: 
otherwise, we don't find out about change of address 
because members don't have an incentive to notify us 
because the mail forwarding deals with it for them, until 
the post office quits forwarding the mail. 

Fred Nelson inquired about whether we can get 
a postage discount for nonprofit, or get bulk rates.  Sean 
explained that our circulation isn't high enough to qualify 
for the necessary volume to get a discount, and even 
the "prepaid" imprint for the newsletters, as seen on 
many bulk mail in lieu of a stamp or postage meter 
imprint, also requires a much higher regular postal 
volume.  

Scott Nelson asked why, with so many people 
having internet access, we don't simply cease printing 
the newsletter altogether.  The association encourages 
members to take online delivery of the newsletter, but 
fully recognizes that many members do not have 
internet, even own a computer, or understand how to 
properly use it.  It was further suggested that we could 
cease mailing it and ask that members who do want to 
get it by mail could ask for it to be mailed.  This was 
promptly countered as problematic for many members 
and would undoubtedly be ill received. 

Donna and the other Nelsons departed the 
meeting at 9:04 pm. 

Some additional discussion took place about 
the swarm participation agreement that should be 
distributed in the December Newsletter (along with the 
ballot), so that individuals interested in participating in 
the swarm list have the necessary agreement to sign.  
Sean will continue to work on the wording of this. 

Also, board members need to work on 
documenting the procedures and duties associated with 
their offices, so that this information is available to 
whoever might assume their office in future elections. 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:15 pm Minutes by Sean Straw  
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My November Beekeeping To-Do List 
Serge Labesque © 2007 

 
Good news!  It is reported1 that the 2006-2007 winter 

hive losses are the lowest recorded during the past fifteen years!  
This is great news, isn!t it?  Unfortunately for U.S. beekeepers, 
and we know it all too well, this is not what is happening in our 
apiaries.  This good news comes from France.  In spite of the 
recent introduction of Nosema ceranae, of the importation 
(accidental, negligent or deliberate, it is not known) of the Asian 
hornet Vespa velutina, and in spite of the numerous problems 
honey bees are currently afflicted with, hive mortality is at its 
lowest in many years in France. 

The main reason that is given for this improvement:  
Three years ago, after years of complaints by French 
beekeepers, who were facing huge colony losses and 
disappearing bees, the use of imidacloprid and fironil was banned 
by the French government.  Another reason is the development 
of “jachères apicoles”, which are areas of land that are 
maintained to provide forage for pollinators. 

So, no, this is not happening in the U.S.  But there is 
something we can and should learn from this positive news.  
Actually, other countries of the E.U. have taken notice and are 
considering similar measures.  Why don!t we as well? 

Why can!t we, in this country, accept the fact that there 
is something that can be learned from the experience of others?  
Why can!t we see that neonicotinoid insecticides, which are now 
widely used here, are poisoning our insect pollinators (and who 
knows what else?), and are contributing to the demise of our 
dearest honey bees?  Why can!t we see that our ways of farming 
the land are destroying habitats that are critical to the good 
functioning of our ecosystem? 

I!ll venture a short answer to these questions: arrogance 
and greed. 

The money jingling in the pockets of the representatives 
of the chemical industry, and the votes of the farmers resonate 
louder in the ears of politicians than the sobs and tears of the 
beekeepers who are seeing their colonies die massively. 

What will it take to get us to swallow the fact that we 
have to change some of our ways in order to really save the 
honey bees from disaster?  Let!s take action while we still have 
time to save our bees! 

 
1. Henri Clément, UNAF President / Rustica, avril 

2007 / Abeilles et Fleurs, No683 (Merci Ellen 
McKnight). 

 
 

November in the apiaries: 
 
The preparations of the colonies for winter are to be 

completed by the end of the first week of the month.  It is better 
not to wait until the last possible day, as the weather is unreliable 
at this season.  After that last visit, I will leave the hives 
undisturbed. 

Early in November is the last chance to transfer the 
bees into clean, scorched equipment before winter. 

Consolidation of the brood nests in the lower part of the 
brood chambers, between follower boards. 

Placement of the stores above the brood nests, 
also between follower boards, and with some empty 
comb in the center. 

Removal of unused, empty, and old frames. 
Reduction of the entrances, as needed. 
Installation of mouse guards on the colonies 

that are at risk. 
The tops of the hives should be secured with 

weights (brick, stone) or rope to prevent them from 
being lifted by strong winds. 
              Upper ventilation notches are open. 

Cleaning of the screened bottom monitoring 
trays. 

Note how the grass has turned green again! 

At home: 
Scrape, scorch and store the equipment that 

has been returned from the apiaries. 
Cull old, empty frames. 
Start building frames and other pieces of 

equipment for the next season. 
Review notes from the year. 
Look forward to next season.  Start planning 

(dreaming?) 
Consider actions we will take together for the 

future of the honey bee… 
 
 

         Got Books ?????????? 
Calling one and all outstanding library books.  

Check your car, night stand, couch etc. for any SCBA 
books and bring them in to the next club meeting at the 
4-H Center in RP.  GOOD FOOD WILL BE SERVED!!!  

  
Anybody want to be the Librarian for the 

upcoming year???  It takes very little time and you get to 
buy new books for our club.  Talk to me at the next 
meeting or email me if you have an interest.  
Librarian@sonomabees.org 

Observations by Children by Ettamarie Peterson 
Our friend from the UK Graham Law told me 

that the other day he was giving a talk to 60 ten-year 
olds at a local school. When he asked the question, 
“Now why do you suppose the bees would make 
honey,” a little girl raised her hand and timidly said, 
“What else would they do?” 

At the same time on our side of the pond I was 
busy showing little folks the queen in my observation 
hive. When a child asked why the queen wasn!t moving, 
I replied, “She is resting. Doesn!t your mother ever 
rest?” The little girl answered, “She did once but not 
anymore.” Today I was engaged in the same 
conversation with a little one and asked the same 
question. This time the answer was, “No, she doesn!t, 
only my dad does.” 
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I Learned About Beekeeping From This 

 I discovered watching the queen in my observation hive 
every day in October that she can remain on one side of the 
comb for weeks at a time. I have seen her run from one side to 
the other many times but this October she spent so many days 
on one side that there is a patch of capped brood on one side 
and no brood on the other. 

 
Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space that the 
business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is $10, and the 1/2 
page ad is $20. Classified ads are free to members. 
 
Wine Country Honey has an extractor members can use for $5 a 
day with this money going to our association. The two association 
extractors are housed at Spring Maxfield!s home and Ettamarie 
Peterson!s home. They also rent for $5 a day.  

 
Member Ad Space 
(Free ad space to all dues payers) 

 . We hope that you will consider Bloomfield Bees 
Honey.com as your local bee source. We are taking deposits for 
2008. $125 will reserve a whole hive. $75 will reserve a 5-frame 
nuc. Queens will be available next May; on a first come first 
served basis. 
NUC- 5 drawn frames, 2 honey and pollen, 3 bees and brood and 
their '08 queen marked. Two hour hands on class in the spring on 
Hive Management. $150 (five frame exchange) 
HIVE- bottom board, top board, deep with 2 follower boards and 
8 drawn frames containing honey, nectar, pollen, bees, brood 
and their '08 queen marked. Two hour hands on class in the 
spring on hive management. $250. (NOTE: Some of the 
equipment will be used equipment.) 
Call to apprentice! You must commit to at least 4 hours of bee 
work.  
Kathy, Rose, Jackie and Geof 
www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com 
707-823-2804 
 
Linda Clary and April Lance 
FOR SALE 
Beehives for sale.  Nuc's $150.  Whole hives as large or small as 
you like - to beginning beekeepers only. $30.00 per frame of 
bees, plus a complimentary queen. 
1656 West Dry Creek Road 
Healdsburg, California 95448 
707-478-1008 cell 
707-431-1569 phone 
 

Seedless Mandarins and Honey Bees 
By Janet Leisen!s sister Dayna Green Burgeson 
'85 Satsumas are bee friendly. Clementines are not. 

When purchasing mandarin oranges in the marketplace most 
buyers will choose the sweet seedless types. This has led to the 
development of a strong market for the seedless “Clementine” 
type mandarins. This variety is usually grown in the Central 
Valley of California or imported from Spain and Algeria. Most 
customers do not realize that for this variety of mandarin to 

remain seedless growers must eliminate pollination by 
bees. Usually this has been accomplished by 
eliminating all bee colonies within a 2 to 5 mile area. In 
Algeria and Spain the bees may be killed with 
insecticides, but this is illegal in California.  
Recently in California!s Central Valley, citrus growers 
have planted many orchards of this type of Clementine 
mandarin. These growers are now attempting to remove 
beehives on neighboring properties that were there long 
before the Clementine orchards. Some large growers 
have filed lawsuits against beekeepers for bees “ 
trespassing” and pollinating the Clementine crop. If the 
Clementine growers prevail, large areas that were 
previously used as bee habitat for beekeepers will no 
longer be available. 

Why should the consumer care about 
maintaining bee populations? Bees are required to 
pollinate many fruit, vegetable and nut crops grown in 
California. Elimination or reduction in bee populations 
will reduce the productivity of agriculture and raise the 
price of food for everyone. There has been a recent 
dramatic decline in the bee population due to an 
unknown cause, termed “ colony collapse disorder”.  
Having additional restrictions or eliminations of bee 
colonies at this vulnerable time is of major concern. 

Lovers of seedless mandarins should note that 
Satsuma seedless mandarin oranges remain seedless 
regardless of bee pollination. This means that when you 
buy a seedless Satsuma mandarin you are protecting 
critical bee habitat. Not only that, but mountain grown 
Satsuma mandarin oranges grown in California!s Placer 
County are preferred over Central Valley Clementines 
by many connoisseurs due to their delicious sweet and 
complex flavor and their easy to peel skin. To find out 
more about mountain grown Satsuma mandarins visit 
www.mountainmandarins.com. To order Satsuma 
mandarins by mail call Burgeson Family Farm at 916-
663-4352 or email burgesonfarm@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Bee Trivia  
 Russian researcher Prof. Nicolai Vasilievich 
Tsitsin, a biologist and experimental botanist at the 
Longevity Institute, tried to discover why so many 
natives of Georgia, formerly of the Soviet Union, 
reportedly lived to upwards of 125 years old. ""Most of 
these modern Methuselahs who live in dry, desert-like 
climates, are beekeepers, who every day eat raw, 
unprocessed honey with bee pollen." All of the 200 or 
more people past 125 years of age in Georgia, without 
exception, state that their principal food is pollen and 
honey - mostly pollen," said Prof. Tsitsin. 
 

 
 
What!s In Bloom 

Ivy, borage, asters, thyme, oregano, statice and lemon 
balm (in my garden at least), Madrone and Manzanita. 
 

 Please bring items for our silent auction table. 
Thanks from Your Board Members 
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How to Find the 4-H Foundation Center for Our 
November Meeting 

November is when SCBA holds its potluck dinner (with 
awards for dishes in various categories), nominates board 
members for the coming year, and also holds a Silent Auction. 

To better accommodate the special needs for a food-
oriented evening, the meeting is being held at an alternate 
location.  This location had been selected before and 
independent of the current motion for changing the meeting 
venue.  4-H has kitchen facilities and a modular meeting space 
capable of accommodating everyone in one room. 

To get to the Sonoma County 4-H facility, follow these 
directions: From North of Rohnert Park:  take 101 South to the 
Rohnert Park Expressway (the only 101 overpass in Rohnert 
Park), take the exit, turn LEFT to cross the overpass to the East 
side of town.  Bear to the RIGHT lane as you cross the overpass.  
Continue with local directions below.  
 From South of Rohnert Park:  take 101 north to the Rohnert Park 
Expressway, take the exit, and turn RIGHT.  Continue with local 
directions below. 
 From areas East or West - get to 101, then follow above 
directions according to where on 101 you are.  116 comes in 
South of Rohnert Park, 12  
is north. 
Local: From Rohnert Park Expressway, turn RIGHT at the signal 
on Commerce (which is the first cross street on the east side, and 
runs roughly parallel to the freeway the entire length of Rohnert 
Park); continue to the next traffic signal, which is Hunter.  Turn 
RIGHT into the shopping center parking lot there.  You'll pass a 
Subway and pizza shop on your left, and once past that structure, 
turn LEFT and keep to the side of the Rite-Aid  
building on your right - the 4-H building is directly in front of you, 
and you'll turn RIGHT to access their parking lot, which is directly 
between the back of the Rite-Aid and the freeway. 

There is ample parking, paved and lighted.  If you don't 
have any large or heavy items, please leave the closest parking 
to the structure for those who do. 

See map on cover. 
There's a map showing the broad strokes on the following 
website: 
http://www.4hfoundationofsoco.org/4h_center.shtml 
 

Jan. 8Ñ 12, 2008 - National Beekeeping Conference—at 
Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento.  For schedule and registration 
info. go to www.abfnet.org or www.americanhoneyproducers.org 
or call (912)427-4233.   

 California State Beekeepers Association Conference 
to be Held Nov. 13-15  
 The annual convention of CSBA will be held on Nov.13th 
to Nov. 15th in Harrah!s Lake Tahoe. Speakers will be there from 
all over the country.  
 For more information and a convention packet, contact 
Patricia Johnson at castatebeekeepers@hotmail.com or call 
(209) 667-4590. 
 

Is It Deductible? By Frank Bardella 
Generally, you can deduct contributions of money or 

property made to a qualified organization. 

Contributions can qualify for a charitable 
deduction only if made to a corporation, trust, 
community chest fund, or a foundation that is organized 
and operated exclusively for charitable, religious, 
educational, scientific, or literary purpose or for the 
prevention of cruelty to children or animals (up to a limit 
of 50% of your adjusted gross income). 

These charities are the ones that have been 
granted “501(c)(3) tax exempt status. 

The organization should make their charitable 
status known when soliciting funds from you. 

You cannot deduct dues, fees, or assessments 
paid to country clubs or other “ social organizations.” 
These are not qualified organizations. 

Record keeping rules for 2007 – You cannot 
deduct a cash contribution, regardless of the amount, 
unless you keep a record of the contribution and bank 
records (such as a cancelled check(s), a bank copy of 
the cancelled check, or a bank statement containing the 
name of the charity, the date and the amount) or a 
written communication from the charity. 

If contributions are $250.00 or more you must 
keep an acknowledgement from the qualified 
organization showing the name and address of the 
organization, date and location of the contribution, and 
the description of the property for each separate 
contribution of $250.00 or more. In addition the 
acknowledgement must state whether you received any 
goods or services in return for your donation. 

After sorting through all that, associations like 
ours need monies to be run efficiently. So donate even if 
it is a deduction or not. 

 

 

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES 

   Taxes – Consulting – Financial Reporting 
########################################## 
   By Appointment 
   707-829-4800 
   800-758-0599 
   FAX 707-823-2865 
   702 Litchfield Ave. 
   Sebastopol, CA 95472 

     Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA 
    Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service 
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com 
http://www.bardella.com 
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 SCBA Executive Board 2007 

Pres. Ettamarie Peterson 
president@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582 
Past Pres. Kathy Cox 
pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-823-2804 
 Vice Pres. - Sean Straw 
vicepresident@sonomabees.org    
1-415-342-2833 
2nd Vice President Ð Michael Johnson 707-789Ñ 0900 
vp2@sonomabees.org 
Secretary ÐKathy Kellison - 
secretary@sonomabees.org 707-526-0705  
Treasurer Donna Nelson 
treasurer@sonomabees.org 707- 575-9761 
Librarian Ð Michael Johnson 
librarian@sonomabees.org 707-789-0900 
Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez  707- 579-9416 
Serge Labesque  nonprofit@sonomabees.org   707-
996-3149 
Historian ÐJackie Whitford 707-526-1029 
geofwhitford@yahoo.com 
Editor Ettamarie Peterson Ð 
editor@sonomabees.org   765-4582 
Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw 
swarms@sonomabees.org 
Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Spring 
Maxfield 527-5913 
 
Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County 
Beekeepers! Association are held on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7 pm.   The meetings 
cover a wide range of topics of interest to 
beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about 
honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not 
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend 
these meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay 
dues.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

21 West 7th St.                      Santa Rosa
  707-545-0721  
     
                            
 
Now are taking orders for packaged 
bees. 
Larry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and 
Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks 
Display. 
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November Meeting will be at 
the 4-H Foundation Center in 
Rohnert Park at 6:30 PM. 


