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The Montniy Extractq[

Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby
and commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees.

Sunday, May 6™ 10am to 4 pm Santa Rosa JC Day Under the Oaks
Monthly Meeting May 14™ at 7 pm-Held at the new Wine Country Honey Building
2971 Guerneville Rd., Santa Rosa one half mile past Fulton going West. Second right turn driveway past

Abramson Road.

Extraction Night and Frame Assembly. Learn tips and techniques to extract your honey efficiently and also
how to prepare frames. Demonstration will be using the Association!s extractor and hot knife and Wine
Country Honey!s Extractor. Call Sean Straw if you want your honey extracted at the meeting (save $).

From Your President

The next day after our last meeting | went out to the
garden with lots of new plants from our plant sale. It was great!
Thanks to Marilyn Fujiyoshi, Mickey Marshall and others that
brought plants. It is a great way to add to the garden and to the
treasury.

| got some feed back on including the almond growers!
roles in bee research. One was positive and one negative. | am
an optimist and still hope the almond growers will make major
changes in how they grow their crops and how they solve the
pollination problems in a way that benefits honey bees. In my
mind | see a future of cooperation rather than confrontation. |
think CCD is a wake-up call to evaluate all the things wrong in
modern beekeeping and all the things right, as well. We need to
listen and learn from people such as Serge who have spent time
analyzing what makes a healthy colony. We are extremely
fortunate to have Serge in our group and teaching JC classes.

In April while collecting a swarm in Santa Rosa, | met
one of the fellows who had been the newsletter editor and
president of this organization way back when it was a small
Sebastopol group and then grew large enough to move to the
Farm Bureau building. His name is Allan Hardman. He had many
nice memories of his beekeeping days. He mentioned several old
timers | met when 1 first joined. He also told me about going to
queen auctions and watching people buy and sell queens with
impressive pedigrees for over a thousand dollars apiece! | have
never heard of such sales and wonder if they still have them
anywhere. Maybe Kathy Cox and Serge Labesque ought to look
into this way to make money! | know they are both working on
producing good local queens.

A special thank you to Dawn Soiland for bringing her
children Garret and Jewel to share their expertise on beekeeping.
These two 4-H members impressed the audience with their
knowledge and poise. | was extremely proud of them. We would
have had more 4-H members but they were off on their spring
break. We did get to see Kyle Cameron!s, Griffin Carey!s and
Jessie Petersonls beautiful presentation boards on honey
extraction, swarm catching and wax moth problems. Go to
www.liberty4hbees.com to see more of what the young people
are doing with their bee projects.

Donlt forget to go to Santa Rosa J.C. on Sunday, May
6" for Day Under the Oaks. We will be displaying our knowledge
about honey bees. Call Mike Johnson to volunteer.

Ettamanric Ptltaaaﬂ

April 9" Meeting Notes

Since the secretary was out collecting a swarm
and the president and 1°' V.P. were both late | gathered
information about the meeting for all of you who were
not able to come.
2" V.P. Michael Johnson sent in this report:
Last month's SCBA meeting was very well attended.
Estimate of the number of attendees is 50. Many new
people were there for the first time and were all
introduced to the group. The meeting started off with
Mike Johnson fielding questions regarding bees, hive
observations, CCD info and swarm catching. Two of the
Liberty 4H members gave excellent presentations on
hive division and swarm prevention. Both of them were
articulate and were excited to share their projects with
the group. Thank you Ettamarie for educating our youth
about Bees.

Several nice door prizes were given out and
many plants (bee friendly and vegetables) exchanged
hands. The rave reviews continue to pour in regarding
the new location at Wine Country Honey. Sean Straw
made an announcement that we need people to bring
honey to the May meeting to be used for the Mead
Making talk in June. He is hoping that the people who
donated honey will be eligible for a raffle of Mead wine
brought in by the speaker.

| contacted a patient of mine who works for
Hertz Party Rentals in RP, and she will get us 12-24
chairs for a small fee or possibly just donated by Hertz.

April Lance offered this report to help out:

Lots of good questions and answers within the
group. Many new members asked questions, regarding
screened bottom boards, follower boards, the board
under the screen that let's us see what's going on in the
hive without opening it......refreshing! Made the
intermediate beekeepers feel like they actually did know
a few answers after all. And we were thankful for the
experts who chimed in. Beautiful bee plants were sold,
as were special vegetables by Mickey Marshall. The
new meeting location is good but still short of chairs.
Donate or bring a chair if you can. The 4H members




did a fabulous job reviewing bees.... and all the adults were
impressed and learned some facts we did not know. Great
storyboards by some 4-H members were presented, too.

And from our swarm catching secretary we received this:
General meeting, April 9th, was called to order by Vice President
Michael Johnson. Your secretary was out boxing a swarm. A nice
one at that, amongst a large assembly of onlookers as these
bees had come out of a hive established in the walls of a building
of the townhouse complex. It was a delight to see both young
and old help me gather up a few young bees, with their hands
that fell to the ground when | snipped the cluster and a few bees
bounced to the ground. These seem to be very nice bees! The
property owner is looking for some help to permanently remove
the colonies from the structures. There are four colonies. And the
residents say they have
been there for at least 8 years. If you or someone you know
would be interested in working with owner on the removal
of these colonies you would not only get some nice stock to
augment your apiary or that of a friend's but you would prevent a
less desirable outcome for
these nice bees. Please contact me if you would like to help/ or
be put in contact with the property owner.

Kathy Kellison, Secretary

April 16" Board Meeting Minutes

This month's board meeting was hosted at the home of
Donna and Fred Nelson. What a treat! In attendance were all of
our board members, Ettamarie Peterson, Sean Straw, Michael
Johnson, Donna and Fred Nelson and myself. We are hoping
when pollination season lets up our other members at large,
Hector Alvarez and Serge Labesque will be able to join us. The
meeting was called to order at 7:30.

Our club's income tax statement was prepared and
submitted on time thanks to Ettamarie and Donna. Because of
SCBC has now established itself as an official non-profit
organization this was the first year we have had to prepare a tax
return. Thanks to our vice president, Sean, for calling this to our
attention. The club is also grateful to Sean for assembling a
current swarm call list for 2007.

The topic of the general membership meeting in May will
be honey extraction. There will also be opportunities to learn
frame building and other related hive/honey topics in small
interest specific groups. While we are on the subject of honey,
Wine Country Honey is in the process of improving one of their
rooms so that school groups and visitors can see how honey is
extracted. What a wonderful way to help educate the pubic about
bees and their contribution of honey!

Day Under the Oaks is coming soon, May 6th. Western
Farm has been participating in this event for 27 years and allows
us to share their space at the Junior College site for this annual
event. If you have time to lend a hand answering questions at our
booth please contact Michael Johnson, our events chair Vice
President.

There is a lot of concern about the decline of
honeybees. | am researching what articles and recent
investigations have shown about honeybee decline, along with
websites that have links and information on honeybee research
and will write an article for next month's newsletter.

June's general membership meeting will be
dedicated to the making of mead. We could use some
contributions of light honey as requested by the
presenter, Bryon Birch.

Treasurer report submitted by Donna and
accepted.

Opening balance $3,762.18
Total Income $ 535.00
($33 of that was plants)

Total Expenses ($316.27)

(Newsletter & swarm list publishing)

Net Income $ 278.73
Current Balance $4,040.91
SCBA Savings $3.057.59

Meeting adjourned at 9:00.
Minutes respectfully prepared by Kathy Kellison
My May Beekeeping To-Do List

By Serge Labesque©

With May comes the peak of the swarm
season. This is when we can begin to evaluate the
efficacy of our swarm prevention and control measures,
as well as our skill at capturing swarms. At this time of
the year, the bees are really in the mood to raise
queens. By now, the colonies have grown to their
optimum size and are showing their strength. With the
tail end of a lingering spring honey flow, the conditions
are ideal for dividing colonies, forming nucs, and raising
queens. There are only a few weeks left to have new
combs drawn rapidly and properly before the nectar flow
tapers off. This is necessary in order to replace the old
ones that must be routinely discarded. Depending on
the location of the hives, under-supering may still be the
best way to add nectar storage space. In the interior dry
hills, it is a different story altogether, and the stresses
and threats of summer may already begin to influence
our hive management. An immediate danger, when the
pollen and nectar dearth arrives early, can be the bloom
of the California buckeye trees.

For beekeepers, springtime is typically not the
season to look back, since the bulk of the season still
lies ahead. But an experiment, which | have been
running since last fall, is coming to an end. | tried to
winter a few hives as two-queen colonies. | want to
share some of what | am learning through this, even
though the results may be preliminary.

Last fall, instead of combining some of my
hives, | decided to pair them into two-queen colonies.
Fourteen colonies were assembled into seven two-
queeners in four different apiaries. Four of these pairs
spontaneously combined into regular one-queen
colonies before January. This was not a surprise, as
some of these queens were getting very old, and were
not expected to make it through the winter. The four
resulting single-queen colonies came out of winter very
nicely, healthy and strong. To date, they have gathered
a respectable amount of early spring honey. Of course,



the fall combination of these pairs of hives could have possibly
led to the same result. There is no way of knowing this for
certain though. So, nothing was lost in these cases, and maybe
nothing was gained. Still, these hives are nice, strong and very
healthy, which is a positive result.

One of the other three two-queeners was located in the
apiary | maintain in the Petaluma area. Going into winter, it was
a small apiary of six hives. This is also the apiary where |
suffered two of my three winter hive losses. In addition, all the
other single-queen colonies that were at that location came out of
winter rather weak, containing rather sickly looking and miserable
brood nests when March arrived. By early April, they were
combined. The only colony of that apiary that was booming and
making honey was the two-queener. It would not be reasonable
to draw any firm conclusion from such an isolated result, but one
can always wonder. | separated the two brood chambers last
week, as | am preparing to shut down that location.

At another location, in Glen Ellen, a two-queener also
came out very strong. It is behaving as a fairly good and typical
two-queen colony, and is decently loaded with bees, brood and
honey.

But the greatest surprise came from the last of these
two-queen colonies, which | had set up at home. Last fall, the
two hives that formed this pair definitely showed nothing that
would have prepared me for what happened in February and
March. The twined clusters came out of winter in good shape,
and then started to grow at an unbelievable rate. By the end of
March, the colony was nine-foot tall (10! 6” above ground!) and
contained an estimated two-hundred-plus pound of surplus
honey. When the bees are flying, the front of the hive is just like
a swarm. Inspecting this hive is... different, for sure.
Beekeeping is an adventure, isn't it?

Some preliminary conclusions: First, none of the seven
pairs of hives was lost. On the contrary, all of the resulting
colonies, whether they ended up as single-queen or two-queen
colonies, came out of winter in good shape. Overall, the two-
queeners are astounding! If | have learned anything from this
trial about two-queen colonies, it is that they have to be set up
much earlier in the season than | used to do it.

Do | intend to try this again? Definitely, as | have also
learned some technical details about how to prepare for these
hives, and | want to refine these.

In the bee yards:

- Hive inspections and manipulations are similar to those
performed in April:

- Manage brood nests and stores.

- Assess colony health status.

- Reduce stresses on colonies.

- Continue with swarm prevention measures
(reduction of congestion in the brood chambers,
brood nest expansion, forager and brood
equalization, reversing, introduction of frames of
foundation, supering, hive division, etc).

- Hive divisions.
- Queen rearing.
- Nuc formation and evaluation.

- Supering.

- Discard old and misshapen frames.

- Harvesting early spring honey.

- Add clustering space at bottom of hives.

- Enjoy the bees and the blooming plants.

- Anticipate the onset of summer.

- Begin to trap varroa mites with drone brood.
At home:

- Render capping wax.

- Render wax from discarded frames.

- Have swarm-catching equipment ready.
Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment.

Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space
that the business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is
$10, and the 1/2 page ad is $20. Classified ads are
free to members.

Wine Country Honey has an extractor members can use
for $5 a day with this money going to our association.
The two association extractors are housed at Spring
Maxfield!s home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They
also rent for $5 a day.

Member Ad Space

(Free ad space to all dues payers)
Kathy Cox BLOOMFIELD BEES HONEY
Nucs for sale: $125, includes 2-hour class.
707-823-2804
1295 Bloomfield RD
Sebastopol, CA 95472-5506
http://www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com
Scott Nelson:
Classes:
May 5th - 2pm to 4pm - "Hive Inspection" Free if you
purchase a nuc or hive from us. $35.00 if you just want
the class. Call 707-578-0797 for a reservation.
SALE: 5 Frame Nucs, $125. 107 queen, her bees and
brood, with honey and pollen. 5 frame exchange. Price
includes a free class at Wine Country Honey. Deposit of
$60 is required.
For Sale: Whole hives, $250. |07 queen, her bees and
brood, with honey and pollen. Price includes a free class
at Wine Country Honey. Deposit of $125 is required.
Apprenticeship Opportunity. Call to spend a day or a
week apprenticing with Wine Country Honey
beekeepers.
Wine Country Honey, 2971 Guerneville RD, Santa
Rosa, CA 95401. 707-578-0797.
www.winecountryhoney.com

Apimondia 2007 Will Be in Australia
Next September 9" to the 14" will be the world
conference for beekeepers in Melbourne, Australia. For
all the details, go to
http://www.apimondia2007melbourne.com/. There will
be exciting pre- and post- tours too!
If you register by mid-May, you will save some

money.



Kathy Cox Retires from Wine Country Honey

In April Kathy Cox felt that trying to maintain her own
Bloomfield Bees and Bouquets and being a partner in Wine
Country Honey was taking a toll on her health. In order to keep
healthy and still work on her main passion which is rearing quality
queens, she made the decision to sell her share of the Wine
Country Honey business.

This will not change our Association!s arrangement to
use the room Scott Nelson and Kathy have so generously given
us.

We all wish Kathy the best and are pleased she is still
able to raise such fine queens, put together great nucs and give
classes.

| Learned About Beekeeping From This
By Janet Leisen- Thanks for sharing again, Janet!

As a new beekeeper | understand the value of having a
more experienced beekeeper go through your hives with you. So
when one of our new members approached me at a meeting and
asked if | would help her, | gladly volunteered. We picked a warm
and beautiful Friday afternoon to check her hives.

She had three that were started in July. She had been
feeding them all winter and two of them were doing well but one
was weak. We started with the weak one. First we checked all
the trays. There was little debris on the weak hive tray and only a
few foragers. When we opened the hive, there was some brood
but very scattered. Some of the cells were perforated and
sunken, not greasy. Foul brood? | picked up a small stick and
stirred up one cell. The larvae came out of the cell, stringy but not
yellow. No smell. | turned to the owner and said, “This is where
you need an experienced beekeeper!” We spotted the queen.
She was fat and healthy looking but her colony was dying. But
why? We continued on to the other hives. Both of them were
thriving. As we returned to the kitchen, | realized that if it were
foulbrood, I should have changed my gloves. | had worn my nice
leather gloves and had not changed them. | should have started
with the strongest hive and worn rubber gloves. Had | doomed
her other hives? Was it foulbrood?

| went home and sterilized my clothes, tools
and | haven't used my gloves again. The owner called me to say
that Serge thought it might be foulbrood but later he thought no.
Without seeing the brood even he wasnlt sure. | surely hope itls
not!

In the future | will bring rubber gloves, start with
the strongest hive and dispose of the gloves. | think my husband
may be inheriting some fancy gardening gloves with sleeves!

If you want to be part of a national study of the new
Colony Collapse Disorder, fill out the questionnaire at
<http://beealert.blackfoot.net/~beealert/surveys/Beel o
ssSurvey.pdf>

Bee Trivia

The three most important races of honey bees in the
world are Apis mellifera mellifera, Apis mellifera carnica
and Apis mellifera ligustica. All three have been brought
to California but the first was replaced by the other two
for various reasons.

Recipes for May
Short Ribs with Honey Sauce
Recipe by Ettamarie Peterson

2 pounds short ribs (next time | think | will try using
spare ribs just for fun but this time | had short ribs)
Olive oil to coat the bottom of the pot

1 - 60z. can of tomato paste

12 oz. water

1 Tbsp. honey

1 Thsp. Angelo!s Italian barbeque spice (if you donlt
have any of this in your spice cupboard contact Angelo
Ibleto at moregarlic@aol.com because you need some!)
1 onion, cut up in chunks

2 cloves garlic cut thinly

Brown the ribs in the olive oil in a heavy pan. Sprinkle
Angelo!s Italian barbeque spices over the meat. Then
put the onion and garlic in and add can of tomato paste.
Put a tablespoon of honey in the empty tomato paste
can and add warm water to fill the can. Stir well and
pour over the meat. Add another can of water. Stir all
this around, put the lid on and simmer for an hour and a
half. Serves 3 people.

Sesame Seed Cookies

From American Bee Journal Oct. 1981
" C. butter or margarine
# C. sesame seeds
# C. honey
1 egg, beaten
1 tsp. vanilla
1# C. flour
1 tsp. baking powder
" tsp. salt

In a heavy skillet, over low heat, brown sesame
seeds in" C. butter or margarine. Stir constantly to
prevent burning. Cool thoroughly. Cream # C. butter
with honey. Add egg and vanilla and beat well. Add
sesame seeds. Sift together flour, baking powder and
salt; add to mixture. Mix well. Drop by teaspoonfuls on
an ungreased baking sheet. Bake in a 350° F oven until
light browned. If a lighter texture is desired, add # tsp.
baking soda to batter.
Note: if batter is too thin, up to " C. additional flour can
be added. (Originally from Mamals Honey Jar.)
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What!s In Bloom
Rosemary, lavender, roses (bees like the old fashion ones),
apple trees, wild mustard, vetch, California poppies, wild radish,
clover, dandelions, borage. The locust will be finishing its bloom
early in May. (This is known by Europeans as Acacia and is a
great source of nectar.)

Books Reviewed In Sacramento Beekeeper!s
Newsletter

If you're looking for a good bee read this spring, but
don't have time for “The Hive and the Honeybee,” check out the
slim but informative collection of essays by apiculturist Mark
Winston in “From Where | Sit: Essays on Bees, Beekeeping and
Science” . Originally published in the 1990s in Bee Culture
magazine, the essays (by this professor in British Columbia)
thoughtfully explore everything from the natural history of bees to
the politics of bee research, and provide a great introduction to
higher-level beekeeping issues for those of us whose bee
experience is largely confined to our backyards.

Another slim but good read on bees is “The Sacred Bee
in Ancient Times and Folklore” by Hilda Ransome (Dover
Publications, 2004). This is an intensively researched text on the
history of bees and beekeeping from ancient times and all over
the globe. If you wondered where | was getting those interesting
tidbits for our periodic “bee trivia” column, this is it. While it!s
sometimes quite dense given the academic style (lots of
footnotes), it provides great insights into humanity!s long-time
fascination with bees and honey.  -Contributed by Georgianna
Pfost

Honey Bee Genome Sequenced

Published: 10/25/06

WEDNESDAY, Oct. 25 (HealthDay News) -- Scientists have
decoded the genomic structure of the western honey bee, a
finding that will give new insight into how these bees behave and
where they came from.

"Honey bees are the premier pollinators on Earth and play a vital
role in our nation's economy and food supply," study co-author
Gene Robinson, the G. William Arends Professor of Integrative
Biology in the department of entomology at the University of
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, said in a prepared statement.
"Honey bees account for $10 billion to $20 billion of food
produced in America alone, per year."

Honey bees are also valuable to scientists as models for
research organisms, added Robinson, who's director of the
university's Bee Research Facility. "In biology and biomedicine,
honey bees are used to study many diverse areas, including
allergic disease, development, gerontology, neuroscience, social
behavior and venom toxicology," he said. "Because they live in
intricate societies, we can view the traits that honey bees exhibit
through a prism of extreme sociality."

Added study co-author Richard Gibbs, director of the
Human Genome Sequencing Center at Baylor College
of Medicine: "There has been an interest in the honey
bee as a scientific curiosity, because in addition to its
agricultural importance and its role in human health, it
has this elaborate social organization. The structure of
the bee colony is of interest because of what it might tell
us about human behavior."

The report is published in the Oct. 26 issue of Nature. In
addition, a paper in the Oct. 27 issue of Science found
that the regulation of genes in honey bees is more like
the gene regulation of mammals, including humans,
than it is like other insects, such as fruit flies.

Now that the honey bee gene sequence is known, it
may be possible to see how genes evolved to account
for bee behavior, Gibbs said. "We can begin to untangle
the mystery of how these insects develop into this
complex structure," he said. "It turns out that the honey
bee is a little closer to us than other insects that have
been analyzed. That's a surprise.”

For example, honey bees have many more genes
related to smell, compared with fruit flies or mosquitoes,
but far fewer genes related to taste. The large number of
odor receptors accounts for the honey bee's ability to
communicate within the hive and to find food and
communicate the location of food to other bees.

In terms of social behavior, a form of bee social
pressure can cause nurse bees to become foragers in
response to needs of the hive. This shift involves
changes in thousands of genes in the honey bee brain,
the researchers noted.

Knowing the honey bee's genetic code will turn studying
these insects from an art into a science, Gibbs said.
"With the complete code, we can see the complete
ingredients you can use to make a honey bee," he said.
"So now we can see how bees modify and change and
develop the diverse functionality that different members
of the hive have."

Another bee expert, Greg J. Hunt, an associate
professor in the Department of Entomology at Purdue
University, considers the study findings interesting
because they highlight the genetic differences between
honey bees and other insects, like fruit flies.

Hunt also said the changes in honey bee makeup
brought on by the introduction of the African bee
illustrate how genes have remade some basic
characteristics of European honey bees.

Among other findings in the studies are that the honey
bee originated in Africa and spread north to Europe. The
western and northern European subspecies of honey



bee was introduced to North America as early as 1622. In 1956,
the African -- so-called "killer" -- bee was introduced to Brazil in
an attempt to bolster honey production. Descendants of these
African honey bees have since spread north and south, changing
and displacing European honey bees.

In another paper in the same issue of Nature, Cornell University
researchers report finding several pollen grains in the oldest bee
fossil discovered to date. The fossil is 100 million years old and
dates to the early Cretaceous period.

The fossil is of the tiny Melittosphex burmensis bee, which was
only 2.95 millimeters long but had many traits of today's bees.
This fossil suggests these bees may have contributed to the
rapid diversification of flowering plants in the early to mid-
Cretaceous period, the researchers said.

U. S. Dept. of Agriculture Statistics for 2006

Californials honey production at 19.8 million pounds was
34 per cent below 2005. The yield per colony averaged 52
pounds, compared to 75 pounds produced per colony in 2005.
Average price per pound was 98¢, up from 84¢ the year before.
Nation wide honey production in 2006 from producers with five or
more colonies totaled 155 million pounds, down 11 percent from
2005. Prices were up 14 percent.

These numbers are gathered from people who respond
to the government survey sent out each year. | doubt if the
government gets many responses from hobby beekeepers!

STRAW

ITHE THREE. LITTLE PIGS BEEYARD.. |

Ask Your Questions on Our Friendly List

This question was recently asked by a new member of our
sonomabees@yahoogroups.com list:

| caught a swarm about 12 days ago, right in my front yard, no
more than 50 ft. from my hive. Put it on a deep box, and they
moved right in. So far, so good. | didn't have any follower boards,
but | thought I'd get/make some relatively soon. Hah! Other
things came up, days passed, and when | opened the hive
today, the industrious bees had entirely filled the empty space -
more than 2" wide - with beautiful comb - brood, pollen, honey,
the works. Unfortunately, the works was hung from the inner
cover, and tore loose as | raised it. | placed the comb on a
cookie sheet, but the carnage was great. | don't suppose that
bees coated in honey have much of a chance, do they? I've left it
in front of the hive, hoping that the rest of the colony will make
good use of it. Rescued some honeycomb for me, but it sure is
an inelegant way to get it.
More to the point, there's a real possibility that the queen was
somewhere in the mess. What to do? Wait a few days, go back

into the hive, and see if there's new brood? Pre-
emptively re-queen the hive? Do nothing, and, what? If
there's some brood left, will the remaining workers
create a new queen?

| suppose wild colonies recover from the depredations
of a marauding bear...or not.

Your comments/suggestions appreciated...

Cliff

Another member was kind enough to share this wisdom:
| had this same thing happen when | caught a swarm a
couple of weeks ago. In 3 days they made lots of comb
hanging from the roof of the swarm box. Here's what
Serge told me afterwards: put foundation frames in
swarm box when you pick up the swarm to prevent this;
and if it does happen, put the new comb (that was
hanging from the cover) in empty frames with a couple
of rubber bands around them and the bees will do the
rest. He also said you can leave the swarm in the swarm
box for quite a while, but after a while they will start to
chew through the cardboard.

Hope that's helpful for next time! Also, for
everyone's info, I'm not of the swarm list because I'm
not always available, but | could do easy swarms in
Glen Ellen, Kenwood, El Verano (Sonoma Valley)
sometimes, you can try calling me at 694-6448 and I'll
pass it along if | can't go.

Ann Akers

Editor’s Note: If you haven!t used our yahoo list yet, give
it a try. We are a very helpful bunch. Sometimes you will
get a variety of answers but then you can choose what
answer you can live with.

Colony Collapse Disorder
By Ettamarie Peterson

Many people know | keep bees so they ask me
what | think about the newest threat to the honey bee
world, Colony Collapse Disorder. They also ask me if |
lost a lot of my colonies. | try to be very honest with all
these well-meaning questioners. First of all | tell them |
did loose a few colonies that went into the winter weak.
They were swarms | caught and they never really got
big enough. I didn't go into all that stuff about what |
could have done such as combine colonies, etc. | also
didn't tell them that two of my colonies got foul brood
and had to be burned.

What | did tell people is that there were a
number of factors | thought contributed to the problem.
These problems were lack of good food stores going
into the winter, poor quality of high fructose corn syrup
used by some big beekeepers, heavy mite infestations,
viruses the scientist say are brought into the hives by
the mites and over all stresses by some of the migratory
beekeepers. | summed it up by saying | thought it was
“the perfect storm.” | did say | wonder if the corn syrup
fed to some bees wasn!t bad for them because of
genetically modified corn. | did not blame cell phones or
as | read yesterday, God punishing us for our sins.
Those theories to me are way over the top in credibility!



SCBA Executive Board 2007

Pres. Ettamarie Peterson
president@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582
Past Pres. Kathy Cox
pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-823-2804

Vice Pres. - Sean Straw ALLEGRA
vicepresident@sonomabees.org PRINT & IMAGING
1-415-342-2833 For all your printing needs:
2" Vice President — Michael Johnson 707-789—0900

vp2@sonomabees.org Specializing in:
Secretary —Kathy Kellison - Business Cards
secretary@sonomabees.org 707-526-0705 Labels

Treasurer Donna Nelson

treasurer@sonomabees.org 707- 575-9761 & Slalloncry

Librarian — Michael Johnson Call 707 575-9334
librarian@sonomabees.org 707-789-0900 E-mail allegrasr@aol.com
Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez 707- 579-9416

Serge Labesque nonprofit@sonomabees.org 707-

996-3149

Historian —Jackie Whitford 707-526-1029
geofwhitford@yahoo.com

Editor Ettamarie Peterson —
editor@sonomabees.org 765-4582

Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw
swarms@sonomabees.org

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Spring
Maxfield 527-5913

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES

. Taxes - Consulting - Financial Reporting
Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County —
Beekeepers! Association are held on the second

By Appointment

Monday of each month, at 7 pm. The meetings (707) 829-4800

cover a wide range of topics of interest to Frank Bardella, EA (800) 758-0599

beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about honey Barbara Bardella, EA ;Q;( 51(137)”85‘3‘2865
. . . . iente ve.

bees is cordially invited to attend. You do not need Eolied to practice betore Sebastopol, CA 95472

to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend these the Internal Revenue Service

meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay dues. Emalt: bardella@bardellarcom

http://www.bardella.com

21 West 7" St. Santa Rosa
707-545-0721

Western Farm Suppyy,

Now are taking orders for packaged
bees.
Larry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and

Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks
Display.
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Meetings are normally held 7 p.m. the second
Monday of each month at Wine Country Honey

2971 Guerneville Rd in Santa Rosa, CA.

Please bring light honey to
contribute to the mead maker.
Let Sean Straw know if you can
do that.

Call Mike Johnson if you want
fo volunteer for Day Under the
Oaks, Sunday, May 6th




