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Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby and 
commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees. 

Monthly Meeting – Oct. 13- Getting hives ready for winter by Serge Labesque and a visit from Lela Dowling who will be signing 
copies of her wonderful cartoon book. Bring $14.99 to buy your very own copy! Also honey tasting tonightÑ bring a jar to share. 
Oct. 2- Set up Harvest Fair Beekeepers! display 
Oct. 3,4,5 Harvest Fair 
Monthly Meeting – Nov. 10- Annual Pot Luck and nominations for 2009 officers

From Your  President  
Dear SCBA Members, 

Sean Straw has had to resign his duties as vice 
president of our association due to his workload from his paying 
job.  Fortunately, he will continue to take care of our website and 
I hope he will attend a few meetings in the future.  Sean has done 
an amazing amount of work to make our association successful 
and we all should give thank him for all of his tireless efforts. 

The sonomabees yahoo list continues to grow with both 
new people and more responses to questions about beekeeping.  
Someone for being too harsh with a response I gave admonished 
me this week.  That person was indeed correct with her concern 
that criticism of some questions will deter some beekeepers from 
posting their questions to the list.  I would like to apologize to our 
member, Padma for being a little harsh.  That being said, I would 
like to discuss the topic in this forum as well as I feel it is 
extremely important to all of us.  That is the use of chemicals. 

My background is in Biology and Chemistry.  I do not 
think there is ANY place in beekeeping for the use of chemicals, 
fungicides, miticides, pesticides or anything else that is designed 
to help the bees resist pests or diseases.  I have removed many 
feral colonies from structures/trees and these hives have never 
been treated with ANYTHING, yet they are thriving.  We should 
strive as beekeepers to keep bees as closely as possible as feral 
colonies.  No chemicals!  We will have colonies that die out, but 
the remaining colonies will be stronger and their swarms/splits 
will be genetically superior and have the best chance at fighting 
off any pests or disease on their own merits.  I urge our new 
members to attend our meetings and ask questions.  Our 
October meeting will feature Serge Labesque who I am sure will 
also frown on any use of chemicals, but once again will provide 
vital education to our membership.  I hope we have a great 
turnout!  I will see you there. 
 

El  Presi dente Mi chael  Johnson 
 
September 9th General Meeting Minutes  

7:02 p.m. meeting called to order. 
New visitors are Kathy & Lynn - they have 3 hives...one by 
swarm, Rosemary - 1 hive. 
Q&A  
Q: Why are there a dozen stingers on the monitor board without 
sacs & also arms and legs? 
A: Perhaps it is due to robbing. 
Q: Why do my frames have moths on them? 
A: The bees abandoned the hive and then the moths moved in. 

 

Q: I have dead bees with their tongues hanging out.  
The live bees are staggering.  What's going on? 
A: Sounds like the bees were poisoned. 
Q: What is meant by the term "honey bound"? 
A: There are no empty cells on the frames for more 
eggs, honey and pollen.  In other words, all the cells are 
full of eggs, honey and pollen so the queen & bees need 
more frames in order to do what bees do...the queen 
lays eggs and needs nursery space and the bees forage 
for pollen and nectar and they need pantry space. 
Q: When I added a queen excluder, production 
stopped.  What should I do? 
A: Remove the queen excluder.  If the queen has 
enough space (see answer/explanation above) she will 
not need to move up into the supers and therefore, you 
will not need use a queen excluder. 
Q: I use wax foundation.  When I extracted, the 
foundations blew apart.  What should I do? 
A: Extract on a lower/slower speed.  Spin half of the 
honey and then turn the frame around and spin the 
other half. Also, cut away any blown out pieces and 
place those frames in between other frames that are not 
blown out...the bees will rebuild the "blow out". 

Some of Glen Murphy's comments on 
preparing your honey for judging: 
  ~You can use Jack's Scale to determine the category 
of your honey by its color 
 ~ Use Queen Line jars 
 ~ Before bottling your honey, wait after straining, so 
particles have time to separate 
~ Skim any particles off the top of your honey~ after 
bottling, wipe your sweet fingerprints off the jar. :o) 
All of the necessary and required equipment and 
supplies, for entering your honey in the Harvest Fair, 
can be purchased at beekind.  Their phone is 824-
2905.  They are open 7 days for your beezzzzz 
convenience.  SooOOoo, you're too late for entry this 
year but you now have a head start on next year.  The 
staff at beekind can get you all set up and ready for 
September 2009. 
Speaking of Beekind...they offer beekeeping classes, 
also.  Call them for details at 824-2905. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Alois 
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Board Minutes for Sept. 15, 2008 
In attendance were President Michael Johnson, 2nd VP 

Emery Dann, Secretary BarbaraJo Alois, Treasurer Janet Leisen, 
and Editor Ettamarie Peterson.  

The Harvest Fair's request for 20 jars of honey to give to 
the wine judges was received too late.  Michael Johnson sent the 
Harvest Fair board a letter of regret stating that the SCBA needs 
to have that request by September 1st of each year.   

We discussed some of the SCBA members whom we 
thought would bring good energy to the 2009 Board of Directors. 

We discussed methods of getting bee information out to 
the general public. 

We did not make a decision on business cards:o[  
Sean's departure left an even number of board 

members.  In order to create an uneven number of board 
members, for voting purposes, our Ettamarie was nominated and 
voted in for the remainder of 2008.  The event schedule is 
covered as Sean had speakers and events lined up for the last 3 
meetings: 

October meeting will be Serge speaking and Lela 
Dowling signing her book. 

 November meeting is the Pot Luck dinner* and 
nominations for the 2009 officers. 

December meeting is elections of nominated officers 
and Q&A...get your questions written down so you don't forget 
them...lots and lots of time for lots and lots of questions and 
answers!!! 
 In November we have had a tradition of having a potluck 
dinner where the members not only bring their favorite dishes 
but they have a chance to win a prize for them. The awards go to 
the best salad, the best main dish, the best dessert and the best 
dish made with honey. Last year we decide to also have a silent 
auction on the same evening. We plan to do this again this year. 

To make this auction a success we need members to 
bring items they want to donate. I t is nice if they are bee related 
items but it is not necessary.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara Alois 
 
 
From Your Librarian   

I purchased, for the SCBA two books, "A Spring without 
Bees", by Michael Schacker, and "The Buzz about Bees -- 
Biology of a Superorganism" by Jurgen Tautz, and a DVD 
"Silence of the Bees". All of these are highly respected sources of 
information about bees. 

 I'm have been trying to organize what is actually in the 
library such as books checked out and not yet returned or the 
ones that have simply vanished into the air...I'm not at the point 
yet to use smear tactics in identifying culprits of non-returned 
books - but it would be nice if people took time to look on their 
shelves, etc and found the books they borrowed and forgot to 
return. We have way too many missing! 

Sherrie Bunce, Your Librarian 

 

October Meeting 
 Our October meeting is one you do not want to miss. 
Serge Labesque will go over in detail how we should be getting 

our hives ready for winter. We will also have a visit from 
our good friend and honorary member Lela Dowling who 
will autograph copies of her book. Ettamarie has 
purchased a number of these wonderful books so you 
should bring some money ($14.99 will do just fine) or a 
check to purchase them. And if that isn!t enough reason 
to come to the meeting, we also will have our annual 
honey tasting. What we do when we taste honey is have 
members bring any interesting honey they want to share 
with the group. We provide tasting sticks so everyone 
can get a taste. It is amazing what a large variety of 
honey has arrived on past honey tasting nights. 
Ettamarie has stashed some jars of foreign honey away 
to bring in. Hopefully others have, too. If your own honey 
has an interesting taste, bring a sample in! 
 

My October Beekeeping To-Do List 
By Serge Labesque © 2008 
The varroa mite has arrived in Hawaii, and it is 

island hopping. 
Here is how the State!s Agriculture Department 

is coping with the situation: ÒAgriculture quarantine 
teams plan to immediately destroy all feral bee hives 
within a five mile radius of Hilo BayÓ. 

This is nuts!  Which one is going to kill more 
bees?  Is it is Varroa destructor, or is it the Department 
of Agriculture of Hawaii? 

As I see it, and as past experience has shown, 
eradicating the feral bee population is not going to get 
rid of the parasite.  But this mass killing of bees is surely 
going to eliminate any chance of letting a strain of bees 
emerge that is well-adapted to the local conditions and 
that is naturally resistant to the pest.  Given a little time, 
this positive outcome would have undoubtedly occurred 
through the process of natural selection.  But no, bees 
are going to be deliberately killed in huge numbers.  The 
official excuse:  This is to protect the interests of 
beekeepers.  The real reason:  This is meant only to 
give the impression that the Department of Agriculture is 
doing something about the situation. 

Once again there are some people who are 
acting as if they know better than Nature with its millions 
of years of experience! 

After the feral bee population has been 
eliminated, beekeepers will follow up with routine 
applications of all sorts of concoctions in vain attempts 
to protect the bees that will remain in their boxes. 

We!ve already been there, and yet the same 
stupid mistake is repeated over and over again.  There 
are always some who are so good at killing and 
destroying isn!t there? 

Here is another recent piece of news:  A new 
bee virus, which was detected in Europe two years ago, 
has now been found in the U.S.  Many breeders 
brandish another typical plan of defense:  ÒLet!s import 
semen, eggs and bees from somewhere else to produce 
a superbeeÓ (Understand that there is money to be 
made and reputations to be built by breeding and selling 
hyped-up-supposedly-disease-resistant queens).  WE 
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MUST STOP THIS!  In the face of these threats let the local bees 
themselves breed.  Even if we could make a bee that is resistant 
to a currently known virus, pest or disease, that strain could very 
well be wiped out by the next pathogen we introduce.  Its mass 
propagation and distribution will further reduce the genetic 
diversity of our bee population.  We have to stop this nonsensical 
shortsighted approach!  There is no more a biological silver bullet 
than there is a chemical one.   Importing bee germplasm 
presents great risks of introducing new viruses and especially 
inapt genetic material, no matter what we are being told, and 
doing so absolutely destabilizes local bee populations. 

But hey! For some, it is so much fun to tinker with 
genetics, to play God. 

What it boils down to is this:  The honey bee species is 
being sacrificed in order to protect our immediate interests!  How 
shameful! 

We can do better than this, and the beekeepers that are 
relying on local bees and managing them without artificial 
treatments for pests and diseases are on the right track.  They 
are part of the solution. 
October in the apiaries: 

This month is when the last of the preparations of the 
hives for winter are to be performed.   In most cases the colonies 
will have done the work themselves, especially if we allow them 
to do it.  Still, at times a little coaxing and a watchful eye on our 
part may help (at least, we like to think so). 

In the first part of the month, a quick inspection will 
verify that the colonies are raising winter bees.  This is key!  It is 
not necessary to find large amounts of brood.  Two to three 
frames of it in a hive are plenty, but this brood needs to be well 
fed.  Stores in and around the brood nest and good blanketing by 
nurse bees show that this is likely the case.  Paucity of food or 
too few nurse bees of course indicates the contrary, and should 
be cause for concern and follow-up action. 

If the brood nest looks good and the size of the bee 
population is adequate, evaluate the amount of stores that are in 
the hive (allow five pounds of honey for a deep frame full of 
honey and three pounds for a medium one).   In our area, an 
established colony of decent size going into winter should have 
thirty-five to forty pounds of honey.  Less than this may not be 
enough; any more may hurt the colony by adding excessive 
thermal mass that will become very cold inside the hive.  These 
stores will have to supply the colony with food possibly through 
early spring.  Don!t forget pollen.  Some of it should be located in 
the center of the store chamber, directly above the brood nest.  
The bees will use it in January, when brood rearing resumes. 

The question that comes next:  What are we to do with 
colonies that do not have all they need?  What about the weak 
and the very young colonies, and those headed by aging queens 
that may fail in the middle of winter? 

A few options: 

1. Feed the hives that do not have enough stores.  
Provide surplus honey from healthy production 
hives, if possible.  If honey is not available, give 
heavy sugar syrup (two parts granulated sugar to 
one part water; not brown sugar). 

2. Combine weak hives.  At least one of the 
two colonies should have brood or winter 
bees in it.  If not, it is unlikely that the 
resulting hive will make it through winter. 

3. Small, young colonies may be wintered as 
nucs, as long as they contain winter bees 
and stores, and are in ÒcomfortableÓ hives 
(properly organized and with gentle 
ventilation). 

4. Assemble hives into two-queen colonies.  I 
have been doing this during the past few 
years, as an experiment, with colonies that 
had little chance of making it through 
winter because of weakness, or because 
one of the queens was getting really old.  
Overall, the resulting colonies have done 
amazingly well during the following spring.    

 As I proceed through these rapid fall 
inspections, I like to exchange some of the hive 
components for clean ones.  It is easy to place the 
brood chambers on a clean-screened bottom and to 
exchange the follower boards and the upper 
components of the hives without disturbing the bees at 
all.  At the same time, hefting the supers gives an 
indication of their possible contents without handling 
individual frames.  If they feel light, they are not 
sufficiently stocked. 

Do not forget to cull old and misshapen frames 
when the bees vacate them.  Fall is a good time to do 
this, as the brood nests are becoming more compact, 
and these frames are typically found in the outer 
positions of the supers.  If they still contain some honey, 
it may be crushed and placed in hive top feeders, where 
the bees will collect it.  Some areas of pollen may be 
split and placed on the top bars of the brood nest, as 
pollen patties would be. 

The equipment that will house the colonies 
should be in good condition.  Mainly ensure that there 
will be adequate ventilation and that the hive is rain 
proof.  I have found the upper ventilation slot to be a 
detail that is critical to the wellbeing of the bees during 
the winter.  Follower boards also provide gentle and 
natural movement of air that keeps moisture away from 
the clustered bees and from their stores.  

Later in the month, the entrances of the hives 
will need some attention:  Mice will try to enter and nest 
inside hives.  When they succeed, their presence and 
the damage they cause may stress and weaken the 
colonies to the point of killing them.  Then, the affected 
hives become smelly messes.  I place a small piece of 
" Ó welded wire mesh in front of the hive entrances in 
order to prevent this from happening.  Sometimes the 
bees will spontaneously reduce the opening of their 
hives with propolis.  But this is a lot of tedious work, 
which we may spare our bees by placing entrance 
reducers. 



 4 

During the winter, the hives should be set on bases, and 
not directly on the ground.  They should preferably be facing 
south and located in such a way as to receive some sun, even 
during the shortest days of winter.  Anticipate wind and rain 
storms, and place your bees out of harm!s way, such as rising 
water. 

Finally, secure the tops of the hives so that gusts of 
wind will not lift them off. 

Then cross your fingers.  You have done as much as 
you can. 

- Harvest the last of surplus honey. 
- Consolidate honey in store chambers (move unsealed 

partial frames above hive top feeder or inner cover, and 
reduce honey super volume with follower boards). 

- In a similar manner, give extracted supers and cappings 
to the bees to be cleaned (do not delay this or it may 
take a long time for the bees to clean these up, and wax 
moths may take over). 

- Redistribute stores or feed hives, as necessary. 
- Reduce hive volume to match colony strength. 
- Check how the bees have organized their brood 

chamber and how the stores are packed around it.  
Ensure that there is some comb with empty cells, but 
also with pollen and nectar centered above the brood 
nest, between frames of honey.  I consider this detail to 
be important for the development of young brood later in 
January and February.  

- Remove old and misshapen frames from hives. 
- Combine hives that are too weak or that have defective 

queens. 
- Beware of the last yellow jackets of the season and of 

any instance of robbing.  If necessary, reduce entrances 
of developing colonies and of those under attack. 

- Install mouse guards. 
- Maintain adequate and safe ventilation through the 

hives. 
At home: 

- Extract, bottle, and enjoy harvested surplus honey (isn!t 
late summer honey a treat?) 

- Render capping wax.  This wax may be saved to make 
foundation, starter strips, and queen cups. 

- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 
- Cull old and misshapen combs. 

 
Serge!s Next Intermediate Beekeeping Class 

Intermediate Beekeeping for fall, winter and Early Spring 
Wednesdays, October 15, 2008 and October 23, 2008, 6:30 p.m. 
- 9:00 p.m. 
2004 Lark Hall, Santa Rosa Campus 
Course fee:  $47.00  
To register, call SRJC Community Education at (707) 527-4824 
or:  www.santarosa.edu/communityed 

 

What!s In Bloom? 
Butterfly bush (Buddleia), asters, pennyroyal (mint 

family- good honey taste!), yellow mustard, some borage if it is 
watered, Bluebeard (Caryopteris X clandonensis), Michaelmas 

daisies (an aster the bees love!), coyote brush, yellow 
star thistle and some late sunflowers. October is a 
dearth month in many regions around here. Be sure 
your bees have adequate water available, too.  

 
  Yellow Dot Project 

By Diana Sylvestre 
 
The Yellow Dot Project is sponsored by SCBA. 

It seeks to partner with nurseries so that they will label 
bee-friendly plants with cute little yellow dots.  That way 
interested members of the public can easily select and 
plant something for the honeybees.  The points being, 
that CCD is probably due to a variety of factors, 
everyone can't become a beekeeper, but one thing that 
almost everyone can do is to help their 
yard/garden/deck become a richer source of nectar and 
pollen for our valuable pollinators. 

Some materials have already been created and 
some are works in progress.  NO ONE NEEDS TO 
PROVIDE ANYTHING AT THIS POINT: Diana Sylvestre 
will send you everything you need if you are willing to 
implement this at your local nursery/nurseries.  Just 
contact her and she will send stuff directly to you.  This 
is more of a preliminary troubleshooting phase, so there 
may be minor modifications based on the feedback that 
you give.  She would love to send out these materials  
to any of you if you could visit a nursery and help them 
get this project going. 

So far we have created: 
1. An introductory letter to take to the nursery 
2. An introductory pamphlet to take to the 

nursery 
3. All the dots that you want.  They are 

waterproof and the one she put on her coffee cup last 
week is doing well. 

4. One laminated sign that describes the 
project  

In progress we have: 
5. Another laminated sign that talks about the 

wonders of honeybees and how to differentiate them 
from the other bees/wasps/hornets 

6. A logo 
7. A website: www.yellowdotproject.org 
8. A rapidly growing list of interested nurseries. 
9. Some version of a list of plants that would be 

good to label. 
Our near term goal is to get good publicity for 

SCBA and the nurseries that partner with us.  We think 
we may try to get a countywide honeybee-friendly plant 
giveaway organized for the spring.   

Longer term we will look to make it sustainable 
by developing a fundraising mechanism (grants? 
donations?), and to expand to other geographic areas 
as we figure out how to do this well.  SCBA would really 
like to involve a national youth service organization in 
the latter process. Ettamarie Peterson!s 4-H beekeepers 
are eager to help with the project. 
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Diana is going to post some of these materials in the 
files section of the sonomabees yahoo list, but we are still 
working on them--don't worry about the format and the like.  Just 
have a look if you want to see what we are working on. 

Again, if you think you would like to try this out at your 
local nursery, GREAT!!!  Diana!s email is 
diana.sylvestre@ucsf.edu, just send her your address and she'll 
send you right out a starter packet of stuff.   

It would be good if you would get back to her with 
feedback both positive and negative so we can modify the 
materials in the best possible way. 
 The following letter was written to give to nursery 
owners: 
Dear Nursery Owner: 
In the past year, 50% of honey bee hives nationwide have 

perished and almost all wild colonies of honey bees have 

disappeared. It!s a crisis, and we are taking local action to help 
our honey bees. 
As you probably know, honey bees are critical pollinators: they 
are responsible for about one third of the food we eat and over 
$10 billion in food crops annually.  
Alarming declines in honeybee colonies attributed to ÒColony 
Collapse DisorderÓ were first noted in 2007. Although the cause 
of the disorder has not been determined, it is likely related 
imported parasites and diseases, pesticide use, and habitat 
shrinkage. 
The Sonoma County Beekeepers! Association has recently 
introduced the Yellow Dot Project, a grassroots effort to help our 
honey bees by increasing the planting of honey bee-friendly 
plants with our signature yellow dots. The dots are waterproof 
and act as markers for the public, generating interest in our 
honey bees and increasing their local habitat. We also ask to 
display several small signs in and around your nursery to educate 
the public. 
Our beekeepers and volunteers provide the manpower and 

material, all we ask of you is that we are able to hang signs 

and mark the bee-friendly plant placards at your location. 

We have selected you to participate in our pilot project based on 
your reputation as a leader in this industry, your location and your 
varietal selection. At this time, we are asking only a limited 
number of nurseries to participate. So far, Healdsburg Nursery, 
Annie!s Annuals and Perennials in Richmond, and Bassignani in 
Sebastopol have agreed to join us. 
We have also initiated a countywide effort to publicize the project. 
This would hopefully bring attention and attract new customers to 
honey bee-friendly Yellow Dot nurseries. 
I have enclosed a flyer and will follow up with you shortly. If you 
would like more information, I can be easily reached at 415-271-
1642. Our web site www.yellowdotproject.com is in progress and 
will be up and running in the next few weeks. We will offer 
marketing opportunities to participating nurseries there as well. 
This could be a wonderful and exciting project for Sonoma 
County, and we hope you!ll consider becoming one of our 
founding participants. Thank you on behalf of our honey bees.  
Sincerely, 
Diana Sylvestre 
Sonoma County Beekeepers! Association 

 

Reminder to those who want to purchase ad 
space that the business card size ad is $5, the 
1/4 ad is $10, and the 1/2 page ad is $20. 
Classified ads are free to members. 
 
 
The two association extractors are housed at Ken 
Schlosser's home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. 
They also rent for $5 a day. Ken!s number is (707) 
829-5360. His cell number is 481-2880.  

 

Member Ad Space 
(Free ad space to all dues payers)  

Bloomfield Bees Honey 
Geof, Jackie and Bloomfield Bees are in need of a few 
volunteers to help this fall.  If you would like some great 
field experience and real hands on work, call them at 
836-7278 or 490-5001 

Make sure to get on the list for 2009 nucs early!!! 
707-836-7278 
PO Box 12051 
Santa Rosa, CA 95406 
www.bloomfieldbeeshoney.com 
 
RESERVE YOUR BEES FOR SPRING 2009 
Congratulations New, Returning 
or Expanding beekeeper! 
We will be raising 50 nucleus ÒnucsÓ of Italian 
Honeybees for Spring 2009 (to be picked up Mid or Late 
May).  
Serge Labesque!s beekeeping methods are followed.  
No chemicals ever used!  Last year we raised and sold 
50 ÒnucsÓ and 49 are reporting tremendous success 
(one was placed in deep shade!).    Please indicate the 
number of ÒnucsÓ you would like below.  Approximately 
$150 per ÒnucÓ, plus the purchase of one medium honey 
super.       
Please feel free to email me with any questions, or if you 
would like to come and work with me in my bees in 
Healdsburg, please email me.   ApriLLance@aol.com  
or 707-431-1569 
April Lance 
1656 West Dry Creek Road 
Healdsburg, California 95448 
707-431-1569 
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Honey Bee Trivia 

By Eric C. Mussen, Extension Apiculturist, UC Davis 
In order to fly, honey bees have to maintain a body 

temperature above 80¡F. 
Although honey bees create heat in their bodies, when 

air temperatures drop below 54¡F they cannot retain enough 
warmth to fly. At 50¡F, a honey bee eventually will fall into a cold 
comatose condition and die. 

Now combine that with the small amount of gas they 
have in the tank, it is tough being a bee in the fall  

 

I Learned About Beekeeping From This  
Thanks to Darlene for sharing this on our Yahoo List. 

Well, I just had a new and very unfortunate experience.  
I took the empty super out that had been wet frames from an 
extraction from one of my hives, set it down on a bench next to 
the other hives and when I was done with the rest of my hive 
inspection I went in the house for about half of an hour.  When I 
went back out there were bees everywhere!!!  All over the empty 
super and frames, on and around the other hives ~ front, back, 
top, under ~ balling, fighting, and flying all around in a way that 
reminded me of a hive getting ready to swarm!  I had thought that 
all of those frames I took out were empty of honey, but when I 
looked closer there was a little bit here and there.  I put entrance 
reducers on all three hives right away and put all of the "empty 
frames" into a plastic bag and into the garage. There were a lot  
of dead bees on the bench once I was done taking it all away.  
Even though I've had bees for over a year, I feel like SUCH a 
beginner!! 

Editor!s note: She was advised to move the wet frames 
far away from the other hives or put them above their colony with 
a good tight lid and let the bees clean them up before storing 
them for the winter. 
 

 

Recipes for October 

From the National Honey Board 
Balsamic Onions with Honey- Makes 6 servings - 
Ingredients 
 3 large red onions (about 3 lbs.) 
 1 Tablespoon + 1/4 cup water 
 6 Tablespoons honey 
 1/4 cup balsamic vinegar or red wine vinegar 
 3 Tablespoons butter or margarine, melted 

 1 teaspoon paprika 
 1 teaspoon ground coriander 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 
 1/8 teaspoon ground red pepper 
Directions 
Peel onions and cut crosswise into halves. Place cut-
side down in shallow baking dish just large enough to 
hold onions in single layer. Sprinkle with 1 tablespoon 
water; cover with foil. Bake at 350¡F 30 minutes. 
Combine honey, vinegar, remaining 1/4 cup water, 
butter, paprika, coriander, salt and red pepper in small 
bowl. Remove onions from oven and turn cut side up. 
Spoon half of honey mixture over onions. Bake, 
uncovered, 15 minutes more.## Baste with remaining 
honey mixture; bake 15 minutes more or until tender. 
Serving Suggestions 
Serve with poultry or pork. 
 
Grilled Corn with Spiced Honey Butter 

- Makes 8 servings - 
Preparation Time: 15 minutes Cook Time: 15 minutes  
Ingredients 

 1/2 cup butter, softened 
 1/3 cup honey 
 1 tsp. chili powder 
 8 ears fresh corn 
 8 lime wedges 
 1/4 cup fresh cilantro, chopped 
Directions 

In a small bowl stir together the butter, honey and chili 
powder; set aside. Fold back husks and remove silk 
from corn; pull husks back up over corn. Place corn in a 
large bowl of ice water and soak for 15 minutes. 
Remove and shake off excess water. Place on grill over 
medium hot coals and cook for 15 to 20 minutes, turning 
frequently. Remove husks and spread each ear with 
seasoned butter. Sprinkle with cilantro and serve with 
lime wedges. 
 
Fall Salad With Honey 
October is the month of the year when we are able to 
get lots from the garden (thanks to our bees usually). 
A great salad can be made by slicing up tomatoes, 
cooked beets, raw zucchini, raw apples and cucumbers. 
Add honey to any of the balsamic vinegar salad 
dressing and drizzle that over the sliced vegetables. 
When you have eaten the veggies, slurp up (quietly, of 
course) the juice at the bottom of the salad bowl. It is 
delicious and full of good nutrients!  
I keep a honey bear full of the balsamic vinegar-honey 
mix so I can pour it over my salad every day of the 
year. I keep this in the refrigerator between uses. 
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 SCBA Executive Board 2008 
Pres. Michael Johnson president@sonomabees.org 707-
789Ñ 0900 
Past Pres. Ettamar ie Peterson 
pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582 
 1st Vice Pres. Ð Ettamar ie Peterson 
vicepresident@sonomabees.org   707-765-4582 
2nd Vice President ÐEmery Dann vp2@sonomabees.org 
707-527-9711 
Secretary ÐBarbara Alois Ð 707-545-
5956secretary@sonomabees.org 707-  
Treasurer  Janet Leisen treasurer@sonomabees.org 707- 
528-2085 
Librar ian ÐShar iLyn Bunce librar ian@sonomabees.org 
707-707-538-7190 
Reps. at Large Hector  Alvarez  707- 579-9416 
Serge Labesque  nonprofit@sonomabees.org   707-996-
3149 
Histor ian ÐJackie Whitford 707 836-7278 
geofwhitford@yahoo.com 
Editor  Ettamar ie Peterson Ð editor@sonomabees.org   
765-4582 
Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw 
swarms@sonomabees.org 
Extractor  Tech- Call Ettamar ie 765-4582 or  Ken Schlosser  
707- 829-5360 or  cell 481-2880 
 
Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County 
BeekeepersÕ Association are held on the second Monday of 
each month, at 7 pm.   The meetings cover a wide range of 
topics of interest to beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn 
about honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not 
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend these 
meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay dues.  

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

21 West 7th St.                      Santa Rosa 
          707-545-0721  
     
                            
We car ry the beekeeping supplies you need. 
Lar ry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and 
Sponsors of our  Day Under  the Oaks Display. 

BARDELLA &  ASSOCIATES 
   Taxes Ð Consulting Ð Financial Reporting 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!  
   By Appointment 
   707-829-4800 
   800-758-0599 
   FAX 707-823-2865 
   702 Litchfield Ave. 
   Sebastopol, CA 95472 
     Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA 
    Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service 
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com 
http://www.bardella.com 
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Oct.13th - meeting at 4-H Foundation 
Center  in Rohnert Park 

 
DonÕt forget to bring honey in for 
sampling by the group! I t doesnÕt have 
to be from your own hives. We love to 
taste foreign honey!  


