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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

President's Message
Dear Fellow SCBA Beekeepers,
I hope that this message finds you safe and
well. It’s hard to believe that our summer is almost
over. For me, much of it has gotten lost in the challenges and concerns of Covid and now the fires.
We truly are in unprecedented and difficult
times and I realize that many of you, your family or
your friends may be in precarious situations with the
fires, having been evacuated or experienced loss. My
heart goes out to you and our beekeeping community.
As we are preparing to help our bees go into
winter, we are recognizing that some hives are struggling with high mite loads, queen loss, lack of food
stores and the onset of the dearth. With great hopes
that our bees make it through the winter, you won’t
want to miss this month’s September Zoom general
meeting with Gloria DeGrandi-Huffman. She will be
presenting over-wintering your hive, her research on
fall Varroa mite and cold storage for bees.
At a time when we all need community and
human connection, we continue to do our best with
Zoom meetings, cluster meetings, and some shared
hive checks with one another following Covid precautions. Our board is starting to
plan ahead for next year.
Hang in there fellow
SCBA members. Stay in touch
and reach out to one another
and if you need assistance,
we are here to help you in any
way we can.

Monthly Meeting: September 14th
SCBA Zoom General Meeting September 14th
Speaker: Gloria DeGrandi-Huffman
Topic: Overwintering hives and ongoing research regarding fall Varroa mites and cold storage for hives.
Sign on: 6:30     Presentation: 7:00-8:30pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95857664292
Meeting ID: 958 5766 4292
Gloria DeGrandi-Huffman will be talking about
things to consider when preparing overwintering colonies. While this may overlap some with the August
presentation, she will be including her latest research
on fall Varroa mite population dynamics and control their
affects on overwintering. She will also discuss why the
studies she has done over the last few years have led
her to conducting research on overwintering colonies in
cold storage.

May you bee well and stay safe.

Ann Jereb

2020 SCBA President
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This Month's Speaker
At our monthly Zoom Meeting on September
14th, we'll hear from Dr. DeGrandi-Huffman.
Dr. DeGrandi-Huffman received her BS in
Biology and MS in Entomology at Penn State University. She received her PhD from Michigan State
University. She joined the scientific staff at the Carl
Hayden Bee Research Center in 1985 and became
Research Leader in 2003. Her current research
areas in addition to cold storage are honeybee nutrition, Varroa mite management, and climate change
effects on honeybee colonies. She currently serves
as research leader and location coordinator, Carl
Hayden Bee Research Center, USDA-ARS, Tucson,
AZ.

REGIONAL CLUSTER NEWS
Cluster Activities 2020
We are all being tested by the many changes that
Covid-19 has brought on us -- from distance hive-checking
and Zoom meetings to, of course, dealing with the disease
itself. Similarly, our bees are challenged by our current hot
and smoky environment as they must prepare their hives
for winter.
Cluster-based activities continue to be mostly
ZOOM related.  We are very fortunate to have so many experienced beekeepers who are willing to share their knowledge and time to educate others who are on their learning
path.  We welcome your energy, knowledge and experiences should you care to participate in creating a video of
a live hive dive.  Please reach out to regionalcoordinator@
sonomabees.org if you would like to volunteer either your
hive as the “stage set” or participate in the video.  
We look forward to the coming months, wrapping
up the Summer season and readying our hives for Winter.
We hope your hive(s) will have a little honey to share with
YOU!

Rorie Sweeney

Regional Cluster Coordinator

Honey Extractor Rental
One of the benefits of SCBA membership is access
to our honey extractors.  We currently have a honey
extractor for each cluster as well as one fruit press
shared across all regions.  Members can find the
terms of this rental, as well as the necessary contact
information, in the "SCBA Members-Only Info" section of the website.  To see this section you will need
to be logged in.  Happy spinning and crushing!
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Bee Share Summary for 2020
Almost everyone on a cluster-specific Need Bees
list received a swarm.  The exception was West Cluster
where the number of reported swarms was 54, lower than
the 57 in 2019 and 79 in 2018.
As noted in the table above, about half of the members that caught swarms shared them with others.  About
a quarter of the caught swarms were explicitly shared
through Bee Share.  There are more ways than just swarm
sharing to satisfy a need bees request on the Bee Share
list.  For example, members that split hives and share them
with others is one way that Bee Share requests are met.
Another example is a member that had colonies
move into 2 vacant hives and kept the 2 colonies, satisfying
that request.  Similarly, members whose hive swarmed and
had also requested bees were able to catch that swarm
and satisfy their bee share request (possibly with help to
catch the swarm).  This happened multiple times and the
swarm destination is recorded as ‘Hived in my apiary’ rather
than shared since that is the member’s perspective.
Splits - As of August 23 a total of 12 splits were
reported throughout Sonoma County.  That compares to
34 through the same date last year.  If you have splits to
report, please do so at the Member Split & Swarm Report
page (see below).
SPLIT and SWARM REPORTING REMINDER
It’s not too late to report a split or swarm that you
intended to report but never quite go around to it!  In response to requests for online reporting you can now report
your splits and swarms via your laptop, tablet or phone at
this member only Member Swarm Report page. Clicking
on the link will prompt you to sign-in to the website to file
your report. If you aren’t able to access the web site to file
a report, then please email your cluster coordinator or bee
share coordinator and they can send you instructions for
reporting via email.
For those that do use the web site to file a report,
the top of the Member Swarm Report page also has links
to the latest table of swarms by city and the latest plot of
swarms by week. You can also find links to those pages
under the SCBA MEMBERS-ONLY INFO menu.
The Member Swarm Report page also has contact
information for your cluster Bee Share coordinators.  If you
have a swarm or split to share, please reach out to your
cluster’s bee share coordinator.  Thanks for supporting the
Bee Share program by reporting your splits and swarms
and through your generous sharing of those extra splits and
swarms that you make available!

Bee Share Thank Yous for 2020
The Bee Share team would like to extend our
thanks to everyone who reported their swarms this year
- we really appreciate the full participation of our membership!  We also want to thank all the members who shared
their splits and swarms with other members. Without your
generosity a number of members would not have bees and
the sense of community fostered through the clusters would
be diminished. Finally, thanks to the cluster coordinators
who helped facilitate sharing by mentoring new beekeepers
when possible during these COVID-19 times.

The Bee Share Team
TIPS FOR MAKING BEEKEEPING EASIER
Mint Mist Helps Hives Merge
By Ettamarie Peterson

Some of you may be thinking of combining small
colonies in preparation for winter. There are different ways
to combine them. One method I have used successfully
many times is quite simple. I make up a batch of 50-50 sugar water, but the water is actually mint tea. I take a bunch
of mint from the garden and boil the leaves for a couple of
minutes in the microwave. Then I put this mint tea/sugar
in a spray bottle and set it to the misting point. I mist both
colonies with the sugar water and combine them. They
make friends while licking off the mint tea/sugar. Generally, I make one colony queenless for a day or two before. I
recently did this and was able to give away one queen to
another beekeeper who needed her.
Do you have any handy tips? Send them to me to
include in future newsletter. ettamarie@petersonsfarm.com

Autumn Joy
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Cosmos

Late August 2020
Bee Sharing Program Update
June 2020 saw a trickle of swarms with a total of 15 reported, followed by 10 in July and for the month of August
(through our deadline of the 23rd) 1 swarm was reported.
You can find the latest histogram of swarms by week at this
link. A table of swarm counts by city is available at this link.
Late July is effectively the close of the 2020 swarm
season.  We can say that 2020 was a banner year for reported swarms, with 429 (so far) compared to 244 for 2019
and 243 for 2018. Thank you for all of the swarm reporting you did this swarm season!  It’s interesting to ponder
whether the tremendous increase in reported swarms was
due to greater swarm reporting participation across the
membership, more swarms observed due to COVID-19
stay at home orders or a bit of both. Let’s take a look at a
few tables based on information you reported this season
through 23 August 2020.
Swarm Source - We see that swarms were caught in a
swarm trap about 20% of the time. The remaining 80%
were found without a trap.  So, having a swarm trap increases your chances of catching a swarm.  We typically
hold swarm trap workshops during February, so keep an
eye out for that invitation early next year.
Swarm Source

Count

Percent

Swarm: Found without swarm trap

343

79.95%

Swarm: Caught in
swarm trap

86

20.05%

Total:

429

100.00%

Count

Percent

Got Away:

27

6.29%

Hived in my apiary:

189

44.06%

Shared with Bee Share team
(Need Bees list):

99

23.08%

Shared with an SCBA member:

51

11.89%

Shared with someone else:

27

6.29%

Other:

36

8.39%

Total:

429

100.00%
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Who Called About
the Swarm

Count

Percent

Public Swarm List:

110

25.64%

I saw the swarm firsthand:

138

32.17%

A friend/acquaintance/
neighbor:

78

18.18%

Another SCBA member on the Public
Swarm List:

25

5.83%

Other:

78

18.18%

Total:

429

100.00%

Swarms by Cluster - As you might expect, the swarms
in Sonoma county were not evenly distributed across our
clusters.  This table lists the swarm count by cluster.  The
Count column includes swarms that Got Away.  For example, of the 54 swarms reported in West Cluster, 8 got away.
Swarms by Cluster

Swarm Destination - About 6% of swarms got away, that
is, they never landed in a catchable spot. Swarm catchers
kept 44% of the swarms and 49% were shared with others.  For our purposes here, a swarm catcher is anyone
that caught (or was adopted by) a swarm.  For example, a
person in West Cluster “caught” swarms that moved into 2
vacant hives.
Swarm Destination

Who called about the swarm - The largest source of
swarms was first-hand observation at about one-third  The
next highest was the SCBA Public Swarm List at about
25%.  Friends and neighbors referred about 18%.

Count

Percent

Got
Away

Central Cluster (Cotati, Rohnert Park,
Santa Rosa)

157

36.60%

7

North Cluster (Cloverdale, Geyserville, Healdsburg,
Windsor)

57

13.29%

1

South Cluster (Novato, Penngrove,
Petaluma)

126

29.37%

7

East Cluster (Glen
Ellen, Kenwood,
Oakmont, Sonoma)

35

8.16%

4

West Cluster
(Bodega, Bodega
Bay, Cazadero,
Forestville, Freestone, Graton,
Guerneville, Occidental, Sebastopol,
Timber Cove)

54

12.59%

8

Total

429

100.00%

27
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Please note the following column is a reprint from 2019. While reading it, keep in mind that there will be differences in
weather from year to year.

My September
Beekeeping To-Do List by Serge Labesque
© 2019

Any treatments or feeding? Nope!
My beekeeping to-do lists do not mention doing
feedings or treatments for pests or diseases. The reason
is simple: I do not use these methods with bees. Although
I used to do these things many years ago when I started in
beekeeping, I now consider that they are ill-advised ways of
keeping bees.
Conventional beekeeping, which includes the use
of treatments, feedings and all sorts of gimmicks to control
the life of bees, is widely promoted by most of the practitioners and even by many scientists. So much so that new
beekeepers cannot challenge and shake off the flawed
rationale of their instructors. It’s difficult to think differently,
isn’t it? They are even led to believe that beekeepers who
follow alternative methods are the culprits that cause colony losses.
However, it can be powerfully argued that it is the
conventional beekeeping mentality and procedures that
are perpetuating and even aggravating the dire condition of
the bees. How so? Simply because conventional practices
interfere with the process of natural selection. Since the
bees are not domesticated animals, their lives should be
governed by nature, not by the whims of humans who often
have shortsighted, greed-driven objectives. Natural selection ensures that inherently strong elements of the species
replace weak or failing hives. Conventional beekeepers, on
the contrary, indiscriminately pamper all their colonies with
treatments and feedings. The fact is that not only do they
fail; as their dismal colony losses show year after year, but
the crutches they use to keep their bees alive allow genetically inept colonies to disseminate their deficient genes
throughout the surrounding populations. And because this
is done by the vast majority of beekeepers, the strength of
nearly the entire bee species is being eroded.
Things may be changing though. But, is the evolution of the mindset happening fast enough to save the
bees? I doubt it. Several beekeeping magazines land in my
mailbox every month. I scan them to stay abreast of what is
going on in the bee world. With rare exceptions, the articles
are depressing reads, boring reiterations of the thoughtless conventional ways. Page after page, they glorify the
exploitation of honey bees and they teach how to more
effectively draw products, services or revenue from the
hives. They appeal to those who love this exploitive form of
beekeeping and evidently confuse it with loving the bees.
Inevitably, the articles publicize treatments of one sort or
another and strongly recommend feeding the colonies.
Alternate ways of taking care of colonies and of the species
are extremely rare, if not painfully absent from these publications.
And let’s not delude ourselves: When it comes to
bee stewardship, organic and biodynamic ways of beeSonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020

keeping are based on the same conventional honey-hunter
mentality. Their defining sets of rules may impose a few
constraints for the beekeepers in order to obtain a label,
but they produce only superficial differences between these
systems. After all, the goals of the biodynamic and organic
beekeepers are to acquire good conscience, to appeal to
their more demanding customer bases, and to fetch higher
prices for the products of their hives. Unfortunately for
the bees, these methods still interfere with the process of
natural selection and do very little to alleviate their present
condition.
Bees that live in trees do not have beekeepers to
support them. They must have in themselves what they
need to survive. Either they thrive, or else their nests become available to stronger colonies. That is the way bees
live in my apiaries. I do not neglect my hives though. But I
consider that treatments and feedings are not acceptable
ways and means of taking care of them.
September in the apiaries
Much of the colonies’ success in reaching next
spring will depend on tasks executed by the bees around
the fall equinox. After a brief increase in brood production
at the end of summer, the queens will reduce their egg
production while hive bees rearrange their stores. Finally,
the long-lasting winter bees will be raised inside brood
chambers that will have been substantially, yet methodically
reconfigured. The survival of the winter clusters and the
future development of the colonies in mid-winter depend on
this shuffling work.
During this vitally important process, the bees
fill the upper part of the brood chambers with nectar and
uncapped honey they relocate from distant combs. As this
happens, the brood nests are driven downward on the
combs, into parts of the hives where stores have been
deposited during the past weeks. The contents of the brood
nests, brood and stores, are mixed and become more and
more compact. The honey-bound conditions that result are
desirable, because they lead the queens to reduce their
egg-laying. Altogether, this gradual closure of the brood
nests will save the winter bees from having to perform
brood-rearing duties too early in their lives, and it can end
with a beneficial period of broodlessness in late fall.
With the exception of the queens, the early-fall
adult bees will not be part of the winter cluster. Their short
and intensely busy lives are committed to helping their colonies by preparing their nests and by nurturing the winter
bees.
Although the beekeeper may be tempted to alleviate the congestion of the brood nests, doing so in the
fall could hurt the bees by causing an increase in brood
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production at a time when the opposite would be normal.
It is good to keep in mind that hive space management at
this time of year is very different from what is usually done
earlier: Instead of augmenting the volume of the hives, we
need to reduce it. Every opportunity we have to remove
unused combs, frames or supers is taken. This can be
accomplished by harvesting a little surplus honey, or by
eliminating old and misshapen combs, for example. The
balance of the surplus honey will be removed in mid-fall,
when the needs of the individual colonies can be accurately
assessed. The capping of small patches of honey that the
bees have left untouched in the supers may be scratched
or depressed slightly. The bees will then relocate this exposed honey and the emptied combs will be removed a few
days later.
Around Labor Day, the hives are inspected to assess the condition of the colonies. The quantity and organization of their stores, their health and their queens are
key factors. Should it be necessary to requeen or combine
hives that visibly cannot make it through the winter, this
has to be executed without delay, as the window of time to
implement this sort of decision is closing rapidly. However,
these measures are exceptional. I prefer giving bees a
chance instead of “taking the winter losses in the fall”, as
is often recommended. To do this, I adjust the volume of
the hives to match the strength of the colonies they hold,
keeping their contents snug and well proportioned. Small
fall colonies are therefore overwintered like nucs. The double-deep brood chamber configuration seems to be doing
wonders in this approach, and the colonies bounce back
out of winter remarkably well.
Harvesting some honey is a good way to help
balance the contents of excessively stocked hives. Still, it is
safer not to withdraw too much, too early. It will be easier to
evaluate what is really surplus honey in mid-fall, when the
hives are being buttoned up for winter. The key indicator
will be the size of the brood nests.
As the varroa mite populations reach their maximum for the year, the signs of infestation may become
more evident now than they were earlier in the summer.
These observations are added to the results of the tests
that were performed during the summer to assess the
resistance of the colonies to the pest. Unfortunately, other
health problems may occasionally occur. Removing all the
contaminated combs while shrinking the volume of the
affected hives should not be delayed at all.
The hive entrances are kept just large enough not
to hinder the work of the foragers while remaining defensible against robber bees and yellow jackets, which can present a real danger in the fall.
The colonies have maintained rather large drone
populations late into the summer this year. Certainly, they
will be eliminated in early fall.
Late-season swarms are frequently absconding
swarms that flee untenable or unhealthy hive conditions.
They may carry pests and pathogens. When they come
my way, I give them a nest and wish them well, but I do not
combine them with other colonies. If they had moved into
a tree hollow, they would also have had to fend for themselves.
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020

Bees that are well adapted to their local conditions
respond to the clues of the season and spontaneously prepare their nests for winter. Although the preparation of the
hives for winter is a task that is primarily done by the bees,
the beekeeper, too, can have a determining influence on
the outcome by managing the volume of the hives. Good
results come from respecting the work of the bees.
In summary, this month:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Assess the colonies, their health, queens, brood nests and
stores.
Monitor the progress of the colonies in their preparations
for fall and winter.
Requeen or combine hives that are not performing satisfactorily and those that have failed or failing queens. Only
healthy hives should be combined.
Reduce the unused volume of the hives (Follower boards
greatly facilitate this.)
Manage frames in preparation for fall culling of the old and
misshapen ones.
Beware of yellowjackets and of the risks of robbing.  If
necessary, reduce the entrances of developing colonies
and of those that are under attack. Make sure the hives
have no secondary entrances.
Avoid hive manipulations that can trigger robbing.
Keep sources of water provisioned.
Provide some afternoon shade, if possible.
Ensure that hives are adequately and safely ventilated.
Harvest, extract and bottle surplus honey, if there is any,
and in moderation.
Return wet frames and wax to the bees for cleaning by
placing them inside hive top feeders or above inner covers. This is more safely done during the evening.
Render wax.
Beware of the fire danger when using the smoker in dry
grass areas.
Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment.

Serge Labesque
© 2019

Bee Plants for September
By Alice Ford-Sala

Chionodoxa Glory of the Snow
Family: Asparagaceae
This is a charming, easy-to-grow bulb that takes
well to naturalizing. Bees enjoy the early nectar and pollen
source; they will even bloom when there is snow on the
ground.
Chionodoxa is native to Turkey and the eastern
Mediterranean, as are many commonly cultivated bulbs
such as tulips and crocus.  The climate is quite similar to
Northern California; with cool to cold winters and warm dry
summers.
Plant the small (2 inches diameter) bulbs in full to
partial sun, in good soil that drains well. You can plant them
in drifts in a lawn or woodland garden, in a rock garden, a
border, perhaps planted with other bulbs such as muscari,
or anemone blanda. The height of the stem and flower is 5
to 8 inches they are good for the front of a bed or border.
There are multiple flowers per stem.
They are not native to California; so, don’t plant
them in wild lands or in an area where you don’t want them
to slowly spread.
Late summer through fall is the best time to plant,
up to 9 bulbs per square foot of garden area. Plant 4 inches
deep.
They are deer and rodent resistant.
C. forbesii: 5-8 inches tall sky blue with white centers that
are likely nectar guides. Can have up to 12 flowers per
stem. Blue Giant and Pink Giant have larger flowers, up
to 8 flowers per stem.
C. luciliae, aka C. gigantea: 8 inches tall, lavender
blooms. Alba has white flowers; Violet Beauty is striking
with its contrasting white centers.
C. sarndensis: 5 inches tall, glowing bright blue, they look
like stars in a twilight sky.

Alice Ford-Sala
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Chionodoxa Glory of the Snow

GARDENING FOR BEES
SEPTEMBER UPDATE

LAVENDER PROPAGATION
Text & photos by G4B Group Coordinator
Maryle Brauer

by Kitty Baker

Editor’s Note: We decided to give the Gardening for Bees
article a lot of space this month because the group has
not been able to meet due to Covid-19, so think of this as
a replacement for their wonderful workshops. I would also
like you to know that this group was featured in the August 2020 edition of Bee Culture, page 90, making SCBA
once again an inspiration for other associations around the
world! (I am the proud author!)
It was another banner Pop-Up sale! G4B Group Treasurer
Stevie Lazo reports our August Pop-Up sale results: "We
took in $1,344 over the weekend. Just $117 shy of June's
all-time high of $1,461.”
G4B Group Coordinator Maryle Brauer applauds
the teamwork that went into the sale. “We're all part of this
effort to make the Pop-Ups happen successfully. Sibyl Bugarin put so much time in the greenhouse, plus her home
nursery, and preparing plants for the sale. Her energy,
creativity, and knowledge are priceless. Thanks also to
the greenhouse crew, home nurseries, propagators, plant
inventory tracking team, set-up crew, transportation helpers, label and info stake makers, sign-makers, social media
posters, money managers, and of course our sale host
Laurie Smith. Also meeting minutes-taker Kim Bergstrom
for keeping us all on track in our goal to get more forage
plants in the ground for our favorite pollinators.”

Future Pop-Up Plant Sales – Uncertain
Due to unpredictable circumstances caused by
area fires, G4B is unsure whether plant sales will go
forward in September. We will do our best to forge ahead
and will keep you updated via Wild Apricot news blast and
social media when we are able to schedule our next plant
sale. Thanks for your patronage and patience.

Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association © 2020

Do you love lavender and want a big patch to feed
bees in the summer?  If, like me, you’re addicted to the
sound and sight of honeybees intoxicated as they forage on
lavender, the answer is “YES!” If you crave the smell of drying lavender flowers on the warm air for weeks more, the
answer is “YES!” Of course, the dried flowers have many
uses, but the dried stalks are also great wicking material in
the top of my hives, and the leftover stalks are my favorite
smoker fuel.   
When you have a large bed of lavender, it’s preferable to have the same ‘clone’ throughout the bed for a
consistent look. There are so many variations of lavender
grown that two or more ‘Grosso’ or ‘Provence’ lavenders
purchased at different times from different growers could
have distinctly different growing habits, different flower
colors, or even different colored and shaped leaves. When
you’re trying to replace a lavender plant that has died off or
create a new big patch for bees, propagation from cuttings
is a good choice. I have some tips for you – these methods
have worked for me and others in the South Cluster group!
Start with a reservoir of patience.  Lavender cuttings can take several months to get to the one-gallon size,
which is optimal for planting.
Take a look at the supply list shown at the end of
this article and prepare your materials ahead of time. Before you begin, make sure your tools are sterilized and other items are clean. A good option is using spray alcohol on
tools before and between each cut on plant materials. We
recommend wearing gloves when handling the commercial
rooting hormones, and also to avoid inhaling rooting powder or perlite dust.
CUTTINGS
First, prepare your cuttings of lavender (this method also works for rosemary). Look for new growth on the
parent plant, usually from lower 1/3 of the plant. You can
cut off spent lavender flower stems 1-2 weeks earlier to
encourage new growth (keep the stalks to dry), and water
deeply the day before taking cuttings if possible.  Using
sharp pruners, snippers or plant scissors, you want a 4-6
inch cutting from a leading tip of a shoot (apex), and it
should not have any apparent flowers or flower buds. (If
flower buds appear in the coming weeks, snip them off the
new plant that starts forming from the cutting.) Remember
to wipe your cutting tools with alcohol before and after each
cut. Also, be sure to use fresh growth from a healthy parent
plant. Ideal times of year to take cuttings are in April or
September. Wrap your cuttings in damp paper towels, then
recycled plastic bags or dry newspaper secured lightly with
rubber bands, so they stay fresh and hydrated while you
work. (See Photo 1 – All attached photos show the classic
French hybrid, Lavendula ‘Grosso”.)
After you choose and ready your planting medium
(described below), remove the leaves from lower half of the
cutting with a sharp knife, pruning scissors, or fingernails.
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Cut the bottom of the stem right below a leaf node (Photo
2).  You can slightly scrape off a sliver of the outer “bark”
or skin of the cutting, a technique called wounding, which
exposes the cells most likely to stimulate rooting. You want
one or two leaf nodes left on the lower section of the cutting
to be covered by your planting mixture. You’ll leave only a
few leaves at tip of the cutting which, when planted, will be
about 2 – 2 ½ inches above the soil level (Photo 3).
Next, apply some form of root stimulating material,
which will also inhibit bacteria and fungus, two of the main
challenges to cuttings “taking” successfully. For the most
natural approach, raw honey can be used since it contains
sugar to stimulate root development and medicinal substances that are both antibacterial and antifungal. Fill a
recycled carton lid to hold either a few tablespoons of raw
honey, commercial rooting powder or rooting liquid. You
can dip the lower leaf nodes of your cutting into the honey
or powder or use a small brush to apply rooting liquid. After
applying a rooting stimulant, use a pencil or chopstick to
pre-open a hole in the planting medium – gently insert your
cutting and carefully press with your fingers to close up the
extra space around the cutting.
PLANTING MEDIUM OPTIONS
1. Organic Jiffy peat pods ordered online or from a local
hardware store: 1.5 to 1.75 inch in diameter. Use boiling water poured over the dry pods to inflate them; this
will kill any insect eggs, such as white fly, that might be
harbored in the pods. Allow the pods to cool. Each pod
is used for one cutting. Pods are an inexpensive method for a large number of cuttings. Later when you’re
ready to move cuttings into a 4-inch pot, gently remove
the silk wrapping on the pod before potting it up.
2. Use a small pot, such as a 3- and 4-inch pot, filled with
a good potting soil that contains nutrients and moisture
managing material such as perlite. The SCBA gardening group and various growers have had good luck with
Happy Frog potting soil in the brown bag available at
Harmony Farm Supply or Friedman’s Hardware.
3. A mix of horticultural perlite and peat or potting soil in a
6-inch pot -- the green ones used for indoor plants work
well -- used for multiple cuttings along the perimeter.
When you open the perlite bag, pour some water in top
to reduce dust that you breathe in. Mix 1-part perlite
with 1-part peat moss or a good soil. Use a milk jug
“faux greenhouse” over the 6-inch pot to retain moisture. Roots will develop in 3-4 weeks, after which gently
remove the surviving cuttings from the loose rooting
medium with a spoon or fork and plant in a good potting
soil in a 4-inch pot. This method allows you to propagate with less space.
HOW TO CARE FOR CUTTINGS IN PODS OR POTS:
After inserting your cuttings into your chosen planting medium, leave them outdoors in a relatively cool spot
with bright, indirect or speckled light and a little protection
from wind. They should be watered lightly several times a
week from the bottom using saucer or tray to keep the soil
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or peat pods lightly moist, not wet. Do not water the cuttings from the top which can move the cutting around too
much and disturb root growth. Do not let the pots or pods
sit in standing water. Lightly mist the cuttings a few times
a day with a water spray bottle, more often in dry weather.
At this point, misting is the only way the leaves and cutting
stems are able to absorb needed moisture because there’s
no root system.
I sometimes use an upside-down plastic tote bottom over a tray full of lavender cuttings (or other types of
cuttings), to create a moist greenhouse effect in the early
weeks of my new plants developing roots. Keep an eye on
the cuttings and remove the plastic tote bottom or milk jug,
depending on weather conditions. While helpful in the beginning, the plastic covering can become harmful if it gets
too warm or too moist underneath.  As the new plants start
to grow new leaves, gradually move them into positions
where they’ll receive more sunlight.
You will most likely lose a few cuttings in the process.  I tend to lose around 25%, so start with more than
you want to have at the end.
DON’T TUG AT THE TOP OF THE CUTTING TO
SEE IF IT’S ROOTED, LOL! It has started to form roots
when you can see some new growth starting from the top
of the original cutting. You’ll have to use your judgment
about when to move the cuttings up to a bigger pot. (Photos 4, 5 & 6 show the progression I went through from
October 2019 to early July 2020.)
IN-GROUND MOUNDING OR LAYERING METHOD
Clear soil around area where healthy, low-growing
shoots or long stems from a parent plant will be laid down
and covered with a mix of about 1/3 horticultural sand and
2/3 good soil. Strip leaves from the lower 12 - 20 inches of
the lavender stem, starting about 4 inches below the top
leaves. Lay the stems on the ground and mound up soil
over them, with about the top 4 inches left above ground
(Photo 7). The mother plant is left living in the ground with
the long stems still attached to the original plant, still providing nutrition and water to the stem tips. Scratch the bark off
the shoot at around the point where it bends upward and
leave some stripped leaf nodes remaining underground.
Pin the shoot down with small U-shaped irrigation stakes.
Water the mound; keep the sand/soil mound moist over
time.  The portion left above ground should continue to
grow (Photo 8). Roots should start forming in 4-8 weeks
(Photo 9). Do mounding in spring and sever new plants
from the parent in autumn (Photo 10). Plants can be lifted
out and potted to be kept over the winter, and then placed
in the ground the following spring or sooner as the plant
develops and weather permits (Photo 11).
In layering, the method is essentially the same, but
you dig a small trench for each stem and lay the stem in its
own trench under the existing soil level.
This in-ground method will also work for rosemary,
salvias, and eriogonum fasciculatum, California buckwheat.
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GIVE LAVENDER PROPAGATION A TRY FOR FUN -CUTTINGS OR MOUNDING -- such satisfaction when it
works!
As a side note, I’ve propagated other plants using
4-inch pots, potting soil, commercial root hormones and
cuttings prepared the same way as lavender, but perhaps
slightly longer in length.  I have successfully propagated
figs, fuchsia, salvias, and scented geraniums from cuttings,
to name some.
This article is based on many years of experience
as a home gardener and lots of research; I don’t have formal nursery or plant training, but welcome your questions
and feedback:
gardening@sonomabees.org – MDB

MATERIALS NEEDED
(depending on method chosen above)

•
•
•
•

Planting medium options:
• Organic Jiffy peat pods
• Potting soil (Happy Frog Brown bag is a good choice)
• Perlite and peat moss or soil mix
• Mix of horticultural sand and good potting soil in
1/3:2/3 ratio for mounding method
• 3- or 4- or 6-inch pots, if using potting soil or perlite
mix
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
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4- to 6-inch cuttings of lavender and rosemary with
new-growth tip
Newspaper, cardboard, old plastic to make a working
surface
Alcohol in spray container or with cotton pads to
sterilize tools
Sharp knife, snippers or pruners – use alcohol spray
to clean

Hand trowels for soil
A pencil or chopstick to poke opening in Jiffy pod,
perlite mix or soil
Rooting stimulant: can use powder form, liquid hormone or raw honey
Protective gloves if handling growth hormone
Small brushes or Q-tip to apply liquid growth hormone on cuttings
Small flat dish or recycled plastic carton lid to hold
raw honey or commercial rooting powder
Trays for holding multiple pots/pods
Spray bottle of water to mist cuttings
Saucers or trays to water pots/pods of cuttings from
the bottom
Popsicle sticks and permanent marker to label cuttings
Mini greenhouse: plastic one-gallon milk or water
carton with bottom cut out; or a clear plastic bag supported by stakes for 4- to 6-inch pots
For a tray of pots, use the ‘bottom’ of a large plastic
translucent tote container turned upside down, as a
moisture-retaining dome, another ‘faux’ greenhouse
option.
Small u-shaped irrigation stakes to be used in
mounding or layering method
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Bee Conscious Removal
---LIVE BEE REMOVAL--We specialize in removing bees alive from
walls, barns, sheds, and trees.
“Difficult” extractions are our specialty.
Beekeeping lessons offered at reasonable prices.
Wild bee colonies for sale.
We have been doing wall extractions for 10 years
and have done over 450 to date.
Call Chris Conrad at 415-350-5700
Santa Rosa

www.beeconsciousremoval.com
Free Bee Colony For Successful Referral.
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MADE IN

Open Weekends from 10AM to 4PM, Apr 20 through
Dec 31. See Website for additional special hours and
unique, local gift ideas.

Monte-Bellaria di California
Lavender Farm, Olive Grove & Beekeeping

www.monte-bellaria.com • 707-829-2645
3518 Bloomfield Road, Sebastopol
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2020 Board Members
and Other Helpful People

Click Here
for the Up-to-Date
Roster of SCBA Resources

Contact Information
Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Association are held on the second Monday of each
month at the Rohnert Park 4-H Building.   The meetings cover a wide range of topics of interest to beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not need to be a member nor a beekeeper
to attend these meetings. Dues can be paid online at our website sonomabees.org, at our monthly meetings or by
mail. Please see our Website for the application and various kinds of memberships available.

6 pm – Meet your cluster members; ask
questions; bring your own cup and fill it with tea
or coffee and have some goodies.
7 pm – General meeting starts. (See page 1 of this
newsletter for speaker details.)
Our mailing address is:
Sonoma County Beekeepers’ Assoc.
P.O. Box 98
Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098
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