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Our goal is to increase interest in and knowledge of bees and beekeeping for the hobby 

and commercial beekeeper, and to educate the general public in the value of bees. 
Monthly Meeting March 10- Hive Splitting by Doug Vincent; also Equipment Sanitation, with live torch scorch 

demonstration by Serge, Doug, or Sean (outside). Meeting will be held at the 4-H Center in Rohnert Park. 

April 14th – Queen rearing by Mark Hohmann, Napa beekeeper.

 

From Your President 
Our bees are in trouble!  Hive losses by our members 

have been off the charts the past year.  Beginners, Intermediate 
beekeepers and long time veteran beekeepers have all reported 
an abnormally large die off over the winter.  As the weather 
warms and we begin to open our hives we need to examine them 
with a fine-tooth comb.  Is the hive healthy?  Is it dead or on life 
support?  Why did one hive make it and the other one right next 
to it not in spite of the similarities between the two hives and the 
beekeeping practices the same? 

I would like to recommend that we survey our members 
and report the results to the Napa, Marin and San Francisco 
beekeepers.  We need to share information so we can help solve 
the disappearing bee crisis.  If the hive losses continue at this 
rate, we will start to see our membership decrease as well.  I 
urge ALL of you to contact me by e-mail 
docjohnswick@hotmail.com or by calling me at 415-225-7625 
and reporting the number of hives you have lost out of the total 
number of hives you managed this past year.  I would like to 
share this information with the entire organization as well as the 
beekeepers in the adjacent counties.  

For all new swarms this year I will be using new 
foundation exclusively.  I have been on the 3 year rotational 
culling plan advocated by Serge Labesque, but I am scared that 
maybe there is something toxic in my 1, 2 and 3 year old comb.  I 
have always scorched my equipment to decrease the risk of 
cross contamination and used hygienic practices.  Frankly, I am 
at a loss at what else I can do to improve the chances of my 
bees! survival.  Hopefully, Randy Oliver, Eric Mussen and the 
other beekeepers who are scheduled to speak at the March 8th 
Beekeeping Symposium will be able to give me more information 
to keep my bees from dying. 

Mi chael  Johnson 
 
 

February General Meeting 
Minutes thanks to April Lance 
There were about 75-80 people there. About half the 

people at the bee meeting raised their hands when asked if 
anyone had lost hives.  

It was an excellent presentation by Richard Wallenstein 
and Tim Muhrlin. Richard has been selling his entire hanging top 
bar comb and honey from the top bar hive to a restaurant for a 
very good price. They utilize one square inch cuts of comb and 
honey to place on a plate with cheese and nuts and some 
drizzled honey too. 

Jackie and Geoff Whitford brought aloe vera plants to 
share.  Jackie also swept the entire room after the meeting. Mark 

Sugihara put the chairs away.  April Lance helped load 
the books into Shari's car.  She is our librarian and did a 
great job.  

 Marilyn Fujiyoshi brought beautiful plants to 
sell. I think she sold them all. This money goes into our 
treasury.   

No drawing was held as we don!t hold raffles 
anymore. We do give out door prizes as they are 
donated. Angelo Ibleto and Katia brought things. Angelo 
donated some barbeque sauce, salsa, and Italian meat 
rub.   Katia and Doug brought a feeder tray, the kind I do 
not like with plastic liner and screen.   

The Vincent!s mentioned information on the 
symposium - Saturday, March 8 at Waldorf School, 
starting at 9 am.   Presale tickets are 25.00.  

The Mark West study group said they had a 
great meeting and were going to continue.  Janet Leisen 
is very well read.  Shari attended and several good 
subjects were reviewed.  Geoff and Jackie brought 
rolled out pollen fondant to assists the bees at this time 
and shared it with all present.  April was a bump on a 
log, but did check out the dead hive Janet got from 
Randy Oliver that was very strong in the summer. 

 The San Francisco bee club buys bulk bees 
together from Bizzy Bee and some outfit in Vacaville 
and a discussion ensued regarding our club doing that 
in the future. 

It was the last night to pay your dues and be on 
the swarm list for this year.  

Several people in attendance did not know how 
to go to: sonomabees@yahoo.com to get onto the chat, 
so that was reviewed and maybe that would be good to 
include in the newsletter next time 

Master Gardeners will have a table at the bee 
symposium with bee friendly plants and can answer 
gardening questions and identify bugs, etc.   Barbara 
Schulumberger was not in attendance, but they have 
started the Melissa Garden.  Go to     
TheMelissaGarden.com   to check it out.  

 
February Board Meeting Minutes 

Board of Director!s meeting convened at 
7:30 p.m.  Present was Michael Johnson, Sean 
Straw, Janet Liesen (sp?), Barbara Alois, 
Ettamarie Peterson & Emery Dann.   

First order of business was the monthly 
financial report from the treasurer:   

Next item of business was the successful 
Cloverdale Citrus Fair. 
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There was a conversation regarding raising the 
price of the honey sticks.  Also, there is a honey stick 
vendor that will use our honey.  This will promote local 
honey and realize a greater profit for the club. Who will sell 
a 5 gal pail of honey to the bee club?  What flavorings do 
we want or shall we stay with the pure honey flavor?  

Michael Johnson will research the various aspects 
and report his findings to the board at the March board 
meeting. 

We are 2008 members of the California State 
Beekeepers Association, Inc.  This membership entitles us 
to a subscription to Bee Times and a link to the CSBA 
website. 

Janet Liesen will inquire with the Press Democrat 
for their interest in interviewing and printing an article 
regarding bees and to promote the SCBA.  

Last agenda item was the need for new SCBA 
posters listing our new meeting location. 

Usual poster locations: beekind, Western Farm, 
Four Corners Feed. 

New additional locations: 4-H office, Frizelle & 
Enos, Harmony Farms. 

Minutes by Sec. Barbara J. Alois  
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 

My March Beekeeping To-Do List 
By Serge Labesque© 

 
 

Quite in step with the increasing length of the days, the 
colonies are growing at an accelerating and sometimes 
astonishing pace this month.  At least, this is the way it should be 
with hives that are reasonably vigorous and healthy. 

At times, colonies are deliberately held back from 
growing too fast or too big though.  This is the case, for example, 
when one seeks to shelter an excellent queen mother from the 
frenzy that production colonies are exposed to.  This way, the 
queen may live a longer life, and may be kept as a source of 
good larvae for queen rearing for several seasons. 

But in most instances we need to do exactly the 
opposite.  That is, we need to facilitate the rapid development of 
the hive populations.  Herein lays a catch:  This has to be done 
without driving the bees to swarm.  One of the most important 
keys to successfully performing this balancing act between 
growing the colonies and inducing them to swarming is in the 
management of the brood chambers. 

To achieve this, we must, first and foremost, ensure that 
the queens have adequate egg-laying space directly available to 
them, and we must make certain that ample stores of good 
quality are readily accessible by nurse bees.  This allows the 
colonies to develop larger brood nests. Next, we need to provide 
adequate space for the storage of incoming nectar, and 
clustering space for returning foragers.  This is in order to prevent 
the brood nests from becoming congested.  Then, a series of 
complementary details follow.  Among the most helpful of these, 
we find good hive ventilation, and comb building opportunities for 
young bees. 

Doing this in early spring can provide us with 
strong, productive colonies that are not inclined to 
swarm on the first sunny day.  More importantly, this 
sets the stage for hive divisions, and queen rearing, 
which should be done on the bees! terms, and as late as 
possible in the spring. 
 
March in the apiaries: 

This is the beginning of the busy season and 
probably the most exciting time of the year for 
beekeepers.  The honeyflow is on, and all hopes are up!  
Yet, the weather, which may be unstable and quite 
variable, is a considerable factor we have to work with. 

- Inspect your hives on nice days, when 
foragers are out in large numbers.  Watch 
for the presence of sufficient stores, as the 
colonies may consume them rapidly during 
spells of inclement weather.  Ensure good 
development of the brood nests, and, as 
always keep an eye on the health of the 
colonies, on the hive condition, and, on 
honey supers. 

- Avoid congestion of the brood nests, and 
honeybound conditions. 

- Supers should be in place. 
- Implement swarm prevention measures. 
- Perform the first hive divisions of the 

season (but only when the hives are 
ready, and only towards the end of the 
month this year, as the production of 
drones started relatively late). 

- Open hive entrances, as needed. 
- Combine hives that are weak, but 

otherwise healthy. 
- Discard old and misshapen combs. 
- Pull weeds from in front of the hives. 

At home: 

 
- Prepare your equipment for the swarm 

season, and for colony and apiary 
expansions. 

- Render wax from discarded frames. 
Also:  
Come to the Bee Symposium, in Sebastopol, on March 
8.  Tickets are available at Beekind, in Sebastopol. (707) 
824-2905 
 

 

Got Books ?????????? 
Calling one and all outstanding library books.  

Check your car, nightstand, couch etc. for any SCBA 
books and bring them in to the next club meeting. New 
librarian is Sharilyn Bunce. 
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Reminder to those who want to purchase ad space that the 
business card size ad is $5, the 1/4 ad is $10, and the 1/2 
page ad is $20. Classified ads are free to members. 
 
The two association extractors are housed at Spring Maxfield!s 
home and Ettamarie Peterson!s home. They also rent for $5 a 
day.  

Member Ad Space 
(Free ad space to all dues payers) 

Bloomfield Bees Honey   - 707-823-2804 
For sale: new and used bee equipment, jars, candle making 
equipment and supplies. Please call for an appointment after 
March 15th. Thanks for your support. 

Geof & Jackie & Kathy 
 

Linda Clary and April Lance 

FOR SALE 

Reserve your happy, well-adjusted bees now for Late May, 2008 
pick-up.  These bees have their own queen, own pollen, own 
nectar and honey. They have at least five built out frames.  No 

chemical ever used.  Email:  ApriLLance@aol.com   
1656 West Dry Creek Road 
Healdsburg, California 95448 
707-478-1008 cell 
707-431-1569 phone 

 

Beekeeping Class by Serge Labesque 
Intermediate Beekeeping for spring and summer: 
On Wednesdays, March 12th and 19th, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
1592 Emeritus Hall, Santa Rosa Campus. 
Telephone registration: (707) 527-4824 
Online registration: www.santarosa.edu/communityed 
 

Places for Your Hives 

Anyone interested in placing hives in different locations this year 
can come to beekind and look at our list of people interested in 
having hives on their property. Currently we have about 80 sites 
listed from backyard size to many acres. You contact them 
directly.  

Doug Vincent, beekind store 

 

 

UC Davis gets sweet gift from Haagen-Dazs 

By Bill Lindelof - blindelof@sacbee.com 

Haagen-Dazs has sweetened the pot of money 
available for research at the University of California, 
Davis. The ice-cream maker has donated $100,000 to 
the Harry H. Laidlaw Jr. Honey Bee Research Facility to 
study how to stem an alarming decline in the bee 
population. 

"One-third of our nation's food supply depends 
on bee pollination, but bees are vanishing in massive 
numbers," said Walter Leal, chairman of the UC Davis 
Department of Entomology. 

The money will go for research on "sustainable 
pollination" and the phenomenon known as colony 
collapse, a disorder in which bees abandon their hives. 

Haagen-Dazs also is kicking off a national 
campaign to create awareness of the honeybee's plight. 
About 40 percent of the company's ice cream flavors are 
linked to fruit and nut trees pollinated by bees. 

Part of the gift to UC Davis will go for hiring a 
Haagen-Dazs postdoctoral research fellow in honeybee 
biology. The Laidlaw teaching and research facility is 
considered one of the best and oldest in the country; its 
research began in 1925. 

Faculty retirements and budget shortfalls put 
the Davis bee biology research program into a decline in 
the 1990s, according to a university news release. The 
university is making rebuilding a priority because of 
dangers posed to bees, such as mites, small hive 
beetles and colony collapse.  Editors note: SCBA has, 
and will continue to donate money to the Harry Laidlaw, 
Jr. Laboratory.  

Pollen Substitute Recipe Used by Peter Dight 

in Cambridge, England 

2kg (4.4 lbs) Soya Flour- low fat type (or soy powder) 

1kg (2.2 lbs.) Brewers Yeast 

1/2kg (1.1 lbs.) Dried Egg Yolk 

1/4kg (.55 or about " lb.) Dried Skimmed Milk 

2kg (4.4 lbs.) warmed Runny Honey (liquid honey) 

Enough water to make a soft dough 

The Soya flour should be reduced fat (approx. 5% fat), 
and the skimmed milk and egg yoke are very optional. 
Soya and brewers yeast with as much saved pollen is 
preferable. Dried pollen should be ground in a pestle or 
blender and moistened with water/syrup, or your own 
honey. Never buy pollen in from unknown sources as, 
like honey, it can contain brood diseases. Look at 
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/reports/HBE/05-054.pdf> link to 
"Fat Bees, Skinny Bees" for good information about bee 
nutrition.   Editor!s note: Brewers Yeast is available at 
the feed stores in the horse feed supplement section. Be 
sure honey and pollen are from a safe source and not 
carrying foul brood spores!  

If your colony collapsed and left a lot of honey, this 
honey is safe for human use but do not feed it to 
other bees. It is best to treat the honey and wax as 
though it were contaminated. In other words, remove 
the old combs. Give the new colony new foundations 
on sterilized (use a propane torch for this) or new 
frames in sterilized or new boxes.  
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Honey Bee Trivia 

 The California Buckeye is undoubtedly the greatest 
cause of loss of bees from plant poisoning in California. It is not 
related to the Ohio buckeye tree. 
 

What!s In Bloom? 
Borage, yellow mustard, calendula, wild radish, bulbs, bottle 
brush, ceanothus, California Redbud, citrus, Clematis, filaree 
(storksbill), crabapple, plums, poison oak, Rosemary, willows, 
salvias, cotoneaster, and eucalyptus are blooming throughout 
this month.  
 

Colony Collapse Disorder? 
By Diana Sylvestre 
 
 It began with a January posting on the Sonomabees chat 
room: "Bees gone missing."  Then more and more people began 
reporting the same problem.  "My bees are dead," said another 
post.  Messages of sadness and guilt changed to disbelief as 
more and more SCBA beekeepers reported significant and 
sometimes devastating hive losses.   
 It was not a matter of experience, with our current 
President Michael Johnson and immediate Past President 
Ettamarie Peterson having both been affected.  It was happening 
in all locations, to packages and swarms alike.  Could the 
problem be the mysterious and dreaded Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD)?  Maybe: some have reported situations that 
sound similar, with empty hives, capped brood, and lots of honey.  
Others have gone to their quiet hives and found small numbers of 
dead/frozen/starved bees, a little brood, some honey, but no 
answers.  The very randomness of it has left us all scratching our 
heads. 
 Our best scientists still haven't been able to explain just 
what CCD is.  Is it an individual disorder, or instead could it just 
be an accumulation of a lot of different problems, like varroa 
mites, tracheal mites, American Foulbrood, or Nosema, each of 
which might weaken the hive but are cumulatively devastating.  
Are there things we are doing to make things worse?  Are there 
things we COULD be doing to help? 
 SCBA has decided to try to get some of these answers.  
But how?  Everyone keeps bees a little differently, and that is the 
main problem.  The only way to try to get real answers is to 
collect a lot of information about practices and hives, and, well, 
crunch the numbers.  We don't have grand illusions about a small 
bee club solving the riddle of CCD, but there is enough interest 
and experience in our club to at least try. 
 What we will be doing is this: develop a systematic survey 
of beekeeping practices and hive losses to begin the process of 
tracking the problem.  I have already been sent enough 
preliminary questions to fill about a 5-page survey!  In the coming 
months, club members will help make sure the survey questions 
are clear and useful.  Once the survey is developed, each and 
every SCBA member will be asked to participate: that is the only 
way to make sure the results are accurate.  Then the data will be 
entered into and analyzed using the statistical software I use at 
work: SPSS.   
 Even if we don't come up with magical answers, we will be 
able to get some interesting information about current practices in 

SCBA.  How many hives, and how many losses?  How 
many are using chemical treatments?  Supplemental 
feedings?  And the like. 
 So please consider participating in this project.  
Maybe, just maybe, we can help the bees. 
Diana Sylvestre 
 
 

Reminder 
Please bring your 4Ó plastic pots for Marilyn Fujiyoshi 
one of our resident Master Gardeners, to the next 
meeting.  She will be filling them with bee friendly plants 
 

Need a mentor or be a mentor? Let!s 

resolve to help each other. Contact me so I 

can put together a mentor list to publish. It 

might be possible to put together small groups 

as Janet Leisen has done for the northern 

county members. Ettamarie Peterson, Editor 

See SCBA!s Web Site: 

www.sonomabees.org  
It has back issues of The Monthly Extractor and 
the newest swarm list and a membership form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2nd BEE SYMPOSIUM – March 8th 

If you want to ask questions or 
share information between 
meetings, go to 
sonomabees@yahoorgoups.com. 
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THE HONEYBEE, POLLINATORS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
This one-day symposium offers speakers with new 

perspectives on honeybees and native pollinators, beekeeping 
practices, innovative approaches and ecological strategies for 
beekeepers.  Organizations and individuals will provide honeybee 
and pollinator related information at tables. 

Summerfield Waldorf School Farm Sophia 
Hall (wheelchair accessible) 655 Willowside Road, Santa Rosa, 
  March 8, 2008, Saturday-       9:00 am Ð 6 pm 
Tickets: $25.00 (Advance)  $30.00 (Door) 
Advance Tickets at Beekind Honey & Beekeeping Shop, 

921 Gravenstein Hwy. S., Sebastopol 
(Tickets by mail before March 2 and additional information: 

(707) 824-2922/ beekind.com/  
Our very own Angelo Ibleto is the chef for lunch! 
Sponsored by the Summerfield Waldorf School/Farm & beekind 
Honey and Beekeeping Store 

Proceeds go to promoting sustainable beekeeping. 
 

 

March Recipes 
 

Honey Bran Muffins with Figs 
Bon Appetit 1998 

2 " C. all purpose flour 
2 tsp. baking soda 
1 " tsp. salt 
2 C. toasted wheat bran (about 4 ozs.) 
# C. chopped dried figs 
1 C. boiling water 
" C. unsalted butter, room temperature 
1 C. sugar 
" C. Honey 
2 large eggs 
2 C. buttermilk 
Preheat oven to 400¡F. Line 24 muffin cups with muffin papers. 
Stir flour, baking soda and salt in small bowl to blend. Combine 
bran and figs in another bowl; mix in 1 C. boiling water. Beat 
butter in large bowl until creamy. Gradually beat in sugar, then 
honey. Beat in eggs 1 at a time. Beat in buttermilk alternately with 
flour mixture in 3 additions each. Mix in bran mixture. Divide 
batter among lined muffin cups. Bake muffins until tester inserted 
into center comes out clean, about 20 minutes. Turn muffins out 
onto racks and cool completely. 
 
 

Easter Ham 
Family Recipe by Bill Bastida, A Petrini!s Butcher 
Mix together 2 C. honey and 1 C. Cognac or Brandy. 
Baste ham & place on rack in 325¡F oven. Baste frequently. 
Boneless Ham Times: 
Whole Ð 2:20, Half- 1:45, Quarter- 1:30  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Honey Irish Coffee 

1 " Oz. Irish Whiskey 
1 tsp. honey 
6 Oz. hot coffee 
Heavy cream 
Combine whiskey, honey and coffee in a mug and stir to 
dissolve. Float cold cream gently on top. Do not mix. 
Serve with a good Irish joke and enjoy! Happy St. 
Patrick!s Day! 

 

 
 
Your 2008 Officers at the February Board Meeting 
Left to right: 2nd V. P. Emery Dann, Treasurer 
Janet Leisen, 1st V.P. Sean Straw, Secretary 
Barbara Jo Alois, and President Mike Johnson. 

 
Please keep a copy of 

the swarm list handy to 
refer to when you get calls 
for swarms you cannot deal 
with. Go to 
http://www.sonomabees.org
/swarm/index.html 
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SCBA Executive Board 2008 

Pres. Michael Johnson president@sonomabees.org 

707-789—0900 

Past Pres. Ettamarie Peterson 

pastpresident@sonomabees.org 707-765-4582 

 Vice Pres. - Sean Straw 

vicepresident@sonomabees.org   1-415-342-2833 

2nd Vice President –Emery Dann 

vp2@sonomabees.org 707-527-9711 

Secretary –Barbara Alois – 707-545-

5956secretary@sonomabees.org 707-  

Treasurer Janet Leisen treasurer@sonomabees.org 

707- 528-2085 

Librarian –ShariLyn Bunce 

librarian@sonomabees.org 707-707-538-7190 

Reps. at Large Hector Alvarez  707- 579-9416 

Serge Labesque  nonprofit@sonomabees.org   707-

996-3149 

Historian –Jackie Whitford 707-829-9675 

geofwhitford@yahoo.com 

Editor Ettamarie Peterson – 

editor@sonomabees.org   765-4582 

Swarm Chairperson- Sean Straw 

swarms@sonomabees.org 

Extractor Tech- Call Ettamarie 765-4582 or Spring 

Maxfield 527-5913 

 

Regular monthly meetings of the Sonoma County 
Beekeepers! Association are held on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7 pm.   The meetings 
cover a wide range of topics of interest to 
beekeepers. Everyone wanting to learn about 
honeybees is cordially invited to attend. You do not 
need to be a member nor a beekeeper to attend 
these meetings. Please contact the treasurer to pay 
dues.  

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

 
 

 

 

21 West 7th St.                      Santa Rosa

  707-545-0721  

     

                            

 

Now are taking orders for packaged 

bees. 

Larry and Lou Bertolini, Owners and 

Sponsors of our Day Under the Oaks 
Display. 

BARDELLA & ASSOCIATES 
   Taxes Ð Consulting Ð Financial Reporting 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
   By Appointment 
   707-829-4800 
   800-758-0599 
   FAX 707-823-2865 
   702 Litchfield Ave. 
   Sebastopol, CA 95472 
     Frank Bardella, EA and Barbara Bardella, EA 
    Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service 
e-mail: bardella@bardella.com 
http://www.bardella.com 
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The Monthly Extractor 

Sonoma County Beekeepers! Assoc. 

P.O. Box 98 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0098 
POST MASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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March 10th - meeting at 4-H Center 

 
Building is behind the Rite Aid Store in the 

Shopping Center. There is plenty of parking. 


